
MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
19 FEBRUARY 2009 

 
 
Present 
 
Kate Darrah (Chair) Parent   Graeme Parkes (Prospective parent member) 
Allen Simpson  Parent   Lindsey Barley (Prospective parent member) 
Julia Dorin   Parent   Elaine Fell (Staff)   
Ian Vaughn  Co-opted 
Diane Watt  Co-opted 
Jane McIntyre  DGSA 
Sheilagh Fallon Staff 
Mairi Northcott Head Girl 
 
Attending 
Mr P Raffaelli Head Teacher 
Cllr Jacquie Bell 
Cllr Paul McLennan 
Cllr Norman Hampshire 
Jessica Pumphrey Guest representing the new school website 
 
1.Welcome 
 
The new Chair welcomed all present and introduced everyone present to the new prospective 
parent members.  
It was with regret that the resignation of Kathleen O’Brien had been received. 
 
2 Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Allison Cosgrove (Clerk) and Kenn Amabilino 
 
3 Additional Agenda items 
 
The following items were added to the agenda for later discussion 
Hallhill Development Meeting report 
Car parking for disabled  
 
4 Guest Jessica Pumphrey 
 
Jessica gave the meeting a presentation of the new school website and talked the meeting through 
the features. She explained some of the difficulties she had such as some of the departments’ lack 
of submissions. Jessica asked the meeting what the School Council would like to see on the site 
in particular under the ‘Parents’ section. 
The site was well received by the meeting and suggested a number of items they would like to 
see: 



• Frequently used forms, in particular the ‘Extra Curricular’ form. If a blank form could be 
downloaded parents could use this as a template with many of the details kept for 
completion as and when required. 

• The opportunity for parents to provide feedback on the site 
• Names of members of staff 
• Links to pay smartcard payments 
• A counter was also suggested as being useful to monitor site hits. 

 
Graeme Parks informed the meeting that he had visited the site this day and had been warned that 
a virus was present in the site. No-one else has experienced this however the anti virus software 
being used by Graeme is very sophisticated and this may be why no-one else had this problem. 
Jessica agreed to investigate this. 
 
Regarding content of the Parents section  
 
Action   Jane McIntyre agreed to supply content for DGSA 

Diane Watt agreed to supply information after Easter break for the School       Council. 
Sheilagh Fallon agreed to input the School Council minutes 
 

5 Minutes of Meeting 29th January 2009 
 
Proposed as a true record by Allen Simpson, and seconded by Ian Vaughn. 
 
Matters arising from previous minutes 
 
Discussion took place about the disabled parking facilities at the school and how these were 
being abused. Paul Raffaelli explained that this was an issue for FES and that he was limited in 
what he could do. He agreed to look into the possibility of improved signage to direct non 
disabled drivers to use the main car park, and report to the next meeting 
Action  Paul Raffaelli 
 
6 Matters arising 
 
(i) Head Teachers report 
Mr Raffaelli reported on the following matters 
Provisional figures on the ‘efficiency savings’ expected had been received from the Education 
Department. The figure given was welcomed at 0.75% across all secondary schools. The figure 
given was provisional and could be quite different once the Council budget was finalised. 
 
The presentation to prospective pupils and parents of East Linton seemed to have been a success 
with the majority of pupils intimating that they intended to come to Dunbar Grammar. The 
numbers appeared to fall back to previous times which was most welcome and should help with 
budgeting next year. Confirmed decisions were not expected until the end of April. 
 
Staffing was discussed and seems to be bearing up well. Interviews have taken place for a voice 
artist which would be funded by the Arts Department. 



 
HMIE have asked the school to be part of a film about “Opening Up Learning” 
 
Homecoming: 
There were a number of initiatives being proposed within Dunbar and the School wished to play 
its part. There were certain organisational and economic challenges, however it was hoped to 
have a School Day in June. 
 
(ii) DGSA Report 
The Burns Supper was deemed to have been a success with a surplus of funds of almost £200. It 
was hoped that this could be repeated in the same format next year. 
 
The DGSA have agreed to fund provision of furniture for the S6 common room. 
 
(iii) Staff Report 
It was agreed that Paul Huish would attend the next meeting. 
 
(iv) Student Council 
 
The Student Council have recently voted on the proposed change to the timetable. The results 
were that 144 favoured a 45 minute lunch whilst 113 favoured a 50 minute lunch. Mairi intimated 
to the meeting that there may have been some confusion over the vote in that some pupils thought 
that this would mean a significantly shorter Friday. 
 
A ballot was being organised for a ‘whole school’ view of pupils on proposals for a change to the 
school uniform. 
 
At this point the School Council decided to vote on its position regarding the change to School 
hours. It was unanimously decided to vote for a 50 minute lunch. The main view of this was to 
encourage and facilitate extra curricular activities at lunch time. 
 
(v) Communications Group Report 
 
Diane reported on the recent meeting: 
She had agreed to do the text for the website and a powerpoint that council members could use 
for meeting - after the Easter holidays. 
Also an open evening for the community would be considered. 
 
7 Correspondence 
 
Cluster meeting 10 March 2009 -   Ian Vaughn and Lindsay Barley agreed to attend 
 
8 Additional Agenda Items 
 
Halhill Development Committee 
 



Julia Dorin reported back to the meeting that Hallhill was currently in deficit by £16,000 and it 
had been proposed that this deficit could be made up by charging the School  £16,000 for its use 
of the facilities. Paul Raffaelli advised that if this were to be the case the school would simply 
withdraw its use of Hallhill altogether. 
Allen Simpson stated that the proposal was outrageous and that this was a cynical approach by 
the Development Committee to use the School as a political football in order to raise awareness 
of the difficulties Hallhill was having with their own funding. 
 
9 Treasurers Report 
 
A proposal for the funding of a display board was considered. After some debate it was agreed 
that 2 boards would be purchased for use in the school for award ceremonies at a cost of £643.50. 
 
200 Club Draw Won by No 25 Mrs G Love 
 
Date of Next meeting Wednesday 18th March 7pm 
 

 


