
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

held on 21 December 2011 

 

Present: 

Iain Mackenzie (Chair)   Diane Watt (Co-opted)   

Graham Parkes (Parent)   Kate Triscott (Parent) 

Rebecca Clow (Head Girl)   Karen Baikie (Parent) 

Lewis Rae (Head Boy)   Alice Clubb (Staff) 

Gillian Williams (Staff)   Kate Darrah (Parent) 

Sally Brown (DGSA)    Sue Guy (Parent) 

Julia Dorin (from Item 9) 

 

Attending: 

Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher) 

Ms A Cosgrove (Clerk) 

 

1.  Apologies 

Apologies had been received from Lorna Gatens, Carol Dunham, Cllr P McLennan and Cllr J Bell. 

 

2.  Additional Agenda Items 

None. 

 

3. Minutes of August Meeting  

Amendment – It was clarified that the language dictionaries had cost £120.  

With this amendment, the minutes were agreed a true record of the meeting.  

 

4.  Head Teacher’s Items 

Mr Raffaelli reported on the following matters:- 

School Dances – These had all gone well with good attendances. Feedback from students had been good. 

School Concert – would take place immediately after the meeting. 

Prelims – had gone well with only one hitch where the school was closed for an afternoon because of severe weather.  

The 5
th
 and 6

th
 year prelims would start on the first Monday of the new term. There would be a supported study room 

available all day in the school for students.  

Curriculum for Excellence – there would be an information evening for S2 at the end of January. 

Budget – the School budget was on track to break even.  The School roll was growing.  There was as yet no official 

budget paper. 

Canteen issues – Soup at Break was going well and other changes were being implemented. 

Website – Graham Parkes noted that the website was being very well maintained and this was appreciated by parents. 

 

5.  DGSA Report 

Sally Brown advised that there were no new events planned just now.  DGSA funds were open for applications from 

staff.  Agreed that Diane Watt and Mr Raffaelli would put together a “cribsheet” for applications which would be 

considered at the January meeting. 

 

6.  Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer reported that the balance was just over £2,000.  There were now 123 members, with a future projected 

income of £307 per month.  Members expressed pleasure at this increase. 

  

Several Draws took place.  October – No. 15, Mrs Kyle.  November – No. 23, Mr and Mrs Campbell.  The £100 

December draw was won by No. 70, Liz Wilcox.  

 

7.  Student Council Report 

The Student Council had met at the beginning of the month and uniform had been discussed.  Grey trousers and skirts 

were requested, and house colours were suggested on ties and scarves.  This would be considered by the parent body as 

well as staff and students, in the New Year. Noted that East Linton Primary had Fair Trade uniforms. 

 

8.  Staff Report 

Cards had been written from the School Council, and tins of sweets and biscuits were provided.  Staff were thanked for 

their hard work during the year. 



 

 

9.  Applications from funding 

Four requests had been received as follows: 

Music – £500 was requested.  There was a query about match funding, and Mr Raffaelli clarified that departments 

would probably match fund from their own budgets, but would not have realised the requirement to provide this 

information. The new cribsheet would address this. Agreed to provide the required funding. 

Computing and Technology -£180 was requested for new textbooks.  This was refused on the grounds that provision of 

books was a duty of the School and the Education Department. 

Physics and Geography - £210 was requested for the provision of a display case for a seismometer gifted by the British 

Geological Survey.  This was agreed. 

Art and Design - £669.70 was requested for the provision of new sewing machines and tailors dummies to encourage 

and support pupils doing textile design.  Sue Guy would investigate Sustaining Dunbar contributing a half share 

of this, as some funding was available for supporting traditional skills, such as sewing.  Agreed that a half share 

of the cost, £350, be paid. 

 

10. Correspondence 

 Correspondence had been circulated but hard copies were available including: 

- Backchat from the Scottish Parent Teacher Council 

- information on Recruitment and Selection training  

 - information on the charitable status of Parent Councils 

 - information from the National Parent Forum on the SQA 

 

11.  AOCB 

Congratulations were expressed to Barbara Leslie, a staff member, who had won a Community Council award for her 

long service to the Guide movement. 

The Clerk was presented with a bouquet and a gift as this was her last meeting. 

  

Date of Next Meeting – Tuesday 17 January 2012. 

 

 


