
MINUTES OF DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Meeting Held on Wednesday 12 September 2012 at 7.00pm 

 
Present:  
Iain MacKenzie (Chairperson) Diane Watt (Co-opted) 
Helen Cox (Parent) Rebekah McClintick (Head Girl) 
Kate Darrah (Parent)  
Julia Dorin (Parent) Alice Clubb (Staff) 
Carol Dunham (Parent) Jen Matthew (Staff) 
Sue Guy-Inglis (Parent) Gillian Williams (Staff) 
Graeme Parkes (Parent)  
Kate Triscott (Parent)  
  
Attending:  
Mr P Raffaelli (Headteacher), Mrs L Leslie (Clerk) 
 
Welcome and Apologies 
Iain MacKenzie opened the meeting and welcomed members and introduced Rebekah 
McClintick, (newly appointed Head Girl), Jen Matthew (teacher) and Helen Cox (Parent). 
Apologies had been received from Karen Baikie (Treasurer), Paul McLennan (Councillor) and 
Michael Veitch (Councillor). 
 
Additional Agenda Items 
 
Golf Competition 
Diane Watt had organised the annual fundraising golf competition at Winterfield Golf Club 
for Saturday 15 September. There will be 12 teams playing, first prize a round of golf for 
four at Dunbar Golf Club. Raffle prizes to be handed to the school office for Diane to collect.  
 
Co-opted Member 
Diane Watt announced that she would be standing down at this meeting as a co-opted 
member due to personal and work commitments. Iain MacKenzie thanked Diane for all her 
hard work and advice over the seven years she had been involved with DGSC. 
 
Recycling 
Julia Dorin raised the issue of a lack of recycling bins around the school for plastic drink 
bottles etc. Mr Raffaelli had raised the issue with FES and ELC and had been told that bins 
would be provided. 
 
Gym Hall 
Julia Dorin raised a question regarding the heating in the Gym Hall. Mr Raffaelli explained 
that this was monitored and reported to FES when necessary. 
 
School Chaplins 
Mrs Leslie has received a request from Reverend Suzie Fletcher asking if she could attend a 
meeting to share briefly the work of the school chaplains and youth worker and answer any 



questions from the Council.  This was agreed and Mrs Leslie would offer suitable 
forthcoming dates to Reverend Fletcher. 

Action LL 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting 
The minutes of 13 June were proposed by Iain MacKenzie and seconded by Kate Triscott.  
 
Headteacher’s Report 
 
Examination Results – August 2012 
Mr Raffaelli reported that results were very good this year with the number of students 
achieving three Highers at grades A-C has risen by 10.17%; students achieving five Highers at 
grades A-C rising by 9.76%. Nine students had achieved straight “A” passes at Higher. At 
Standard Grade level 97.67% of all S4 students has achieved a grade between 1 to 6 with 11 
students achieving straight grade 1 or Int 2 passes at A or B grades. Advanced Higher results 
had remained consistent with previous years. 
 
Improvement Plan 
Mr Raffaelli circulated a draft Improvement Plan for session 2012-2013. Any parents wishing 
to comment should email praffaelli@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk . 
 
School Website 
There had been a virus attack on the main Edubuzz website leaving all school websites 
vulnerable. East Lothian Council had decided to keep Edubuzz off-line until improvements 
could be made in security and maintenance of the system. A temporary page would soon be 
put up explaining the problems. Mr Raffaelli’s weekly email home to parents would 
continue to update parents on school life.  
 
Sue Guy-Inglis offered to come into school to assist in a temporary link from the school to a 
local Dunbar website. 

Action SG-I 
Staffing 
There were six Newly Qualified Teachers with the school this session. There was a staffing 
issue as the school’s only Computing teacher had resigned unexpectedly in the last week of 
the summer term. Recruitment had taken place but the PVG process was delaying the start 
of the new teacher. There were no Computing teachers on the East Lothian Supply List and 
no surplus Computing hours in other East Lothian schools. A general supply teacher was in 
place but the situation was unsatisfactory. Extra-curricular classes will be considered when 
the new teacher arrives. In the meantime, a S6 student in collaboration with a teacher is 
also helping out with examination questions. 
 
