
Student Council Meeting  
Wednesday 30th January 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting Agenda:  

● Previous Minutes 
● Common School Day 
● Prelim Review 
● Extension Update 
● Visibility of the Council 
● AOCB 

 
Meeting Minutes:  

Present: Jack Miller took register of group:  
Jack Miller (chair), Hannah Dickson (Head Girl), Sophie Graham (minutes), Mrs 
Hamilton (DHT), Kitty Bird, Ynyra Ambrozevich, Aya Metzger, Jack Moore, Thomas 
Calder, Alex Thorburn, William Finscham, Emma Welsh, Ruby Brady, Nancy Bird 
and Malcolm Todd 
Absent: Apologies were received from Ben Dorin, Abigail Sheridan, Georgie Cross, 
Rory Gregory and Sophie Turner 
Attending: Mr Offer (DHT) 
1. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

● Everyone was happy and understood the previous minutes, no further 
questions were asked. 

2. Common School Day  
● JM began a discussion on the upcoming change to the school day structure 

as agreed by ELC and seeked the council’s views on this change.  
● JM looked for discussion and feedback on how the school could best adapt to 

the changes in interval time and start/finish times.  
● NB asked how the new school day would affect those who in lunchtime clubs 

w.r.t the limiting nature of time at break and/or lunch for clubs to run. NB then 
proposed a Bistro lunch pass for those who are involved in clubs that is only 
valid on the day of the club to prevent students from abusing the pass and 
skipping the queue when they shouldn’t. 

3. Prelim review 
● JM began by asking how the senior members of the council (S4-S6) found the 

prelim experience. NB said the experience was really positive and a necessity 
for final exam preparation. They helped a lot of students gauge how well their 
revision strategies are working.  

● NB discussed the possibility of being allowed to revise for a prelim in any 
subject so long as the prelim for the subject has already been done. JM and 
EO confirmed this was a concession originally made in order to confirm the 
prelim timetable, but this possible change would be discussed in future 
evaluations.  

● Prelims came at 4th years quickly, as some had two prelims a day and made 
the process hectic and pressure was increased on students due to the prelim 



timetable being quite tight on time restrains. EO said that the school is aiming 
to reduce this pressure but with increasing student numbers it becomes 
logistically difficult. EO discussed that with hindsight, one way of relieving 
student pressure would be to further reinforce the idea that prelims are 
designed to give an exam experience and not be a judge of the student’s 
ability to continue with their course.  

● NB said that she thinks the prelims will make the exams seem nicer and 
relaxed and it gives students confidence for the exams to make them more 
positive. 

● AT commented that learning to cope with the stress of prelims is very 
important and learning to deal with stress is important for future life. AT 
relayed point from NB that students should be given the opportunity to revise 
for a subject in classes if that subject’s prelim is on that day.  

● EW confirmed that the difference from last year’s prelim model was vastly 
improved and well organised.  

● NB commented that teachers should be allowed to continue with the course if 
the whole class is present and no prelims are on that day. EO responded, 
mentioning that consistency and equity must be given to all subjects and 
appreciated that it is a difficult situation.  

● HD commented that for S5/S6 students the policy on no homework/no 
assignment work helped to relieve stress so students could focus on prelim 
revision.  

● MT commented that people who receive extra time in exams often would miss 
their breaks and head straight to class following a prelim, and suggested that 
these people start earlier in the day to allow them a proper break period.  

● EO commented that it's difficult for SFL to support and manage students with 
extra time or ASN so they don’t feel overwhelmed or exhausted with their 
workloads.  

4. Extension Update 
● WF said that traffic flow on the upper floor of the extension is very good for its 

purpose due to the wider corridor spaces.  
● KB said students like the new tables and it means that more people can fit 

around one table. KB also added that unfortunately some instances have 
occurred of people throwing food in the new social space. 

● EW said that at the beginning of period 1, the areas around the 
assembly/games hall become highly congested as students leave en masse. 
JM said this particularly affects the SMT corridor as this has now become a 
major thoroughfare to access the new extension through PE.  

● EO said that the hall was needed to be used for assembly but the congestion 
could be fixed by splitting people through different doors. 

● NB said the number of doors between the new extension and the rest of the 
school appears unnecessary. 

● EW suggested making the doors magnetic so that they can be kept open and 
closed in the event of fire alarms. KB said that doing recycling is very difficult 
and wheelchair access would be difficult. HD confirmed that wheelchair 
access is possible but it is not easy to navigate through the new build. 



● RB said the litter is progressively getting worse following the new extension’s 
opening in November. 

● KB said that sitting on the mezzanine should be a food free zone as classes 
have to use that space after lunch and break and it's very messy and 
unpleasant. 

● AT said the use of prefects could help alleviate the problem and perhaps 
more duty staff would reduce the litter levels. EO said signs, increased prefect 
presence or more awareness about it should be a main focus and suggested 
introducing table buckets so that rubbish can be properly removed without 
students having to do much. 

● HD said that staff and prefects can help in short term but in long term it 
wouldn’t be practical. 

5. Visibility of the Council 
● JM asked if everyone was happy for meeting minutes to be put on the DGS 

website and asked how we continue raising the profile of the council to all 
students.  

● AT suggested the council taking assemblies for each year group so they know 
who their representatives are and the use of boards in the social space to 
highlight the work of the council and upcoming meeting agendas.  

● Following the idea of ballots being introduced to a potential board, SG raised 
a point that this may not be representative of the student voice as it’s liable to 
tampering.  

● KB suggested having students come along to meetings to voice their 
concerns, JM confirmed that the Head Boy and Girl were looking into this at 
present with their Student Consultation Group. AT said that reminders would 
be useful for all students and parents.  

● EW suggested putting the minutes in the weekly Friday emails that are 
circulated to parents so they are able to see and become involved with the 
council’s work.  

● HD commented that the Wider Student Voice initiative was on more of a trial 
run this year and would be passed on to the successive Student Leadership 
Team next year to adapt and improve its usefulness.  

6. AOCB 
● MT asked if Environmental Sciences was being offered to students as a 

Higher qualification at Dunbar as many students in the National 5 class were 
keen to progress with it. EO confirmed that unfortunately, this would not be 
happening for the academic year 2019-2020.  

● An issue was raised regarding the Girls’ football team as they don’t have 
access to a dedicated coach and therefore don’t receive much training or any 
weekend games. As a result people are showing a lack of interest in the 
team. EO responded saying that this was a discussion the PE department 
would be keen to join in on.  

● AT said that during his visit to a Scottish Youth Parliament event, he heard 
from a variety of students from different schools that student stress and worry 
over upcoming exams was helped and combatted through sessions offered 
by their PE departments such as mindfulness and yoga. AT suggested 



considering this to be brought to DGS as another method of reducing student 
exam anxiety. It was also suggested this could be offered to all year groups 
and not just senior students.  

The meeting closed at 9:40am.  
 
Action points: 

● Bistro passes to be considered for those at clubs at break/lunchtime following 
introduction of new school day in new academic year.  

● Views of the student council to be relayed the Prelim Review Group in upcoming 
evaluation of prelim diet.  

● Practical solutions to litter management in the new social area to be discussed. 
● JM to send meeting minutes to school office staff so they can be advertised and put 

on the school website and Friday email. 
● Possibility of introducing mindfulness or yoga sessions with the PE department to be 

explored.  
 
Meetings to note in calendar:  

- Monday 25th February 2019 (Period 2) in M36 
- Wednesday 27th March 2019 (Period 1) in M36 
- Monday 15th April 2019 (Period 2) in M36 


