
MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
29 JANUARY 2009 

Present:  
 
Ian Vaughn (Chair) Parent   Allen Simpson  Parent 
Diane Watt  Co-opted  Chris Brunton  Head Boy 
Kate Darrah              Parent   Kathleen O’Brien Parent 
Kenn Amabilino Parent   Julia Dorin  Parent 
Sheilagh Fallon  Staff 
     
Attending: 
Mr. P Raffaelli  Head Teacher 
Ms. A Cosgrove Clerk 
 
1.  Welcome 
The Chair welcomed all present. 
Diane Watt suggested that a gift be obtained for Carol Dunham in view of her long service to the Board and the 
School Council.  Agreed by all present. 
 
2. Apologies 
Apologies had been received from Jane McIntyre, Cllr Bell and Cllr Maclennan. 
 
3.  Additional Agenda Items - School Uniform 
Chris Brunton had brought this matter forward.  He queried three items of uniform: 

• Could black trainers be worn instead of black shoes 
• The wearing of hoodies 
• The wearing of black shirts instead of white shirts 

 
The Council discussed this at length, and after individuals had expressed their views, a vote was taken and the 
majority view was as follows: 
 
Hoodies in school colours with hoods down at all times while in school could be worn 
Black trainers with no logo 
White shirts only 
  
4.  Minutes of  Meeting of 4 December 2008 
Proposed a true record by Kathleen O’Brien, seconded by Diane Watt. 
 
5.  Matters arising 

(i) Budget Meeting of 8 January: 
Noted that the case for retention of Learning Support at full strength, lower numbers in Maths and English in 
S1 and S2, and use of new technology had been made to the Councillors. 
Paul Raffaelli advised that there had been no budget update as yet. The response from schools and parents to 
the “Have Your Say” consultation had been enormous. East Lothian Council was trying to make cuts 
centrally in the Education Division rather than in schools. Should any cuts be imposed, figures would be re-
worked and information shared with the School Council. 

(ii) Dentention Sub-group 
Paul advised that the new detention system was up and running and would be evaluated at the end of the 
year. Work was ongoing with those pupils who had outstanding detentions. 

(iii)  Transition from East Linton Primary: 
The Clerk advised that a meeting had been held recently concerning the move to one secondary school 
rather than a choice of Dunbar or Knox.  The meeting had gone well and parents would have the opportunity 
to state their preference, or even if they had no preference. Paul noted that 16 East Linton pupils would be 
coming to Dunbar in August. 
The visit from East Linton on the 19th had gone well and about 71 parents and children had attended. There 
had been good support from the staff and School Council and good feedback had been received from 
visiting parents. 

(iv) Dunbar Homecoming  
Paul advised that the School would not receive funding, but any School Council event would be eligible.  
This would be carried over to the next meeting. 

(v) Head Teacher’s Report 



Paul reported on the following matters: 
The consultation with the staff on the change to the school day had just been completed. 47 staff had 
responded. It was proposed to change the current finishing times at the end of the day, and this   would allow 
easier access to CDT training for staff on a Friday. Consultation would take place with the Student Council 
and then a view would be taken.  Noted that 9 weeks notice had to be given to the bus companies. 
An evaluation visit had just taken place and more information would be available for the next meeting.  The 
Quality Improvement Officer had been in the School. 
The new website had been launched. 
On the School of Ambition programme, a voice coach in residence would be in the School for 12 weeks and 
will work across the curriculum.  A male choir and a choral event were planned.  Diane Watt noted that the 
community could be involved in this.   
A fashion event and house drama were also planned. 
On an enquiry about the catering company, Mr Raffaelli advised that they were taking part in an East 
Lothian Masterchef type event. 
The Christmas Show had gone well and demonstrated confidence and leadership.  A number of parents 
attending the Open Evening had commented on the maturity of pupils. 

(vi) Focus Group 
A letter had gone out to members of the group, including Jo McNamara and Clare Cameron, previous 
School Council members. 

(vii) DGSA Report 
The Burns Supper was scheduled to take place the following evening. 

(viii) Staff Report 
Sheilagh Fallon had tried to have a meeting with interested staff.  It was not possible to meet before each 

School Council meeting, but she could e-mail them.  Liz Lay and Paul Huish would like to come and talk to 
the Council. It was suggested that there be a slot at the start of the meeting for staff: as Jessica Pumphrey 
had been invited to the February meeting, Sheilagh will check which dates suit the staff. 

(ix) Student Council Report 
A request had been made for furniture for the Common Room.  It was noted that the room had been closed 
because of its untidy state. 

(x) Communication 
A meeting of the group would be arranged shortly. 

 
6.  Correspondence 
None. 
 
7. Training/Other meetings 
None attended.  The Clerk to find out about training courses for this term.  Noted that the Hallhill meeting did 
not take place. 
 
8. Treasurer’s Report 
Noted that an invoice for the African Garden was still awaited. 
A request had been made for the Duke of Edinburgh Award group for a display panel. 
Another signatory on the account was required. 
 
9. Election of Chair 
Ian Vaughn’s son had now left school, so he was no longer a parent and could not remain as Chair. 
It was suggested that a rotating Chair be appointed and Kenn, Julia, Kathleen and Allen were willing to take 
turns.  However Kate offered to chair in February and would consider continuing if it was manageable.. 
The need to recruit new Parent members was discussed, and Diane Watt and Allen Simpson offered to do a short 
presentation at the Parents Evening the following Monday. 
Ian Vaughn was willing to remain on the Council, and was proposed by Kenn, seconded by Kathleen. 

  
200 Club Draw – Won by No. 50, Mr and Mrs Patterson, Innerwick 
10. AOCB.  
Kate drew attention to the cars parked in disabled spaces without badges, and asked if it would be possible to 
have designated visitor spaces. 

  
 

Date of Next Meeting  - Thursday 19 February.  The Clerk gave apologies for this meeting. 
 


