
Student Council Meeting 
Wednesday 28th November 2018 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting Agenda: 

● Minutes of previous meeting 
● Extension review (traffic flow, space, toilets) 
● Community Resilience 
● Role of Prefects 
● WSV group meeting plan 
● AOCB 

 
Meeting Minutes: 

Present: Hannah Dickson took register of group: 
Jack Miller (Chair), Hannah Dickson (Head Girl), Ben Dorin (Head Boy), Mrs 
Hamilton (DHT), Rory Gregory, Sophie Turner, Kitty Bird, Ynyra Ambrozevich, Aya 
Metzger, Jack Moore, Thomas Calder, Abigail Sheridan, Alex Thorburn, Emma 
Welsh, Ruby Brady, Nancy Bird, Malcolm Todd and Georgie Cross 
Absent: Apologies were received from Sophie Graham and William Finscham 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting 
● Everyone was happy and understood the previous minutes, no further 

questions were asked. 
      2.  Extension review 

● Traffic flow - AS commented how busy and congested the Modern Languages 
corridor is, AT suggested introducing a one way system to help ease this 
problem. JM suggested that the one way system on the Maths corridor may 
not be effective as it causes students to be late for classes and is 
inconvenient to those who have classes further down the same corridor. He 
also suggested that people aren’t following it.  

● SH said that the SMT corridor is busier due to the new build as people are 
entering through P.E. People aren’t entirely sure where they should enter/exit 
the building and suggested that signs could be put up to direct students where 
to go. 

● JM commented that it’s not obvious which stairs are useable in the new social 
area and SH said that stairs on the outside are usable whereas the others 
aren’t as they lead to the library.  

● Both BD and JM said that a one way system in the Maths corridor is 
necessary, JM also commented on the congestion at the stairs between 
Modern Languages and Maths as well as the general confusion about the 
up/down stairs. SH said that it will be reviewed in the new year once people 
are used to the new build.  

● NB showed her support for the one way system, even though it is 
inconvenient to some students it’s necessary. AS said that people need to 
become familiar with the new build, then things would become easier.  

● MT commented that the six doors leading from P.E. to the new social area 
were perhaps unnecessary, which everyone was in agreement with.  



● AT asked whether the extension was wheelchair accessible and SH said that 
it could be limiting to those using wheelchairs.  

● BD suggested that electromagnetic door stops may be added to the six doors 
to make access for wheelchair users easier.  

● GC showed support for the large corridors and all agreed that the unisex 
toilets are successful. KB suggested that mirrors could be added to the toilets 
upstairs. SH said that they will be added.  

● GC expressed concerns about the library being too noisy due to the rain on 
the roof and noise from the social area during break and lunch. HD and BD 
added that RF (librarian) has spoken to them about the issue with students 
not having a place to sit and read quietly at break and lunch. SH suggested 
that M36 could be used for this instead and commented that other schools 
often use their libraries as more of an open social area.  

● GC suggested getting beanbags for the library.  
● JM asked whether a whiteboard/notice board could be added to the S6 space. 

BD confirmed that the whiteboard will be added today. (28/11/18) 
● GC commented on the lack of decoration in the social area. The Wider 

Student Voice Group will be meeting soon to discuss this.  
● TC asked for an update on watercoolers. SH said that they are still waiting on 

one being installed but for now, the one at PE is the closest place to fill up 
bottles. TC also asked what the purpose of the new kiosk would be. JM said 
that it would be used for Grab and Go as well as snacks and cold food.  

● JM said that the colours are hard to differentiate between on the doors for 
Social Subjects and Health and Wellbeing. 

3. Role of Prefects 
● JM said he had been approached by the bistro staff who are concerned about 

the amount of litter left after break and lunch and the lack of prefects doing 
their duties.  

● GC requested that a prefect rota was printed each week so that prefects don’t 
have to rely on Google Classroom to see when they are on duty. BD said that 
there is one printed off and put on the noticeboard in the social area. She also 
asked if this could be advertised to prefects as it wasn’t clear.  

● NB said that duty badges should be enforced as it allows students to see who 
is on duty if they need help. She also suggested that a “3 strikes and you’re 
out” rule could be introduced to make sure prefects do their duties. SH 
suggested that a more positive reinforcement could be used instead such as 
rewarding prefects with a “coffee and cake” meeting monthly if they complete 
their duties.  

● AT commented that S4 prefects do not get to skip the queue in the bistro 
even though they are doing the same duties as the senior prefects. SH said 
that there are too many S4 prefects to skip the queue. AT said that there are 
many S5 and 6 students who aren’t prefects who skip. SH said that this issue 
needs to be controlled, perhaps by introducing a card that is given out to 
prefects who do their duties who can then use this to skip the queue. JM 
suggested that prefects are monitored to make sure they are completing their 



tasks. SH said that prefects could do this by signing the sheet and then 
getting their card.  

● GC said that the bistro is too small for the number of students who are 
wanting to use it.  

4. Community Resilience 
● AT attended a regional meeting and presented his findings to the Student 

Council.  
● He had previously surveyed students using Instagram about how prepared 

they thought Dunbar Grammar School was for “The Beast from the East” 
which showed that the majority of people believed the school was 
underprepared. He suggested that “Study Buddies” could be introduced so 
that students could work together outside of school to ensure that they have 
sufficient resources to complete the work set to them by teachers. 

● AT also suggested that Met Office warnings and school cancellations could 
be announced further in advance so that the school can prepare. SH said that 
this is beyond the school’s control as it is the council’s responsibility to inform 
the public.  

● AT suggested that a Resilience Week could be introduced to educate 
students on how to be better prepared for extreme weather and how to help 
other in the community if they are in need.  

● NB asked whether this initiative was perhaps a little extreme as the weather 
we experienced at the start of 2018 was very rare. AT said that the same 
situation could happen again so it would be useful if we could be more 
prepared.  

● NB said that a number of teachers who set work during the time school was 
cancelled due to bad weather didn’t mark it despite many of the students 
completing it and this was only set since it is a legal requirement.  

● TC suggested that social media and local radio stations could be used to 
announce when school is cancelled due to poor weather.  

● KB suggested that some students may not want to participate in the scheme.  
5. WSV Group meeting plan  

● HD said that WSV meetings would be taking place next week and that more 
information would be put in registration folders and on the screen.  

6. AOCB 
● AT said that he will be running for the Scottish Youth Parliament in March and 

is looking for the support of the student council. He asked whether the school 
would be able to be involved in the election process to which SH amicably 
agreed, and would like to talk to students about issues important to them that 
he could act upon. 

● The chair wished AT luck in his campaign.  
The meeting closed at 9:40am. 
 
 
 
 
 



Action Points:  
● Signs to be introduced to help students find their way around the extension more 

easily.  
● Look into whether electromagnetic door stops are going to be installed onto the doors 

leading to the extension and the watercooler. 
● Arrange a classroom for quiet reading at lunchtimes.  
● “Coffee and Cake” to be arranged for senior prefects. 
● Lunch passes for those who do their prefect duties to be made and introduced. 
● Prefect meeting to be organised. 

 
Meetings to note in calendar:  

- Monday 17th December 2018 (Period 2) in T1 
- Wednesday 30th January 2019 (Period 1) in T1 
- Monday 25th February 2019 (Period 2) in T1 
- Wednesday 27th March 2019 (Period 1) in T1 
- Monday 15th April 2019 (Period 2) in T1 


