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Dear parent / carer, 
 
 
The purpose of this letter is to explain changes to our assessment structure in certificate classes for S4, 
5 and 6, with particular reference to prelims. 
 
 
For several years, we have been moving towards a reduced prelim timetable in January, with ongoing 
assessments taking place throughout the academic year instead. After discussion with our senior 
leadership team, parent council and student representatives, we have concluded that there should no 
longer be a formal two-week prelim timetable. Instead, faculties will be able to decide when to give 
students examination practice, and what this will involve to best prepare students for the examinations 
in May. Following feedback from student representatives, S4 students will still have the experience of 
sitting in the assembly hall under examination conditions, with an external invigilator for Mathematics 
and English. The thoughts behind this change are as follows: 
 
 

 A two week prelim timetable in January resulted in no teaching or homework taking place during 
this period, with the consequence of students losing two weeks learning (10% of the course). 
 

 Prelims were traditionally used as evidence where an appeal was being made to the Scottish 
Qualification Authority. The previous appeals process has now been replaced by an SQA post-results 
service which does not require prelim evidence as it is only a marking check of the exam and 
assignments.  

 

 The exceptional circumstances process, that is where a student is unable to sit an examination, for 
example through ill-health, is not affected as prelims are not required as evidence. Indeed, the SQA 
require the school to provide evidence of the candidate’s ability, gathered during the length of the 
course. 

 

 Students will benefit from this increased teaching and learning time, whilst still having numerous 
‘exam-style’ assessments throughout the year and several learning conversations with every subject 
teacher.  

 

 Students will receive four monitoring and tracking reports with improvement strategies, as well as a 
full report. These reports are designed to give students regular up-to-date feedback on their 
progress and, in our opinion, have a more positive impact.  

 
 
 

(contd.) 

 

 



 Students who are falling below their targets in a number of subjects are identified and meet with a 
member of staff to discuss how we can best support them. For your information, the next 
monitoring and tracking report dates are as follows: 
 
o 12th December 2017 
o 6th   February 2018 
o 27th March 2018 

 
Teachers are experienced in preparing students for examinations as part of their ongoing studies. This 
will usually take the form of past paper questions both in class and set for homework. All subject 
teachers provide example questions or past papers. Students are also given exam practice assessments 
with time limits to ensure their readiness for the final examination.  
 
A calendar of formal assessments and assignments relating to the SQA exams has been prepared by all 
departments and will be distributed to students shortly. Students can try past paper questions by 
downloading them from the SQA directly, free of charge:   
 
http://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm 
 
Please contact the school should you have any further queries. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Mr. Raffaellli 
Head Teacher 


