
Guide to DGS assessment calendar 2017-2018 

This calendar begins to detail the assessments and assignments for Senior Phase National Courses. Please note that this is a working calendar and 

further assessments and assignments may be added. Please see the school website for regular updates.  

The relatively new SQA National Qualifications put a greater emphasis on coursework and ongoing assessment. The thinking behind Curriculum for Excellence is to 
help a young person’s development as a whole. There's also an emphasis on "deeper learning" - in other words helping students think for themselves to truly 
understand a topic rather than simply recite facts, figures and formulae. 

There is an emphasis on drawing on the skills a student develops in one subject and using them in another. To give a couple of examples, in English, a student might 
draw on their knowledge of History to analyse the historic context of a novel, or they might use their knowledge of English to structure an argument in a History 
assignment. Another example would be using Pythagoras Theorem, learned in Mathematics, to work out how much material is needed for a Practical Woodworking 
project 
 

As part of the ongoing assessment process, students will regularly sit Unit Assessments when they are ready. These Unit Assessments will often take place before key 

term breaks at Summer, October, December, February and Easter. Teachers will tell students when these will be carried out throughout the year and will put the times 

on Show My Homework and the school website as appropriate. 

 The different types of assessments are explained below. There is also a colour-coded key at the top of the calendar identifying how these contribute to students’ 

preparation for the examination, and where they actually count towards the final grade. 

Assignment A piece of work which is prepared over a period of time and then written up under examination conditions. This makes up 

part of the final SQA mark (part of the actual exam). 

SQA Performance    A practical performance, which is assessed by an external examiner* 

Performance talking   The SQA examination, which students take in March, and which forms part of the final grade 

Portfolio final assessment  A collection of a student's best work, which is sent off to the SQA for marking and grading. 

AVU Added Value Unit. This is a piece of work, similar to the assignment, which is used to identify the National Level a student has 

attained. 

Extended exam practice under SQA conditions  Designed to give students as close an experience of the final examination as possible 

SQA hall experience Nat5  Designed to give S4 students the experience of sitting an exam in the main Assembly Hall 

 

*N.B. in the case of P.E. performance, internal examiners will make arrangements throughout the year to assess students as and when appropriate to their performance times. 


