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 DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 

MONDAY 26th JUNE 2017 
 

 
 

 

Present: 

Lawrence Tierney (Co-Chair) 

 

Helen Pickles (Parent Member) 

Joanne Bloomfield (Parent Member) 

Kay Henderson (Parent Member) 

Lorraine McLuckie (Parent Member) 

Graeme Parkes (Parent Member) 
 

Donna Tsang (Parent Member) 

Naomi Barnes (Teacher) 

Sue Kempson (Councillor) 

Attending:  

Mr P Raffaelli (Head Teacher), Mrs C Slowther (Depute Head Teacher), Mrs J Miller 

(Clerk).  
 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Lawrence Tierney welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Apologies had been received 

from Nigel Bird, Dee Davison, Morag Readman, Jane McIntyre (DGSA), Verity Sinclair 

and Wendy Smith. 
 

2. Additional Agenda Items 

-   Report on the recent East Lothian Association of Parent Council Members meeting. 

Joanne Bloomfield reported that the meeting had included an interesting talk about ‘Who Cares 

Scotland’, the voluntary organisation which works with care experienced young people in 

schools.  Mr Raffaelli confirmed that Pupil Support staff track and monitor all care needs 

experienced by young people, but that they were only highlighted to staff if there were 

additional support needs required in learning. 

It was agreed that the need for more carers in East Lothian should be promoted. 
 

3. Minutes of 23rd May 2017 

The minutes of the May meeting were agreed. They were proposed by Kay Henderson 

and seconded by Helen Pickles.   
 

4. Student Council Report 

Alistair Fell and Heather Cameron were confirmed as the new Head Boy and Girl. 
 

5. Head Teacher’s Items 

Mr Raffaelli had sent out his Head Teacher’s report prior to the meeting, this can be 

found in Appendix 1 of these minutes.   
 

-   Staffing 

The English Department would be fully staffed in August.  Mr Morrison (Mathematics) 

should hopefully be returning in August.  Interviews for Barbara Leslie’s replacement 

would begin soon and on 27th June for the post of Drama Teacher.  Naomi Barnes 
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reported that Pat Hair, the cello teacher, had retired.  Claire Slowther would check 

future arrangements. 

Action: CS 

-   School Show 

It was a terrific performance this year; very inclusive with a lot of skill on show. 
 

-   Building Expansion 

The final signatures of lenders were still awaited.  It was anticipated that this would be 

done by the end of term.   
 

-   School Improvement Plan 

Mrs Slowther reported that the Draft School Improvement Plan was being finalised and 

would be sent out within the next few days.  Mr Raffaelli confirmed that work to identify 

students at risk of underperforming and provide supportive intervention programmes 

would begin in August, using the Pupil Equity Funding.  

Action: CS 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 

This item and the 200 Club draw for June would be carried over to the next meeting.  
 

7. Requests for Funding 

-   Request for Funding: S6 Digital Media Team 

This request was for £650 to purchase 2 iPad minis and cases for the S6 Digital Media 

Team to make short video clips.  These would be used to communicate with parents, 

support home learning and celebrate achievements.  Following discussion, it was agreed 

to grant additional funds to purchase tripods and additional chargers. 

Funding Agreed: £700.00 
 

-  Request for Funding: Mock Trial Project 

This request was for £747 to pay for registration and help to fund travel costs.  Kay 

Henderson reported that Paris Steele had been approached to help with funding but 

that a response was not expected before the project started.  It was agreed that funding 

would be granted, but if the approach to Paris Steele was successful, it would be 

reimbursed.  It was also suggested that the use of family railcards be investigated to 

reduce travel costs. 

Action: CS 

Funding Agreed: £747.00 

 

8. Teacher’s Report 

Naomi Barnes reported that exams had finished and the new timetable had started. 

A Business Breakfast event had taken place at Knox Academy which brought together 

staff and local business people with the aim of making connections between businesses 

and schools.  Mike Scott would be taking forward this work.   
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9. DGSA Report 

• Funding requests totalling £630 for sports equipment had been granted. 

• The date for Afternoon Tea with Prosecco had been changed to Saturday 9th 

September 3-5pm at Belhaven Church Hall.  Tickets would be available from the 

school. 

• Stenton Primary School would be holding a ‘Stars in their Eyes’ event on 25th 

November with all profits raised going to DGS. 
 

10. Dunbar and East Linton Area Partnership 

This item would be carried forward to the next meeting.  Lawrence Tierney would ask 

Dee Davison to invite Pippa Swan and Stuart Gibb to the October DGSC meeting to talk 

about funding opportunities. 

Action: LT/DD 
 

11. Correspondence Received 

Mr Raffaelli confirmed that the recent terrorist attacks had been discussed at 

assemblies and PSE. 

 

12. AOCB 

Claire Slowther reported that the school website was currently being rebranded and 

would launch in August.  Please contact Ed Offer or Jackie Gourlay for information and 

comments. 

 

13. Dates of Next Meetings and Discussion Subjects 

Tuesday 5th September: AGM at 6.30pm, followed by ordinary meeting at 7pm 

Wednesday 11th October, 7pm 

Thursday 16th November, 7pm 

December – date tbc, but will be on night of school concert. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.25pm 

 

JAM 11/7/17 
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Appendix 1 

HEADTEACHER’S REPORT  

 26th June 2017  

Staffing  

• We have been allocated the following NQTs for next session:  

o Art – Jennifer 

Littlejohn o French – 

Severine Gerhardy o 

Geography – Zahra Rafiq 

o History – Elaine 

McRitchie o Music – 

Caitlin Bruce o PE – 

Stuart Smith o PE – 

Rebecca Graham  

• We would like to thank our NQTs from this session who are moving on.  

They have been a terrific group and we wish them all the best in their future 

careers:  

o Neil Donald, PE o 

Izzy Kerr, Drama o Jay 

Hart, History o Cameron 

Hutton, Music  

• We would like to thank Barbara Leslie (School Office), Isobel Knox 

(Pupil Support) and Sheila Morrison (Science Technician) for all their service and 

commitment to Dunbar Grammar School and the community.  They are retiring at 

the end of term and we would like to wish them all the best for the future!  

  

Budget  

No further update since previous meeting.  

  

School Show  

The school Show, We Will Rock You, is running from Monday19th – Wednesday 21st.  

We received great feedback from last night, looking forward to seeing it tomorrow.  

  

Building Expansion  

Works are still on schedule, I will update at the meeting.  
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School Improvement Plan  

I will bring an update to the meeting for your perusal.  

  

Events   

 House Trip  Wednesday 28th June  

 Last day of Term  Friday 30th June  

 In-service Days  Monday 14th & Tuesday 15th August  

 Students resume  Wednesday 16th August  

  

Thank you to all of the Parent Council members for their continued support throughout 

this session, and on behalf of the staff and students, would like to wish you a very 

pleasant summer.  

 

 


