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Exercise Safe Sanctuary: Tuesday 26th June 2018  
 

Rest Centre Exercise: Schools Brief 
 
 

East Lothian Council, under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004, has a statutory duty to ensure Care 
for People duties are completed when any unexpected emergency impacts on the community.  As 
a result, East Lothian Council has a Rest Centre plan. In this plan there are 4 pre-determined 
Council facilities that are designated to be established as Rest Centre’s, should the need arise. 
Incidents such as utility failure, severe weather and/or large fires may result in the public being 
evacuated and seeking shelter. The Rest Centre’s are established primarily to provide shelter and 
food for those most vulnerable. 
 
All plans need to be tested to ensure they remain ‘fit for purpose’. In 2015 East Lothian Council 
tested 2 pre-determined Rest Centre’s, Port Seton Community Centre and the Brunton Hall in 
Musselburgh, using local school pupils and teachers as ‘evacuees’.   This exercise was a success 
and lessons learned taken forward. 
 
A similar exercise, Exercise Safe Sanctuary, will take place on Tuesday 26th June 2018 involving 
the remaining 2 Rest Centre’s, the Bleachingfield in Dunbar and the Corn Exchange in Haddington. 
Once again the Council Rest Centre plan will be tested by employing East Lothian Council staff to 
manage and run the Centre with the assistance from Police Scotland (security), British Red 
Cross/Salvation Army (to assist with welfare requests) and Lothian 4x4/Raynet from the voluntary 
sector to deal with transport. 
 
To create reality and provide a full test for the staff involved it is important that ‘evacuees’, in 
reasonable numbers, are used. To achieve this, local school pupils were used in 2015 and it worked 
extremely well. As a result, East Lothian Council has invited school pupils again from nearby 
schools both secondary and primary. Agreement has been reached with the schools concerned 
that their pupils can take part in the exercise. 
 
All pupils will be transported to the Rest Centre’s at agreed times and returned to their school once 
the exercise has terminated. The exercise will run between 0945am and 1300 hours. All pupils 
should attend and leave school as normal. 
 
Council staff, assisted by the voluntary sector, will ensure all welfare needs are catered for. Welfare 
considerations include refreshments and lunch. First aid will be provided if required. Police Scotland 
will be in attendance as they are part of the Rest Centre plan to ensure security. Any dietary needs 
should be sent to the email address below. Full Risk Assessments will have been completed. 
 
Sandy Baptie the Councils Emergency Planning Risk and Resilience Manager, who is organising 
this exercise, will attend at each of the participating schools prior to the exercise to brief the children 
and teachers involved in the exercise. Sandy will use this briefing as an opportunity to inform the 
pupils of Resilient Communities. 
 

 
Angela Leitch 
Chief Executive 
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