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DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF MEETING ON 

TUESDAY 23 JUNE 2015 
 

 
Present:  
Kay Henderson (Acting Chair) Lorraine McLuckie (Parent Member) 
Morag Readman (Treasurer) Wendy Smith (Parent Member) 
Julia Dorin (Parent Member) Lawrence Tierney (Parent Member) 
Janet McDougall-Welch (Parent Member) Naomi Barnes (Teacher) 
Angela McLeman (Parent Member)  
  
Attending:  
Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs J Miller (Clerk)  
  
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Kay Henderson welcomed everyone to the meeting. Apologies had been received from 
Graeme Parkes, Sharon Simpson, Lottie Hirons and Michael Veitch. 

 
 

2. Additional Agenda Items 
Two additional items were added to the Agenda:- 

- School transport for East Linton 
- Update on future meeting with Councillors 

 
 
3. Minutes of 20 May 2015 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. They were proposed by Kay Henderson 
and seconded by Morag Readman.  
  
 
4. Head Teacher’s Items 
-  Staffing 
Mr Raffaelli reported that Fiona Cairns (PT Expressive Arts) had accepted a secondment 
to North Berwick High School for the next 23 months.  The post of temporary PT, 
Expressive Arts, had been advertised locally and interviews would take place next week.  
It was agreed that Kay Henderson would be the parent representative on the interview 
panel.  Interviews would also take place next week for the permanent post in the CDT 
department.  Once these appointments had been made, the school would be fully 
staffed for the next term. 
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-  Social Space 
The visit of the 165 new S1 students this week underlined the urgent need for more 
social space.  Mr Raffaelli gave a brief recap of the plans to extend the social space, 
which would require an advance in the expenditure allocated by ELC for the extension of 
the school.  This issue would be discussed at the next full Council meeting and so work 
could not begin during the summer break.  Mr Raffaelli also confirmed that the urgent 
need for an increase in social space had been accepted by all parties and that the three 
local councillors were fully supportive of an advance in expenditure for this purpose.  
Wendy Smith requested a copy of the school extension plans in order to prepare 
pictorial representations and background information to lobby support from Shamin 
Akhtar (Education and Children’s Services), Willie Innes (Leader of the Council), Michael 
Veitch, Paul McLennan and Norman Hampshire (Local Councillors).  It was also 
suggested that members could bring up this issue at local councillor’s surgeries. 

Action: WS/DGSC 
 
-  P7/S1 Transition 
As mentioned above, 165 new S1 students visited the school this week, which was the 
largest ever intake. This generally went well, although there were a few issues with the 
bistro which have now been resolved. 
 
 
-  School Transport for East Linton 
Mr Raffaelli confirmed that unfortunately there had been a problem with bus transport 
home for East Linton students on the first day of transition.  Some senior students had 
used the earlier bus designated for S1, S2 and S3 students, causing some distress to the 
new S1s.  This was further exacerbated by a minor collision between the bus and a 
parent’s car in the car park.  The senior management team had addressed this issue with 
the senior students.  Mr Raffaelli reminded the meeting that a new system would be in 
place from next term which would require senior students to pay if they wished to use 
the First bus rather than the Eve bus. 
 
 
-  Other Events 
The under 16’s boys rugby team took part in the final of the Brewin Dolphin Trophy at 
Murrayfield last week, playing very well indeed.  The final score was 15 to 12 to North 
Berwick.  Kay Henderson thanked Mr Raffaelli for attending the game.  The school’s 
production of Grease was a major success, selling out for all three nights and was 
generally agreed to be a very professional performance. 
 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report  
Morag Readman confirmed that the 200 Club now had 140 members and that 
membership forms were available on the school website, and sent out to all parents 
once a year.  
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The winner of the 200 Club draw of £100 for June was number 23 - Mr and Mrs 
Campbell of Dunbar.  The winner of the 200 Club draw for July was number 2 – Mary 
Horsborough of Dunbar. 
 
 
6. Request for Funding 
Biology 
Following discussion, a request for £540.00 to subsidise the Advanced Higher Biology 
Field Studies Trip was agreed.  It was hoped that staff would use this trip as a learning 
exercise to enable them to run the field trip themselves closer to home in the following 
years.  The increasing number of field trip opportunities for students was to be 
applauded, but it was also generally agreed that staff and students should explore 
methods of fundraising to ensure that all pupils could participate in these field trips.  
 
Agreed £540.00 
 
 
7. DGSA Report 
It was noted that the next DGSA event would be a prosecco afternoon tea on Saturday 
22nd August in Our Lady of the Waves Church Hall. 
 
 
Teacher’s Report 
Naomi Barnes reported that it had been very exciting to see the new S1 students at 
school.  Lawrence Tierney reported that a purse had been stolen from the Hall during 
the transition visits and Mr Raffaelli said that he would look at  askingat asking prefects 
to look after new students using the hall during breaks and lunchtime. 

Action: PR 
 

8. Student Council Report 
It was noted that the new Head Boy and Girl would be appointed on 24th June.  S4, S5 
and S6 prefects had been appointed last week. 
 
 
9. Dunbar & East Linton Area Partnership 
Angela McLeman reported on the recent Youth Focus Meeting which had been a great 
success and very well run by Lottie Hirons and Andrew Bell, who had received awards 
from the Community Council for their work with the Partnership.  It was agreed that 
Stuart Gibb, the Area Manager, should be invited to a future DGSC meeting, possibly in 
October to talk about the Partnership’s work.  

Action: GP/AM 
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10. Parent Council Budget 
The Parent Council budget allocation of £265.00 for 2015/6 was noted. 
 
 
11. Correspondence Received 

It was noted that term dates for East Lothian and Edinburgh schools were not always 
synchronized.  Mr. Raffaelli informed the group that parents and staff could vote on the 
issue of term dates.  It was also noted that discussions were taking place regarding a 
fixed Easter break. 
 

 

12. AOCB 

-  Update on the future meeting with Councillors  
It was agreed that Julia Dorin would liaise with local Councillors to arrange a meeting at 
the beginning of September to discuss spending on secondary education.  The group 
would be informed when a date had been agreed. 

Action: JD 
-  School Rugby  
Lawrence Tierney informed the group that BT was funding a grass roots initiative for 
school rugby which would enable the school to play top school teams from Edinburgh.  
It was noted that the standard of rugby at the school had increased hugely in recent 
years, and it was hoped that this initiative would lead to further development. 
 
-  Music Tuition 

Naomi Barnes reported that there were no regular music groups at the school now, 
resulting in very few chances for pupils to perform. It was noted that this was the 
responsibility of the peripatetic music teachers, who were responsible to the Expressive 
Arts PT.  Julia Dorin expressed concern that peripatetic music teachers were often not 
present for their lessons, with no notification to pupils.  Mr Raffaelli agreed to 
investigate these issues and report back to the group. It was also agreed that Kay 
Henderson would include the issue of music groups as part of the interviews for the 
temporary PT, Expressive Arts, next week.    

Action: PR/KH 
 

Kay Henderson passed on DGSC’s thanks to all staff for their hard work this year, and to 
Mr. Raffaelli for his work with the group. 
 
 
13. Date of Next Meeting 

It was agreed that the AGM would be held at 6.30pm on Tuesday 15th September with 
the general meeting to follow at 7pm. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm 
JAM 30/6/15 


