
S2 Expressive Arts 

Electives 

As part of their Broad General Education, students will continue 

to study one period a week of Art, Drama, and Music throughout 

S2. In addition to this, they will also have one extra period per 

week in which they will study an Expressive Art Elective. There 

will be three blocks, with three electives to choose from in each 

block.  

During the summer term, students will be asked to rank their 

preference of Elective in each block (every effort will be made to 

ensure that pupils get their first choices however this may not 

always be possible). 

Please see the following pages for descriptions of the Electives 

on offer.  If your child has not made any choices due to absence 

please contact Mrs Cairns with their name, ‘P’ class, and their 

choices. 

Email: fcairns@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk 

    Tel: 01368 863 339 
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Block 1 

Art and Design – Sketchbook Illustration                                                                                                                                         

In this elective you will have the opportunity to explore a variety of fun and creative illustration techniques 

in your very own handmade sketchbook. Using your imagination, you will learn how to visually express 

your ideas in unusual and unique ways. Developing your confidence to experiment, and being able to 

record your thoughts, feelings and ideas in Art and Design are vital for the success of any future artists and 

designers! 

Drama - Production Skills                                                                                                                                                  

In this elective you will have the opportunity to explore a range of production skills through practical tasks. 

Throughout this unit you will learn about lighting and sound design, set design, prop making and special 

effects makeup. You will choose one specialism and create your final design. 

Music – Technology                                                                                                                                                            

In this elective you will learn about the basics of sound engineering and recording. You will learn how to 

use different microphones, the sound desk/recording studio and iPads to record audio in several different 

settings such as recording a live band or recording sound effects for film and TV. This course will also 

involve elements of musical instrument maintenance. The skills learned in this elective can be applied in 

several different jobs such as; live sound engineer, record producer, and recording engineer for film, TV 

and computer games.  



Block 2 

Art and Design - Funky 3D Forms                                                                                                                                                                  

In this elective you will learn how to work with a variety of new materials such as: mod-roc, wire, plaster, 

and clay, to create and construct exciting 3D sculptures. You will also develop your creative skills and learn 

all about the visual element of Form! This elective is ideal for anyone who would like to develop their 

understanding of sculptural art. 

 

Drama - Community Theatre – Leadership                                                                                                                      

In this elective you will be given the opportunity to practically use drama within the Dunbar Community. 

This journey starts by looking at a history of ways theatre has changed the world and ends with working as 

part of a group to bring workshops to the local community.                                                                                                                   

. 

Music - Performance Skills                                                                                                                                                               

In this elective you will be able to expand on your instrumental skills by performing music from several 

different genres, either as part of a group or as a solo performer. This elective will build on instrumental 

skills learned during 1st year music and will provide an opportunity to spend more time specialising in an 

instrument(s) of your choice. The skills learned in this elective can be applied in several different jobs such 

as; music performer, recording artist and session musician. 



Block 3 

Art and Design - Digital Image Making                                                                                                                                              

In this elective you will explore the world of digital art. You will learn how to use digital technology to 

create and enhance still and moving images, such as animation. You will need your imagination to work 

through a variety of different creative processes including the use of Adobe Photoshop.  Digital art is 

becoming more and more prevalent in the world of Art and Design – the skills developed in this course will 

give you a good foundation to build upon for future Art and Design courses.                                                                        

Drama - Scripted Mini Play - Director groups x 3                                                                                                        

In this elective you will work towards a final group performance of a chosen text with a focus on acting. 

You will work as a cast and explore advanced performance skills. At the end you will get the opportunity to 

perform your piece to an audience.                                                                                                                                           

Music - Composition Skills                                                                                                                                                   

In this elective you will learn how to create your own original music. You will discover the processes behind 

creating your own music and will expand on skills learned throughout 1st year music. This will involve 

creating your own piece of music, either as a band or a soloist, and experimenting with different styles of 

song writing to ultimately create your own piece of music. The skills learned in this elective can be applied 

in several different jobs such as; song writer, music performer, recording artist and music producer. 

 


