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In S1 and S2 students will have experienced Faculty Common Courses and Subject Specialist 
Courses from all areas of the curriculum.  As students progress into S3 we will be asking 
them to make subject choices within Faculty areas.  This will allow students to continue to 
have as broad an experience as possible in each Faculty before focussing on certificate 
courses in S4-6.   
 
The table below summaries the choices open to students 

 
Faculty Subjects to choose 

from 
Number of subjects 
to choose 

Any additional 
information 

Science Biology 
Chemistry 
Physics 

2  

Social Subjects Geography 
History 
Modern Studies 

2  

Technologies Business Education 
Creative, Design and 
Technology (CDT) 
Computing Education 

2  

Health and 
Wellbeing/Modern 
Languages 

Religious, Moral and 
Philosophical Studies 
(RMPS) 
Home Economics 
Physical Education 
French (as a second 
Modern Language) 

1 Students will continue 
to study core Religious 
Education, Physical 
Education and a 
Modern Language, 
regardless of this 
choice. 

Expressive Arts Art and Design 
Drama 
Music 

2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 Science Faculty  
Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.    

 

 

Biology 
In S3 students will build on their learning from S2 to develop a deeper understanding of the 
human body including; eyes, ears, bones, muscles and the nervous system. Students 
will then cover the topics Cell Biology and Life on Earth to prepare them for further studies 
in Biology in S4. Throughout the year students will develop problem solving, research, 
practical and experimental design skills.  
  

Topics covered:  
  

Sport Science  
This topic looks at how the human body is built for activity and will involve practical work to 
measure aspects of sporting performance. We will also study the structure of the eyes, ears, 
bones and the nervous system. 
  

Cells  
Cells are the building blocks of life and it is important for Biologists to have a good 
understand of their structure and function. We will look at the differences between plant 
and animal cells, microorganisms, cell membranes, and the important processes of diffusion 
and osmosis. We will also learn about DNA and the production of proteins. 
  

Life on Earth  
This topic is a study of Environmental Biology. It involves the study of ecosystems and how 
living things depend on each other for survival. We will also look at the impact that we have 
on our on the environment and how our actions have an effect on the environment. 
 

 

Chemistry 
The S3 Chemistry course gives students the opportunity to carry out investigations and 
research tasks on a variety of topics including: Fuels, Hydrocarbons, Everyday consumer 
products and Products from plants.  
This course allows students to experience a wide range of Chemistry issues relevant to 
everyday life. By covering common core areas of both National 4 and National 5 Chemistry, 
it also allows progression to a National 4 or 5 qualification in S4 for students wishing to 
further develop their skills and understanding of the subject. Topics covered: 
 
Fuels 
Formation of oil, the use of fuels and their environmental impact on the carbon cycle, 
alternative energy sources including biomass, energy calculations  
 
 



Hydrocarbons 
Fractional distillation, cracking and hydrocarbon families 
 
Everyday consumer products 
Alcohol, carbohydrates, competing demands for carbohydrates as food or fuel, uses of 
alcohols and carboxylic acids, making esters  
 
Products from plants 
Practical based activity on products derived from plants which have enhanced everyday life. 
 
 

Physics 
In S3, students are introduced to a broad range of topics in Physics. Students will gain a 
better understanding of the importance of Physics in the world around them. The course 
will also form the basis for any further study in S4. 
 
Topics covered in S3: 
 
Newton’s Laws 
In this topic, we will cover inertia, Newton’s Laws of motion, speed and acceleration, and 
balanced and unbalanced forces.  
 
Electricity 
Here, we will learn about fuses, power, circuit symbols, series and parallel circuits and their 
uses in everyday life, resistance and Ohm’s Law. 
 
Radiation 
In this section, we look at types of radiation and their effects (including natural and artificial 
sources of radiation), researching the uses of nuclear radiation in society and debating the 
future of nuclear energy. 
 
Space 
Here, we will cover space exploration which looks at telescopes and our current 
understanding of the universe as well as advantages and disadvantages of space 
exploration. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Technologies Faculty 
 

Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.  
 

Business and IT 
What career are you considering when you leave school? Did you know in the next 10 years it is predicted that 
in Edinburgh, Midlothian and East Lothian, there will be 122,500 job openings in the Business, IT and Tourism 
sector – that accounts for 53% off all job openings in the area. 
By studying the Business and IT course you will find out how a business is set up and run.  You will develop 
employability, customer service and IT skills, all of which are essential for the world of work.   
 
You will explore all sorts of exciting aspects of the ever changing business world including; why consumers are 
addicted to the frightful five – Google, Amazon, Apple, Facebook and Microsoft, why adverts go viral, why 
businesses must advance in technology to keep up with competitors and much more! 

 

 

 

 
Creative Design & Technology 
The focus for the course will be Creativity and Problem-Solving in a design context. There will be a range of 
challenges over the year which pupils will respond in a creative manner to show their solutions to the 
problems.  
 
The complete course will enable pupils to progress skills in: 

 2D and 3D Manual Graphics 

 Card/block modelling 

 Computer Graphics including - Desktop Publishing (DTP), and 3D CAD modelling. 
 
The core knowledge developed will be in the contexts of: 

 The Design Process 

 Design Factors – Function, Aesthetics, Customer, Ergonomics, Safety 

 Generating and Developing Ideas 

 
Computing Science 

 Computer Systems – Understand the role of different parts of a computer system. Make informed 

decisions when buying a computer system or related devices. 

 Web- Design – Create web pages using Serif Web Plus and HTML. Create eye-catching websites.  

 Computer Graphics –Edit digital photographs using packages such as Photoshop and Fireworks, create 

sprites for Scratch games and characters for Flash animations.  

