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Dunbar Grammar School Council (DGSC) 
Annual Report 2012-2013 

18th September 2013 
 

 

My name is Graeme Parkes, and I am the chair of the Dunbar Grammar 

School Council. This is the sixth annual report of the DGSC, and it is a 

pleasure to invite you to look back with us over what has been another busy 

and interesting school year. 

 

Who are we? 

We are a mix of parents, teaching staff, pupil council and co-opted members 

from the local community. Mr Raffaelli attends our meetings, and Local 

Councillors attend as regularly as they are able. 

 

What are we? 

We are a link between you, the parents and carers, and the school.  

This is my first year as chair. It has been a fascinating experience. 

Looking back over the year, it has been very busy.  

 

What do we do? 

At our monthly meetings we have discussed many aspects of school life. 

“Curriculum for Excellence” is a regular topic as we continue to monitor 

progress and the canteen is another area where we have given feedback, and 

seen results.  

 

The DGSC was involved in the recent School Inspection, which has returned 

some excellent results. We have seen how motivated all the staff are, and 

would like to extend our thanks to each and every one of them.      

 

It has been interesting to see the school take on the challenge and 

embracing the changes in the education system in the transition to, 

“Curriculum For Excellence”. I would like to thank all school staff for their 

support and commitment during this period of transition. Thanks are also due 

to Paul Raffaelli, who has made time to attend all our meetings, briefed us in 

detail about school matters, and responded patiently to our many queries. He 

has always been open, constructive and supportive in his dealings with the 

School Council.  
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The DGSC is very appreciative of the school staff, in supporting the schools 

extensive extra curricular activities programme. For example the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award Scheme and various sporting activities. We would also 

commend the school in continuing to enhance the students’ school experience 

through the Dalguise trip for the S1’s, the Battlefields trip for the S3’s and 

other activities. The school policy of inclusion for all students in these 

activities is seen as very positive. 

 

The monies raised by the DGSC are used to fund a variety of items/projects 

within the school. This year, we have supported the following:- 

 £300 to the Accelerated Reading program for additional books. 

 £300 to the Bikeability scheme, to allow them to get bike lights 

for the darker evenings. 

 £400 to replace some of the Pocket Dictionaries and Thesauruses, 

for use by the whole school. 

 £25 to the Modern Language Dept to buy aids for the Advanced 

Higher French students. 

 £800 to support the Easter Revision classes provided by the 

teaching staff for the S5 and S6 pupils. 

 £115 to buy plain T-Shirts for the Business Studies and Computing 

Dept for their business project. 

 £250 to Dunbar U-15 football team in the U15 British Isles 

competition in Glasgow. 

 

 

The DGSC carries out a significant amount of fund raising each year to 

assist the school in various projects. Examples of these are: The 200 Club, 

The Golf Competition and grant funding applications.   

 

The 200 Club, has continued to thrive, thanks to the generosity of so many 

parents and carers. For £2.50/month, Club members have the chance of 

winning £65 in the monthly draw (£100 in the Summer draw). This is an 

important source of funding for us, and I want thank Karen Baikie and our 

new treasurer, Morag Readman, for coping so admirably with all the extra 

work. 

Please take a moment to look at the forms, and take one away with you.   
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The annual golf competition, “DGSC Open Texas Scramble”, is held at the 

Winterfield Golf Course each September and continues to do well. Our 

thanks go to Diane Watt for arranging and running this event so efficiently.  

Thanks also to the funding sub group, who are constantly looking for grants 

and additional sources of funding, to help us help the school. 

 

 

When do we have these meetings? 

Once a month during term time, for no more than 2 hours – details of all our 

meetings (agendas, minutes, dates/times etc) are on the school website, 

where we have our own page.  

 

We would warmly welcome any parent/carer who wishes to attend any of our 

meetings, whether to make a contribution to discussions or simply to 

observe, and we are keen to encourage more parents to become involved in 

the DGSC.  

 

In Conclusion 

2013-2014 looks set to be another busy, challenging and exciting year for 

the DGSC.  I would finally like to thank all the Council Members, who have 

put so much of their time and effort into making this year so successful, and 

remind you that the DGSC AGM is next Wednesday, 18th September, at 

6:30pm, in the staff room.  

 

Thank You 

 

Graeme Parkes 

Dunbar Grammar School Council Chair 

Wednesday 18th Sept. 2013 

 


