
Student Council Meeting  
Monday 25th February 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
Agenda: 

● Minutes of previous meeting 
● Fundraising ideas 
● Reviews: The Hub, Watercoolers and Parents/How to Pass Evenings 
● Senior Phase Trips 
● AOCB 

 
Meeting Minutes: 

Present: Jack Miller took register of group:  
Jack Miller (chair), Hannah Dickson (Head Girl), Ben Dorin (Head Boy), Mrs Hamilton 
(DHT), Kitty Bird, Aya Metzger, Jack Moore, Thomas Calder, Alex Thorburn, Abigail 
Sheridan, Ruby Brady, Rory Gregory, Emma Welsh, Georgie Cross and Malcolm 
Todd  
Apologies were received from: Nancy Bird, Sophie Turner, William Finscham, 
Ynyra Ambrozevich and Sophie Graham  

1. Minutes of previous meeting 
● KB commented that it was perhaps unnecessary to introduce bistro passes 

now that the Hub had opened.  
● GC asked if there had been an update on busses for the common school day 

as its introduction will mean that people travelling to/from East Linton won’t be 
able to use the service bus to get to and from school in time. The service bus 
is often late with the time on the school day now. Would a private bus be 
introduced?  

● SH said there has been no update so far but will speak to CS (HT) about it. It 
was asked whether people would prefer to use a private school bus.  

● GC said that there are enough people travelling from East Linton to Dunbar to 
make this a possibility. 

      2.   Fundraising ideas 
● AS asked if there was a specific awareness week for the chosen charity.  
● SH suggested that there could be a continuation of the Motor Neuron Disease 

fundraising. 
● AS suggested that someone could come in to speak from the organisation to 

gain awareness and support. 
● TC suggested that the music department could be involved in organising a 

concert. Art department could run a competition. 
● JM said that the senior team are wanting to incorporate an expressive arts 

competition into Mental Health Week. 
                  3.   Reviews: The Hub, Watercoolers and Parents/How to Pass Evenings 

The Hub 
● AS said that the Hub is very good. The Hub is preferred amongst some 

students because it is open and more easily accessible and has meant that 
there is less congestion in the bistro for those who still choose to use it. 



● JM said that the stairs can get blocked at the bottom by the queue to the Hub 
which causes congestion. 

● KB said that access to food was quicker and easier and the food served is 
good. KB said that people need to be reminded that they can recycle the cans 
that the new drinks come in. (Reminders in assembly w/b 4/3/19)  

● EW asked if there were recycling bins in the new social ares and JM 
confirmed that there are.  

● AT asked whether there would be possible funding for a new card machine to 
put in the extension so that people wouldn’t have to go to the old social area if 
they want to use the Hub.  

● SH said that online payments are currently being encouraged instead as this 
can be used for both putting money on smart cards and paying for trips.  

● SH commented that the bistro is now much quieter and that having the Hub in 
conjunction with the bistro was a better solution over a bistro extension.  

● TC asked whether Grab and Go would continue to be in the bistro or whether 
it would be moved to another location.  

● SH said it was difficult to move it due to lack of prefects and the number of 
doors between the Hub and the Bistro, so it will likely remain where it is as it 
is easier.  

● JM asked whether the magnetic door holders are going to be installed in the 
extension. 

● SH said it will be looked into due to accessibility issues. 
Watercoolers 

● JM commented that the water from the new watercooler tastes like rubber and 
was out of order last week.  

● SH said it was very noisy for those in the guidance base and is inconveniently 
placed in a fire exit corridor, hence moving the watercooler will be looked into. 

● BD commented that it is in the way of people moving down the corridor.  
● SH suggested that it may be more suitable to place it next to the block of 

lockers in the new social area as it is a slip hazard at the bottom of the stairs 
and can cause congestion when people are filling up water bottles and 
queuing for the hub.  

● GC said that only having 4 water coolers for the entire school is not enough 
and MT agreed, saying that it would be more noticeable in the summer terms 
when people drink more water.  

● SH said that EO has reminded staff not to let students out at breaks between 
double periods to fill up water bottles as it should be done at breaks and 
lunches.  

● KB said that the primary school have one water cooler in each corridor which 
makes water more accessible and reduces filling up time as it is closer. 

● AT suggested that each department could have one instead. 
● SH said that they could not be installed on the middle or top floors as it had 

been previously discussed.  
● JM said that it was not practical to have one in each department because 

certain places, such as the maths corridor, would become even more 
congested.  



