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DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 

 THURSDAY 19 JUNE 2014 
 
 

Present:  
Graeme Parkes (Chair) Jen Matthew (Teacher) – from 8pm 
Sally Brown (DGSA Liaison)  
Carol Dunham (Parent Member)  
Janet McDougall-Welch (Parent Member)  
Jane McIntyre (DGSA)  
Angela McLeman (Parent Member)  
Morag Readman (Treasurer)  
  
Attending:  
Mr Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs Leslie (Clerk) 
 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Graeme Parkes welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from 
Julia Dorin, Morag Haddow, Kay Henderson, Susan Guy-Inglis, Michael Veitch and 
Gillian Williams. 
 
2. Additional Agenda Items 
There were no additional items. 
 
3. Minutes of 20 May 2014 Meeting 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed and proposed by Morag Readman and 
seconded by Angela McLeman. 
 
4. Head Teacher’s Items 
 

- Trios 
Mr Raffaelli had attended a national conference as part of the Self Improving Schools 
(SIPS) agenda. The main discussion had been about closing the gap between 
students achieving the best results and those achieving the least. Mr Raffaelli will 
continue to feedback to DGSC on the programme currently being undertaken by DGS 
along with our partner schools-Preston Lodge HS and Penicuik HS. 

Action: PR 
- Staffing 

The Principal Teacher of Mathematics and a Teacher of Computing would be leaving 
their posts at the end of term. Both positions would be covered by temporary staff 
initially. An advert for the PT of Mathematics and Teacher of Computing would be 
placed in August as teaching staff return to school to attract the widest range of 
applicants. A member of the DGSC would be required to assist in the selection and 
recruitment process of the PT Mathematics next term. 
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Recruitment of a part-time Teacher of Art would also be required to meet the extra 
demand in the subject. 
 
The NQTs due to start next term had visited the school. 
 

- Budget 
The school roll will be greater than the anticipated latest prediction at839 in August. 
Mr Raffaelli had contacted the planners regarding the extension to the school 
building and the projected start in 2017. 

Action: PR 
- General 

The Commonwealth Event had taken place, it had included the primaries in the 
cluster. Mr Raffaelli said it had been very successful and DGSC members praised it 
saying it had been very well done and had been inspirational. 
 
The trampolines, which had been part-funded by DGSC, had now arrived in school. 
 
The SQA examinations had finished. Once the results were received in August all 
students in S5 and S6 would be interviewed by Mrs Slowther and Mr Raffaelli with a 
view to re-coursing where necessary. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report 
Morag Readman reported that income for June was £318. Funds available were £1,268.26 in 
the 200 Club and £1,701.84 in the General Account giving a total of £2,970.01. 
 
The winner of the 200 Club draw of £100 for June was number 31, Mrs R M Starr. 
The winner of the 200 Club draw for July was number 88, Ms J Bell. 
 

- Request for Funding – Technologies 
The request was for £500 to pay 50% towards the cost of 10 Raspberry Pi Model Bs 
and accessories. A discussion took place around whether two more should be 
purchased now, it was agreed that 10 should be purchased for now unless a discount 
would be received by purchasing a larger amount. Mrs Leslie would consult 
Ms Taylor.  

Action: LL 
Since the meeting, Mrs Leslie consulted with Ms Taylor who said the savings would 
be minimal if 12 Raspberry Pi Model Bs were bought in one order. 
 
Request agreed : £500. 
 

- Request for Funding – Guidance 
The request was for £300 for Seasons for Growth (loss and grief education 
programme) resources. A discussion took place and it was agreed to fund the 
request and ask Marie Prior to speak about the benefits of the programme to the 
DGSC later in the year. 

Action: GP 
Request agreed : £300. 
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6. DGSA Report 
Sally Brown and Jane McIntyre reported that the car boot sale had raised £125 so far. The 
DGSA’s next fundraising event would be Afternoon Tea with Prosecco on 23 August. This 
had been particularly successful last year and a lot of interest had already been shown in 
this one. 
 
7. Correspondence 
Correspondence had been circulated. 
 
8. AOCB 
Mrs Leslie informed DGSC that the AGM and September meeting would be her last as Clerk. 
It was agreed that the vacancy should be advertised in the school’s Friday email, with an 
approach to Val McIntyre if there was no interest.  

Action: PR 
 
Carol Dunham also said that after many years on the DGSC that she would be stepping down 
at the AGM. 
 
Mr Raffaelli reported that the House Prize this year had been won by Victoria and the prize 
was a trip to Edinburgh Zoo. 
 
Mr Raffaelli reported on the new Show My Homework system which will be introduced into 
school for students and parents/carers in August. 
 
DGSC wished it be noted that they thanked all staff for all their hard work this year – it was 
very much appreciated. 
 
9. Date AGM 
It was agreed that the AGM would be held at 6.30pm on Wednesday 17 September, with 
the general meeting to follow at 7.00pm. 


