
Some initial questions answered …. 

 
How much will it cost? 

The 2019 Battlefields Experience will cost £495.00 per student.  In addition, students 

are advised to take some pocket money.  £60.00 will usually give students enough spending 

money to enjoy the trip.  Please be aware that this recommendation may change post 

Brexit. 

 

 
 

 

What are the dates of the trip? 

The first 2 buses will leave on Sunday 12 May and return on Friday 17 May. The other 2 

buses will leave on Monday 13 May and return on Saturday 18 May.  Departure time will be 

approximately 11am and return time will be approximately 3.30pm. 

 

Who are Mercat Tours International? 

Mercat Tours International were the first Scottish-based company to organise 

Battlefields Tours run by acknowledged experts.  All Mercat Tours International guides 

are thoroughly trained and are enthusiasts who conduct the tours with real flair and 

commitment. 

 

What will the accommodation, transport and food be like? 

Accommodation will be in high quality youth hostels and transport will be by luxury coach 

and overnight ferry.  Detailed addresses will be provided prior to the trip.  In the hostels 

there will be various sizes of room and many rooms are en-suite.  Room allocation will 

depend on the size of the group, and students will have an input to this process – all 

students will have at least one room-mate that they have chosen.   

 

Passports 

We will travel on a group passport.  Students will NOT require their own passports. 

Further details will be communicated to parents/carers once the number of students has 

been finalised. 

 



 

The Payment Schedule 

To secure a place on the trip a non-refundable deposit of £100 must be paid by 31st 

August 2018.  The remaining payments are detailed below: 

 

Payment Children in receipt of free 
school meals 

To reach the school 
on or before: 

   

£100 £100 per child 31st August 

£70 £60 per child 28th September 

£70 £60 per child 31st October 

£70 £60 per child 30th November 

£70 £60 per child 31st January 

£70 £60 per child 28th February 

          £45            £50 per child 29th March 

£495 £450 Total 
 

 

If, however, you are concerned about meeting these payments or would like to discuss an 

alternative payment schedule please contact Mr Offer at the school. Spending money is 

submitted just before departure, we will advise when this is required. 

 

How should payments be made? 

We would prefer that payments are made online via the East Lothian Council Pay For It 

option. There is a link to this on the school website. However, we will also accept payment 

in cash or by cheque (payable to ‘East Lothian Council’) to the school office. 

 

What will students actually do? 

The Battlefields Experience is an unforgettable visit to the Western Front in France and 

Belgium.  Students will be in role as Dunbar ‘Pals’ Battalions and will walk in front line 

trenches, gaze across the now peaceful No Man’s Land, and attend the Last Post Ceremony 

at the Menin Gate.  As a rough guide, the following itinerary is likely: 

 

Day 1  Depart at approx. 11am, drive to Hull for ferry to Zeebrugge. 

 

Day 2 Visit Ypres Salient, Messines, Pool of Peace, Santuary Wood, Hooge Crater, 

Menin Road, Hill 60.  

 

Day 3 Visit to the Somme’s preserved trenches and cemeteries 

 

Day 4 Visit to Essex Farm, Poelkapelle, Passchandale, Tyne Cot, Langemark, Menin 

Gate ceremony 

 

Day 5 Leave at 10.00am. Visit to Brugge. Drive to Zeebrugge for ferry to Hull. 

 

Day 6 Arrive at Hull at approx. 9.00am. Arrive in Dunbar at approx. 3.30pm 



 

 
 

Free time 

During the Battlefield Experience the majority of each day is spent visiting the sites 

detailed on the itinerary.  There is a break of one hour at lunchtime and after a short 

evening briefing students are given plenty of free time. The exception to this is the visit 

to Bruges where students have approx. 3 hours to themselves. 

 

Where can I find out more information? 

One obvious way is to ask any of the students who have been on the trip before.  Mercat 

Tours also have an excellent website www.mercattoursinternational and much of the 

information contained in this leaflet is taken from that site. 

 

For those who would like a chance to ask more detailed questions before agreeing to their 

child’s participation a parental information evening has been arranged for 28th August 

2018 (6.00 – 7.00 pm).  Please indicate on the return form if you intend to come along. 

 

As part of that evening parents and carers will also have an opportunity to look at a display 

of photographs from the trip. 

 

http://www.mercattoursinternational/


 
 

 

Putting wellies on to visit the trenches! 

 

What happens of I don’t want my child to attend this trip? 

The trip is, of course, optional.  It takes place during next year’s Activities Week. And 

whilst it is anticipated that the majority of the S3 year group will wish to take part in the 

Battlefields Experience, any S3 student who does not wish to take part will join a school-

based Activities Week programme. 
 

 