Curriculum for Excellence  
The Curriculum Group will hold an open meeting on Wednesday 19 September at 4.15pm to 
discuss S3 profiling. All are welcome to attend. 
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Lockers 
A new batch of lockers had been purchased for S1s. Space for more was limited and priority 
was given to students with special needs, then S1 andS5 students, thereafter lockers are 
offered to the rest of students. 
 
School Bistro 
Mrs Mackie was to meet with the Catering Manager, and a request was made for her to 
suggest that food is individually priced in the Bistro. 
 
School Roll 
The school was expected to expand every year from 2013-2020 and an extension to 
accommodate this increase was already being planned. 
 
DGSA Report 
In Sally Brown’s absence Iain MacKenzie reported that the DGSA’s Christmas Bazar had been 
planned for 14 November. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The DGSC was reminded that the Request for Funding from Literacy for Accelerated Reader 
was due to be paid to the school in September. The sum was £300 approved. 

Action KB 
 
There was a discussion regarding the Request for Funding from Tom Fendick of 
Technologies, for £1,400 for accessories for Bikeability. It was agreed that a breakdown of 
the costing would be required before further consideration could be made.  It was also 
suggested that the new bid should concentrate on the lights aspect. 

Action PR/TF 
 
The 200 Club draw took place and for August no. 16 J Kyle and for September no. 64 
C Dunham were the winners. 

Action KB 
 
Teachers’ Report 
Jen Matthew had volunteered to attend the meetings and would rotate with Gillian Williams 
and Alice Clubb.  
 
Alice Clubb had attended and had spoken at the East Lothian Learning Festival recently 
which was very well attended and had listened to a number of high quality speakers. She 
would be speaking at the Scottish Learning Festival in Glasgow on running effective learning 
teams. 
 
Student Council Report  
Recruiting a new student council and class representatives was underway. Rebekah 
McClintick (Head Girl) and Dominic Mayo (Head Boy) were working with Mr Woof on an 
application process to find candidates would really did have an interest in contributing to 
the school council system. Rebekah McClintick would report back at the next meeting. 
 



ELCAPCM 
Kate Triscott had attended the meeting on 6 September. A new personalised school 
handbook would be launched this session and Parent Councils were asked to add this to 
their agendas for discussion. Suggestions for how the handbook could be improved should 
be fed back to ELCAPCM. Leigh Leslie would try to send a PDF copy of the DGS school 
handbook to members via email as the website copy was not available. 

Action LL 
Correspondence 
 
New Qualifications - August Update, Update for Parents and Carers  
A guide about the new qualifications is now available for parents and carers.   
It is available to download from www.sqa.org.uk/cfeforparents . 
 
East Lothian Family Multi-Cultural Day Prestongrange Museum 
Sunday 16 September 12 noon – 6pm FREE 
  
The National Parent Forum of Scotland's 3rd national conference will take place on Saturday 
6 October in Bishopbriggs Academy, East Dunbartonshire. 
 
Consultation on Draft School Session Dates 2013/2014 
If you would like to comment and indicate your preferred option i.e. should East Lothian 
Council go with the draft proposed dates which align with Midlothian Council school session 
dates or should we mirror the City of Edinburgh Council dates  then send your comments 
stating which of the proposals you prefer to Susan McNaught, Admin Officer, Business Unit 
(e-mail smcnaught@eastlothian.gov.uk) by Friday 21 September 2012 at 12 noon. 
 
Guidelines for School Staff managing incidents on Social Media Sites 
The above Guidelines are out for consultation at the moment.  It is not a policy but parents 
will find it helpful to be aware of guidance to school staff when dealing with incidents and to 
give parents an opportunity to provide feedback as part of the consultation process.  ELC 
would welcome any feedback by Friday 21st September and this should be sent  
to khaspolat@eastlothian.gov.uk . 
 
AOCB 
It was commented on that the Awards Evening went very well. Mr Raffaelli said that there 
would be a school group formed to review the system in light of Curriculum for Excellence 
for next year. 
 
There was a question about S6 timetable clashes and how they are managed. 
 
Mr Raffaelli was asked to check if there were shower curtains in the boys’ changing rooms. 
 
Dates of Forthcoming Meetings 
Dates were agreed for October and November, but in light of various school Parents’ 
Evenings need to be rearranged to the following to allow Mr Raffaelli to attend: Tuesday 
23 October, Thursday 22 November.  The dates of Tuesday 18 December to coincide with 
the school Christmas concert and Thursday 24 January 2013 were agreed. 
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