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Dear Student, Parent/Carer, 
 

DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
FOLLLOWING IN JOHN MUIR’S FOOTSTEPS 

CALIFORNIA 2020 
Last week of Summer term in June – First week of Summer Holidays in July   

(Note: all dates are approximate at this time) 
 
We are pleased to invite you to participate in the above excursion to California in the 
summer of 2020.   
 
The aims of the trip are:  
 

1. To celebrate our links with John Muir; 
2. Reinforce the principles of environmental protection; 
3. Maintain links with Martinez our twin town; 
4. Extend the horizons of our students 

 
 
The draft programme of events is listed below (dates are yet to be finalised): 
 
Thursday   Fly to San Francisco/Oakland (depending on flights) 
 
Thursday    Travel from airport to Martinez where we will be met by our hosts. 

We will spend 3-4 days in Martinez where students will be hosted by 
local students, teachers and members of the Martinez community. 
The hosts will pick up and deliver the students to daily excursions and 
events. 

 
Monday Travel to Yosemite National Park. We will stay in the Yosemite 

Elementary School for 6 days. A variety of outdoor activities will be 
offered, including a 3/4 day wilderness camping experience. 

  
Sunday Travel to San Francisco where we will spend 4 nights in a Youth 

Hostel in the city. Pupils will have the opportunity to visit Alcatraz and 
cycle the Golden Gate Bridge, as well as visit other attractions. 

 
Thursday   Leave San Francisco 
 
Friday  Arrive in Scotland (depending on flights) 

 



There is still a great deal of work to be done to finalise details of accommodation, transport 
and daily programmes but this will be firmed up over the next few months following 
discussions with parents/guardians, students and hosts in Martinez. 
 
It is our aim to keep the cost of this trip to around £2400. As the trip is of a highly 
educational nature and is celebrating our links with John Muir, fund raising activities can be 
incorporated.  
 
The party will consist of 22 students (current S4 and S5 pupils) plus 5 adult staff members. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in this exciting adventure please discuss the matter with 
your parents/guardians. We will be holding an information evening on Tuesday 11th 
December at 6pm in the ‘new’ social space. 
 
If you are unable to attend the information evening but are still interested in finding out 
more, then please pop along to T4 at lunchtime on Thursday 13th. 
 
Following the information evening we will be looking for a deposit of £50 to book places on 
the trip in the New Year (details will be announced at the information evening). If there is a 
lot of interest in this trip, students will be randomly chosen if we are oversubscribed 
(deposits of unsuccessful pupils will be returned). 
 
If you have any further questions or suggestions please contact either Mrs Fell or Mr 
Fendick. 
 
 
Mrs Fell and Mr Fendick  
Organising Committee 
 
 