● JM said that having them on different floors would be very useful, especially 
for those who attend study clubs or extracurricular clubs at lunchtimes as they 
are then not able to leave class to fill up water bottles.  
How to Pass Evening/Parents evenings 

● JM commented that the How to Pass evening had been helpful as parents 
aren’t always given information about how to support their children through 
exams but the evening allowed them to gain knowledge as to how to help 
them.  

● AT believed that some departments delivered their information in more 
effective ways than others. Powerpoints delivered by teachers seemed to be 
more popular amongst parents and students as opposed to teachers giving 
one to one advice to individuals which made it more difficult for parents to 
speak to all the teachers required due to time restrictions. Powerpoints give 
teachers the chance to give more information to parents.  

● SH agreed, saying that parents were more in favour of the powerpoints and 
had requested they were added to the DGS website for access at home.  

● AT commented that the S4 parents evening was shorter than in previous 
years and some appointments ran behind schedule. It was suggested that 
they were made longer.  

● SH said that due to the Working Time Agreement the 2 hour time period was 
more suitable.  

● AT commented that teachers with 2 classes in the same year struggled to see 
all the parents who wanted to see them due to a large number of students 
needing appointments. This could cause issues as parents evening can 
influence subject choices made next year.  

● TC added that some teachers had run 3 minute slots instead of 5 minute ones 
and suggested that this could be introduced.  

● SH said that this couldn’t be fixed in place due to protection from unions and 
that it was up to the individual teachers to decide instead. 

● BD added that this could increase the chances of appointments running late, 
especially if parents have questions to ask the teachers.  

● JM asked whether other arrangements could be made wherein teachers could 
meet with parents at another time who were unable to speak to them at 
parents evening due to timing issues. 

● SH said this could not be put into place as the time of parents evening is 
already set. 

● TC added that the blanked out spaces on the sign up sheet would stop 
appointments from running over, when used correctly.  

● SH said that teachers now sit in the social area, PE hall and assembly hall in 
order to save time. It means that parents do not have to walk around the 
entire school which in turn reduces lateness and potential for appointments to 
run over.  

● SH also commented that parking is an issue for parents evening due to the 
large number of people entering the school. Prefects are also available to 
help guide parents to classes so that confusion is reduced and time is saved.  

 



                  4.   Senior Phase Trips 
● SH updated the group about the suggestion of more trips for seniors. The 

topic had been discussed at Parent Council and some parents had filled in 
surveys at S3 parents night.  

● SH said that Parent Council had suggested a ski trip. It is unsure whether the 
trip will run as ski season is between Christmas and Easter which is around 
Prelim and Exam season and is a busy term for seniors due to coursework 
and assignments.  

● SH said that more research will be done to find out whether there is a demand 
for the trip or not.  

      5.   AOCB 
● SH spoke about Rights Respecting Schools and the teachers who are looking 

for students to volunteer to help promote this within the school.  
● AT suggested that a study cafe could be introduced in the new social area 

after school from 4pm-5pm for those who would like a quiet place to study 
and access to the computers. Staffing the bistro after school hours may be 
difficult.  

● AT said that the Community Centre had been recommended to hold this but 
that the new social area was more practical, especially for those who are 
travelling out of Dunbar afterwards.  

● GC commented on the removal of the Easter Revision classes as they can be 
crucial for many students, especially those studying art who need a prolonged 
period of time to finish folio pieces. It was commented that it can be difficult 
and frustrating for students working to closer hand in dates with less time in 
school. It was also explained that these classes were useful to learn any 
additional tips and tricks for answering subject specific questions and 
questions of different styles that there wasn’t time to go over in class.  

● SH explained that Mrs Slowther has spoken to Richard Taylor and they are 
working to establish study support during the Easter Holidays for those who 
need it. Unfortunately, Easter Revision could not run this year as the cost was 
very high. 

● SH said that a timetable has been organised so that students are able to go 
and speak to teachers in the run up to exams. GC asked whether students 
could see staff during their free periods. SH said that there would be some 
protected days where teachers will not be placed on cover for other classes 
so they will be free to speak with students who need it. 

The meeting closed at 10:30am.  
 
Action points: 

● SH to speak to CS (HT) about East Linton bus services once New School Day plan is 
rolled out for the new academic year 2019-2020.  

● Reminders of recycling would be issued w/b 4/3/19. 
● Magnetic door holders for new extension doors would be looked into for accessibility 

improvements. 
● New extension watercooler re-placing to be considered.  
● Research to be carried out on demand for senior phase trips e.g. ski trip. 



● Possibility of study cafe in the new extension with access to the Hub and computer 
suite to be considered.  

 
Meetings to note in calendar: 

- Wednesday 27th March 2019 (Period 1) in M36  
- April Meeting TBC 

 
 


