
Student Council Meeting 
Monday 29th October 2018 

Meeting Minutes 
 
Meeting agenda: 

● Minutes of previous meeting 
● Uniform policy (Mr Maxton) 
● DELAP (Alastair Campbell) 
● WSV Groups 
● Watercooler update 
● AOCB  

 
Meeting Minutes:  

Present: Jack Miller took register of group: 
Jack Miller (Co-chair), Sophie Graham (Co-chair), Rory Gregory, Sophie Turner, Kitty 
Bird, Ynyra Ambrozevich, Aya Metzger, Jack Moore, Thomas Calder, Abigail 
Sheridan, Alex Thorburn, Emma Welsh, and Georgie Cross 
Absent: Apologies were received by Mrs Hamilton (DHT), Ruby Brady, Nancy Bird, 
William Finscham, Malcolm Todd, Hannah Dickson, and Ben Dorin 
Attending: Mr Maxton (DHT), Alastair Campbell (Deputy Head Boy) 

1. Minutes of previous meeting  
a. JM proposed minutes of previous meeting, to which the group seconded. 

Members were handed copies of the minutes to take away.  
b. It was appreciated that work had been done by members to fulfil previous 

action points.    
      2.   Uniform policy (Mr Maxton) 

a. EW began with discussion on uniform slips. They were described as 
ineffective as many registration teachers weren’t using them.  

b. The slips appear to have an inability to encourage the wearing of uniform by 
students, especially as many parents are apathetic when their children are 
issued them.  

c. It was noted that the Eco Committee was concerned about the amount of 
paper that was being used to create the slips.  

d. RM clarified that the purpose of the uniform slips was to eliminate the need for 
teachers to ask students about their absence of uniform repeatedly over the 
course of the school day, and not to act as a punishment.  

e. RM recognised that teachers weren’t using these slips and suggested the 
timing of their introduction is a factor in their low popularity. If the slips were 
introduced in June of the previous academic year (2017/18) rather than in 
August they may have been more effective.  

f. A discussion ensued regarding how best to help the school community 
understand the purpose of the slips and uniform policy in general. The 
suggestion of using assemblies on a termly or even monthly basis to reinforce 
student awareness of uniform was a preferred idea among the group.* 

g. EW suggested a reminder for parents as to what students should be wearing 
to school would improve uniform standards. 



h. JM started a discussion on school hoodies - a topic that has been thoroughly 
debated for years. AT supported the introduction, stating the school sports 
hoodies demonstrate the enthusiasm DGS has for extracurricular activities 
and physical activity.  

i. RM reminded the group that the critical question to the introduction of school 
hoodies was their suitability to classwork and learning environments. AT 
suggested that students should be comfortable when learning and hence 
hoodies were a suitable solution.  

j. It was agreed around the table that school hoodies were very popular 
amongst the student body, and this would be reviewed in June with a 
consultation of the school community.* 

      3.   DELAP (Alastair Campbell)  
a. JM introduced AC to the group and explained that both had attended the 

Dunbar and East Linton Area Partnership meeting on the 1st October on 
behalf of the school.  

b. AC explained that the Partnership had requested the student council to 
discuss the results of a 19-month-old survey enquiring what young people 
thought should be spent and developed on out of a range of options including 
parkour facilities and study cafés. 

c. It was noted that the survey was not confidential and had been done during 
registration where votes could easily be swayed, and only around ⅓ of 
students had a say. 

d. GC suggested more students were needed to make the survey more 
representative of student opinion, and while bias could not be totally 
eliminated, using private slips where students tick one option and hand them 
in would improve the reliability of the results.* 

e. JM suggested carrying the surveys out in PSE lessons, as this would only 
take a short amount of time. It was also suggested this was done in 
registration as well.  

f. With regards to the options themselves, TC remarked that sports and 
extracurricular activities in physical education have always been popular and 
are relatively well-funded. GC developed this by suggesting other areas such 
as expressive arts projects could become options within the survey.  

g. There was consensus around the table that study cafés were not as 
preferable as students coming to school to study in the library.  

      4.   WSV Groups 
a. JM began the discussion by asking how often WSV (wider student voice) 

groups should meet. EW stated that the frequency of meetings would be 
dependant on the nature of the group and the amount of work they were 
undertaking.  

b. It was agreed that a meeting of all students (42) currently in the WSV should 
be arranged soon to organise each group and gather the number of members 
within each group. Work could then begin on advertising groups to the wider 
student body to increase student participation where needed.* 

c. GC suggested a streamlined approach to advertising groups would be to 
appoint an ambassador for each group that would present at assemblies and 



go around registration classes so students know who to approach if 
interested.  

      5.   Watercooler Situation 
a. JM relayed information from HD that SH would double check if additional 

watercoolers would be in the new extension.*  
b. It was also noted that the new extension would soon be ready to move into 

and student orientation of the new facilities was scheduled for Wednesday 
14th November, periods 1-3.  

      6.   AOCB 
a. GC began a discussion on college courses for art students. A number of 

Higher Art & Design students were interested in foundation art courses at 
college. These courses would make it easier for students aspiring to study Art 
to transition to university. GC stated that these courses were not available in 
the last academic session. RM said he would look into these opportunities 
and could be pursued with a large enough demand.* 

b. TC suggested that introducing cans of water in the bistro in replacement of 
plastic bottles would be more environmental as they are more biodegradable. 
It was noted BD would be interested in pursuing this. AT stated the Eco 
Committee was reviewing the use of waste bins throughout the school. SG 
remarked that students were incorrectly using waste bins in the social space. 
It was suggested more clear signage of bins and increased spread of waste 
bins around the school and into the new extension would help to alleviate the 
situation.* 

c. GC told the group that she would be fundraising for an HIV/AIDS charity on 
the 1st December. Tartan ribbons would be available to students in exchange 
for donations, and GC was looking for a time slot in assemblies to make 
students aware of the event. SG suggested S6 students would be available 
throughout the day to help fundraise and go around classes as they have free 
periods.* 

The meeting closed at 10.30am. 
 
*Action points:  

- SMT to consider regular assembly reminders of purpose of uniform slips and general 
uniform policy. 

- Potential introduction of school hoodies to be considered in uniform consultation in 
June 2019.  

- Repeat of DELAP survey with private slips to be organised. 
- Meeting of WSV to be scheduled to organise groups and begin including whole 

student body. 
- SH to double check watercoolers are present in the new extension.  
- RM to look into opportunities for Art students regarding foundation courses at college.  
- Further discussion of possible implementation for better waste bin signage and 

spread to be had. Members should ask fellow students their opinions on waste bin 
coverage.  

- S6 members to help with making students aware of 1/12 HIV/AIDS fundraiser with 
GC. 



Meetings to note in calendar:  
- Wednesday 28th November 2018 (Period 1) in T1 
- Monday 17th December 2018 (Period 2) in T1 
- Wednesday 30th January 2019 (Period 1) in T1 
- Monday 25th February 2019 (Period 2) in T1 
- Wednesday 27th March 2019 (Period 1) in T1 
- Monday 15th April 2019 (Period 2) in T1 

 
 


