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DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 

THURSDAY 1st SEPTEMBER 

 
 

 

 

Present:  

Dee Davison (Co-Chair) 

Lawrence Tierney (Co-Chair) 

Morag Readman (Treasurer) 

Julia Dorin (Parent Member) 

Anne-Marie Gibson (Parent Member) 

Janet McDougall-Welch (Parent Member) 

Angela McLeman (Parent Member) 
 

Lorraine McLuckie (Parent Member) 

Graeme Parkes (Parent Member) 

Joanne Bloomfield (Parent Member) 

John Paterson (Parent Member) 

Helen Pickles (Parent Member) 

Donna Tsang (Parent Member) 

Naomi Barnes (Teacher) 

Attending:  

Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs C Slowther (Depute Head Teacher), Mrs J Miller 

(Clerk).  
 

 Welcome and Apologies 

Dee Davison welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies had been received from Kay 

Henderson, Wendy Smith and Michael Veitch. 
 

1. Additional Agenda Items 

The following items were added to the agenda:- 

 Activities Week 

 Show My Homework 

 Temporary Staffing 

 Faculty Book Lists 
 

2. Minutes of 20th June 2016 

The minutes of the June meeting were agreed. They were proposed by Lawrence 

Tierney and seconded by Dee Davison.   
 

3. Depute Head Teacher’s Report 

-   Curriculum Information Evening 

Mrs Slowther informed the Group that a drop-in information evening for parents and 

carers of S1/S3 students would be arranged soon. 

-   Instrument Teaching 
Mrs Slowther reported that she had spoken with Peter Antonelli (Instrumental Music 
Co-ordinator, East Lothian Council) regarding student participation at the ELC Showcase.  
He had confirmed that once students had reached a good standard, they were invited to 
attend the Showcase, but that take up wasn’t high at the school.  It was agreed that 
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Miss Ogston (PT Expressive Arts) would ask instrument teachers to encourage students 
to participate in the next Showcase. 
Mrs Slowther also confirmed that a Music information evening would be held in 
February for parents and carers to meet instrument teachers and discuss progress.  Julia 
Dorin also requested that instrument teachers inform students of any absence in good 
time. 
 

4. Head Teacher’s Items 

-   Faculty Book Lists 

Mr Raffaelli would ask all faculties to prepare a list of text books used in lessons.  It was 

noted that the Scholar on-line resource would also be useful for this, and is underused 

by students at present.  It was agreed that Mrs Slowther would invite Mike Faulkner to 

do a presentation to the group in November. 

Action: PR/CS 

- School Improvement Plan 

A list of priorities had now been prepared for consideration by ELC and would be 

included in a future Friday e-mail, along with the statutory report. 
 

- Examination Results 

Examination results had shown good improvements over all stages and subjects, 

particularly in National 5.  Mrs Slowther reported that students’ performance in both 

long and short courses had been analysed and showed that there were no 

disadvantages to taking short courses. Dee Davison requested that congratulations be 

passed on to staff and students.   

It was suggested that an information evening about the curriculum framework, including 

long and short courses and other courses available could also be held, including a 

feedback session for parents and carers. 

Action: PR/CS 

- School of Rugby 

It was reported that a meeting would be held on 6th September to discuss concerns 

about the School of Rugby.  It was noted that Team App had been introduced to 

improve communication between coaches and players. 
 

- Staffing 

Mr Raffaelli reported that ten new permanent and three new temporary members of 

staff had been appointed.  Interviews for the Librarian vacancy would begin on 13th 

September and a new permanent Mathematics teacher would join on 3rd October.  The 

full time vacancy in the English Department had still not been filled, so in the meantime 

examination classes were being covered by staff from the English Department and the 

school were seeking English specialists to cover classes. 

Heather Mackie would be retiring at Christmas; two parent representatives would be 

required for the interview panel.  A parent representative would also be required for the 

recruitment of a temporary DHT to enable Mr Raffaelli to become more involved in the 
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planning of the school expansion.  Mr Raffaelli would send out an e-mail request for 

parent representatives.  Please note that all parents have to have undertaken ELC 

Recruitment and Selection training before they could participate. 

