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25 June 19 

Dear Parent/Carer 
BATTLEFIELDS 2020 

 
Last month 96% of our new S4 students went to Belgium and France to take part in our 17th annual 
Battlefields Experience. These students found out a great deal about World War 1, about the men 
who fought on all sides and, most importantly, about themselves.  I am delighted to be writing to 
you to offer your child the same educational experience in 2020. 
 
The Battlefields Experience is organised for us by Mercat Tours International. They claim that their 
trip ‘changes’ the students involved by helping them to become more reflective and mature 
individuals. This is no idle boast – this year’s supervising teachers agree that all of our students 
engaged with real issues in a deep and meaningful way. The experience is central to our ethos as a 
respectful, inclusive, supportive and hard-working community. Over the 17 years we have taken 
thousands of young people and seen the difference it has made to them. 
 
For this reason we hope to take all of our new S3 students on the 2020 Battlefields Experience for 5 
days next May. This is a very ambitious undertaking which will be co-ordinated by myself and involve 
a team of 20 staff. 
 
Attached to this letter is an important information summary giving key details about the Experience 
which I hope will answer some of your immediate questions. There will be an initial parents’ evening 
in the school on Tuesday 27 August at 6pm where you will have the opportunity to ask any further 
questions you may have. 
 
I hope that your child is able to take part in this Experience as once again it promises to have a very 
positive impact on our young people. In the meantime I would ask that you return the following; 
 
Parents’ evening tear-off slip by 23/08/19 
Parental confirmation form by 31/08/19 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the parents’ evening but if you have any questions in the meantime 
please contact Tracy Gillespie in the school office. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Ed Offer 
Depute Headteacher 
 

 
STUDENTS NAME      CLASS 
 
We will/will not be able to attend the Battlefields 2020 parents’ night on Tuesday 27 August 2019 
 
Number of attendees    __  



BATTLEFIELDS 20, IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
TRAVEL 
We will travel to Belgium by ferry from Hull to Zeebrugge. Students will depart from school or 
Hallhill car park (depending on date of travel) by luxury coach provided by Bibby’s of Ingleton. In 
2020 there will be 5 coaches travelling to Belgium. 
 
DEPARTURE DATES 
There are 2 possible departure and return dates; 
Sunday 10 May 2020 – Friday 15 May 2020 (departure and return from DGS car park) 
Monday 11 May 2020 – Saturday 16 May 2020 (departure from Hallhill, return to DGS car park) 
 
ACCOMMODATION 
Students will stay in either Munchenhof Youth Hostel at Langemark or Peace Village youth hostel 
near Ypres.  The school has used both of these Youth Hostels for years and are very satisfied with the 
quality of the accommodation and their responses to feedback we provide each year. 
Departure dates and accommodation will be confirmed after the February 2020 break. 
 
PASSPORTS *CHANGE TO PROCEDURE FROM PREVIOUS YEARS* 
Students will travel on their own passports. If you have any financial concerns regarding this or any 
visa issues please contact Tracy Gillespie in the school office. 
 
MEDICAL CONCERNS 
Each bus has a dedicated First Aider to deal with known and unexpected medical issues. 
 
COST 
The total cost is £500. A non-refundable deposit of £100 is required by 30/08/19 to secure your 
child’s place on the Experience.  Payment must be made in full by 31/03/20. Payment can be made 
in instalments as follows; 
By 30/08/19   £100 deposit, non-refundable 
By 30/09/19   £ 70 
By 31/10/19   £ 70 
By 29/11/19   £ 70 
By 31/01/20   £ 70 
By 28/02/20   £ 70 
By 31/03/20   £ 50 
 
In addition to this each student will require spending money of no more than £60 to be converted 
into Euros and £10 - £15 in sterling to pay for lunch at service stations on the way to and from Hull. 
 
HOW TO PAY 
Payment must be made by the on-line payment system Schoolpay which can be accessed via the 
East Lothian Council website. You will be able to track payments made on Schoolpay, please note 
that no paper receipts will be issued. 
Schoolpay is set up via a unique activation key for each student. If you require this to set up online 
payments of if you have any concerns regarding online payments please contact Tracy Gillespie in 
the School Office. 
 
EHIC 
Currently European Health Cards are only valid until 31/10/19. However, this may change post-Brexit 
so if your child requires a new EHIC please apply for it now. 
 
OTHER INFORMATION 
Please note that this is an immersive experience. As such students will not be allowed to take 
phones, ipads or other electrical gadgets with them. Cameras are permitted.  
Smoking is not permitted. 
 



BATTLEFIELDS EXPERIENCE 2020 
 

NAME OF STUDENT 
 
 
CLASS 
 
 
Please return this form to the school office by Friday 23 August 2019 
 
 
I would/would not like my child to take part in the Battlefields 2020 Experience. 
 
 
I confirm that I have made a non-refundable deposit payment of £100  
 
 
Date payment made on-line     /   /    
 
 
By signing this form I understand that failure to pay the full amount due by 31/03/20 will result in 
my child’s place being withdrawn and that the £100 deposit will be lost. 
 
By signing this form I understand that after 31 March 2019, all monies paid will be non-refundable. 
(This is a condition of Mercat Tours International). 
 
 
Parent/Carer’s Signature ……………………………………………………….  
  
 
Parent/Carer’s Name  ………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Date    ………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
 


