
Although we have now had our new curriculum in place 

in Scottish schools for nearly five years, we are still 

often asked by parents and families  ôWhat does Cur-

riculum for Excellence mean for my child?õ  Over the 

past two years staff have been working on the wider 

question of õHow does Curriculum for Excellence help 

all our pupils to develop the attributes, knowledge and skills they will need to achieve in life, learning and 

work?õ   

We have been looking at different ways that we can share our work with our parents and families to help 

them understand more about Curriculum for Excellence and what it means to 

the pupils.  We have held very successful curriculum open days and evenings, 

shared information through our Learning Journeys and Learning Stories, 

class letters and the schoolõs website and newsletters.  Recently pupils and 

staff have been looking at the different areas of the curriculum and dis-

cussing what these look like in our school.  We have decided to share this 

through a Curriculum Magazine and a Curriculum Noticeboard in school.  We 

hope that you enjoy reading about our special Curriculum for West Barns PS.  

Building a Curriculum for  

West Barns Primary School  

Where do we start?  
When designing the curriculum for our school our 

main underlying 

principle is to 

remember that 

the  

children are the 

heart of our 

West Barns  

Primary School 

and that       

everything we 

plan must help 

them succeed 

and achieve. 

Our Learners 

are at the  

centre of  

everything we 

do 

What do we want for our children?  
Through their learning our children will develop the 

skills and attributes to become:  

¶ Successful learners  

¶ Confident individuals  

¶ Responsible citizens  

¶ Effective contributors  

 

What does this mean?  Find out more about this  

Did you knowé? 
Did you know that the four values 

inscribed on the mace of the Scot-

tish Parliament - wisdom, justice, compassion and 

integrity , are the same values which underpin Curric-

ulum f or  Excellence? 

Skills for Learning, Life and Work?  
If itõs true that 65% of todayõs primary pupils will 

work in jobs that donõt exist yet, then it is really 

important that we develop skills for learning, skills 

for life and skills for work in all our children from an 

early age.  Curriculum for Excellence supports chil-

dren in developing skills which they will use through-

out their life and in their work, including the devel-

opment of communication, enterprise and 

employment skills, personal and social 

skills, thinking skills and the opportunity 

to use their learning in  practical ways.  



What is the curriculum?  

The curriculum consists of all the different learning experiences that we plan for your child.  

It includes:  

¶ The ethos and life of the school  

¶ The curriculum areas  

¶ Interdisciplinary learning  

¶ Opportunities for personal achievement  

The Ethos and life of the school  
 

The starting point for learning is a posi-

tive  ethos  and climate of respect and trust based 

upon shared values across the school community.  

At West Barns PS we have worked closely with  

staff, pupils, families and the wider community to 

develop a Vision, Values and Aims for our school.  
 

We also develop this ethos further through:  

¶ Our Golden Rules and Golden Time 

¶ Classroom and playground rules chosen by pu-

pils 

¶ Encouraging parents to have greater involve-

ment in the school  

¶ Stronger school and community links  

¶ Involving all children on our school commit-

tees  

¶ Cooperative Learning experiences across the 

school 

¶ Developing closer links with other cluster 

schools 

¶ More School House and whole -school events  

What is Interdisciplinary Learning?  
This gives your child an opportunity to make relevant links in their learning or use their knowledge and skills 

differently.  In planning the learning experiences we look for opportunities to include:  

¶ Opportunities to make links between different areas of the curriculum and pupilsõ own learning questions 

¶ Cooperative learning opportunities including joint projects between classes  

¶ Use of the local community and environment  

¶ The opportunity to apply literacy and numeracy skills in different situations  

¶ Opportunities for pupils to develop knowledge and skills of ICT, enterprise, thinking skills, citizenship , 
sustainable development and creativity,  



 

Opportunities for Personal Achievement  
Pupils need opportunities for achievement in the classroom and beyond, giving them a sense of satisfaction 

and building motivation, resilience and confidence.  At West Barns we celebrate our pupilsõ achievements in 

many ways including: 

 

Parents and families can play their role too by adding to their childõs Learning Journey or encouraging them 

to share an achievement during class news time or an Achievement Assembly.  

¶ Learning Journeys  

¶ Personal targets  

¶ Achievement assemblies  

¶ Stars of the Week  

¶ Accelerated Reader / Reading awards  

¶ School assemblies and performances  

¶ School committees  

¶ Golden Time 

¶ House challenges 

¶ Sports events  

¶ Cooperative learning challenges  

¶ Transition activities  

¶ Paired Reading Project  

¶ Peer Reading Project  

¶ Library monitors  

¶ House Captains 

¶ House points  

¶ Team Tuesday 

¶ Acorn Project  

¶ Riding Therapy  



Four Capacities  
The curriculum aims for all children to become Successful Learners, Confident Individuals, Responsible Citi-

zens and  Effective Contributors.  What does this look like at West Barns PS?  We are developing the fol-

lowing skills in our pupils to help them achieve this.  Look out for the your own childõs target in their Learn-

ing Journey.  