Action: PR 

- School Transport for East Linton Students 

Helen Pickles outlined the transport problems experienced by East Linton students; 

buses were often late and overcrowded, leading to safety concerns, disruption to the 

school and anxiety.  Furthermore, students could not use bus passes to get back from 

after school activities after five pm.  Parents and carers had experienced difficulties with 

the ELC Transport Manager and were now seeking help and advice. 

Mr Raffaelli confirmed that the Transport Manager had undertaken to look at changing 

bus timings, although this will take between 50 – 90 days as it is also a public service 

route. 
 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the East Linton parents and carers would draft a 

short report outlining concerns, particularly safety, and including a record of complaints.  

Parents and carers would be encouraged to share their concerns via e-mail and 

Facebook to enable a full record to be maintained, as well as informing the school, who 

would also keep a record of lateness.   

Action: JB/HP/JP/DT/KH 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

A full report was presented at the AGM which preceded this meeting. 

The winners of the 200 Club Draws were as follows: - 

August  No. 94 

September No.  91 

It was agreed that Dee Davison would write to all new members of staff to inform them 

about the funding available from DGSC.  

Action: DD 

6. Request for Funding 

A request for £385 for a new camera had been made.  Following discussion, it was 

agreed to award up to £450 for the purchase of a camera, memory cards and a tripod. 

Agreed: £450 

Action: MR/PR 

7. DGSA Report 

The Prosecco Event raised £940, many thanks to all who supported it.  A Christmas 

Bazaar is planned for 2nd November, 7pm – 9pm in the School Hall. 
 

8. Teacher’s Report 

Naomi Barnes reported that staff were taking part in School Improvement Plan working 

groups on Friday afternoons to provide direct input. 

It was noted that the new S1 classes were a delight; highly motivated and independent. 
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9. Dunbar and East Linton Area Partnership 

Mr Raffaelli reported that the school’s application for DELAP funding for counselling 

services and student support services was currently being considered by the ELC Chief 

Executive.  It was noted that DELAP would be an appropriate forum to discuss the 

problems of school transport for East Linton students. 
 

10. Named Person Scheme 

It was confirmed that Guidance teams would continue to provide support for students 

at the school while this issue was being resolved nationally. 
 

11. Texas Scramble 

Diane Watt had again organised a Texas Scramble Golf Tournament at Winterfield on 

24th September, 10am to 2pm.  It was agreed that Mr Raffaelli would include a request 

for raffle prizes in the Friday e-mail and Dee Davison would send an e-mail request for 

help on the day to parent members, names would then be sent to Diane. 

Action: PR/DD 

12. AOCB 

- Activities Week 

Mrs Slowther set out the new timetable for activities week for S1 to S3 students: - 

S1 – Programme of free activities at school 

S2 -  Programme of days out requiring payment 

S3 – Battlefields 

A hybrid version would be required this year as a transition. 
 

- Show My Homework 

Mr Raffaelli confirmed that a data protection issue was currently being investigated and 

that an up-date would be provided in a future Friday e-mail. 
 

- Argentinian Students Visit 

Lawrence Tierney informed the group that an U-16 sports team of Argentinian students 

would be playing the school at hockey and rugby on 15th September at Hallhill.  It was 

agreed that Anne-Marie Gibson would ask the DGSA if they could provide hospitality. 

Action: AMG 

- Use of Minibuses 

Lawrence Tierney suggested that the use of the school minibus could be a cheaper 

option than the larger buses currently provided, though it was pointed out that there 

were problems with the insurance of Midas drivers who were not ELC employees. 
 

- Lammermuir Music Festival 

Naomi Barnes confirmed that the Dunbar schools choir would be taking part in the 

Lammermuir Music Festival. 
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- East Lothian Parent Council Meetings 

Joanne Bloomfield offered to represent DGSC at future East Lothian Parent Council 

meetings.  Judy Miller would inform ELC. 

Action: JM 

 

13. Dates of Next Meetings 

Monday 10th October, 7pm 

Tuesday 8th October, 7pm 

Tuesday 20th December, 6.30pm followed by the school concert. 
 

The meeting closed at 9.10pm 

 

JAM 6/9/16 