 Game-Design – Use a variety of software to create exciting and challenging games. Have opportunities 

to test and play games. 

 App-Design –Create exciting apps using a range of app development software’s. Test these on your 

own smart phone or android device. 

 Software Design and Development –Create computer programs modelled on real-life situations and 

scenarios. 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwii2rP-mOvgAhXm2eAKHTGfAXsQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://pngimg.com/imgs/logos/google/&psig=AOvVaw26YVUSOQCNgyakPHKQ3Sdd&ust=1551881967783058
http://phx.corporate-ir.net/phoenix.zhtml?c=176060&p=irol-logos


Social Subjects Faculty 

 
Students will be able to study two periods a week in one subject and two periods a week in 
one other subject within the Faculty.    

 
Geography 
 

 Weather and climate – UK 

 Farming 

 Glaciated landscapes 

 Climate change 

 Climate zones 

 Industry, trade and globalisation 

History 
  
The Atlantic Slave Trade 

Topics include: 
 The reasons for the Slave Trade 

 The experiences of the slaves in Africa, during the Middle Passage & on the Plantation 

 The impact of the slave trade on Britain & the Caribbean 

 The work of the Abolitionists 

WWI                                      
Topics include: 

 Causes of the Great War 

 Experiences of soldiers on the Western Front 

 Impact of War on the Home Front 

Hitler & The NAZIS                                
Topics include: 

 The impact WWI had on Germany 

 Hitler's rise to power 

 NAZI Germany - the treatment of different groups 

 

Modern Studies 
 
It’s a Mad, Bad World!  
Topics include current international issues:  

 North Korean Dictatorship, Syria, Refugee Crisis, Child Soldiers, Mexico and Drug Cartels, Genocide, 

Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Conflict, Brazilian Street Children, Globalisation and the Impact 

of Palm Oil, and the United Nations. 

Crime and the Law  
Topics include: 

 Why people commit crime, types of crime, the role of the police and courts, punishments, life in 

prison.  



Health and Wellbeing / Modern Languages Choice 

 
Students will have the option to personalise in one of the following options for two periods 
a week 

 
Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies (RMPS) 

 
The S3 personalisation choice in RMPS will build upon knowledge gained within core RMPS 
in S1 – S3.   
 
Students will get the opportunity to choose a topic within RMPS. They will research this 
issue in depth and present their findings. This will contribute to achieving their AVU the 
following year. 
Students will also develop the ability to engage in meaningful discussions and generate well 
informed values. 
 
 

Home Economics  

The S3 course in Home Economics will continue to build on valuable life skills.  
Students will study: 
 

 Aspects of Health and Food Technology 

 Practical cooking to a hospitality standard  

 Aspects of food hygiene, including the opportunity to gain a Royal Environmental 

Health Institute of Scotland (Food Hygiene) certificate. 

Physical Education  
 

This course is for learners who have a genuine interest in Physical Education and who 
are prepared to work hard to improve their own fitness, performance & understanding 
of physical activity.  
The aims are to:  
 

 Develop learners’ understanding of the factors that impact on performance (MESP) 
in physical activities.  

 Develop the learner’s ability to plan for, record, maintain and review performance 
development.   

 
 

 
 
 
 



French as a second Modern Language  
 
Learning a new language enables learners to make connections with different people and 
their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens.  Learning a language develops skills 
which contribute to your future employability.  In S3, pupils have the opportunity to learn 
French in addition to the German they started learning in primary school. 
 
The course will develop your skills in French through topics like Free Time and Cultural 
Studies – yourself and your family, food and drink, festivals, music and film, the French-
speaking world - as well as introduce and expand on the important building blocks of the 
language to enable you to become confident in using and understanding the language.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Expressive Arts Faculty 

Students will have the option to personalise in one of the following options for two periods 
a week 

Art 
What will I learn and what will I be working towards? 
You will learn new skills, you will become familiar with the design process; and you will have 
the opportunity to work on longer art and design projects in which you will be allowed to 
pursue your own ideas. You will also develop skills in talking and writing about art and 
design. 
 
What is the point of studying Art and Design?  
Over the last 20 years there has been an explosion of 24 hour media, the internet, video 
games and advertising. You are growing up in an increasingly visual world, where images 
and designs are used to entertain, persuade, assist, challenge, educate, communicate and 
make serious money. In Art and Design you learn about the decisions that artists and 
designers make through creating your own work and through looking at work made by 
others. Art and Design also gives you the opportunity to make your own decisions, explore 
your own creative ideas and develop your skills. It also develops independent thinking, 
communication and problem-solving skills as well as builds self-esteem and confidence. 
 
So why choose Art and Design?  
There are loads of different reasons why you might want to choose Art and Design. Maybe 
you really enjoy drawing, painting or making things with your hands. Perhaps you are 
thinking about doing something visually creative when you leave school. You might have 
enjoyed Art and Design in first year and not feel ready to drop it yet. Maybe you really like 
studying designs and artworks by famous artists. These are all good reasons. 
 

Drama 

What will I study and what will I be working towards? 
• Acting techniques, including voice and movement 
• Creating dramas from a stimulus   
• Producing scripted plays – acting, directing, lighting, sound, props and costume  
Pupils will learn to think and act creatively with a group. They will also learn the theory 
behind the skills. There will be several opportunities to perform their work to an audience.   
 
What is the point of studying Drama? 
Drama can be a very rewarding subject. It can develop valuable skills for life and nothing 
beats that post-performance feeling! Through Drama you can develop – 
 confidence  

 personal and social skills by working as part of a group  

 life skills like communication, negotiation and problem solving  

 creativity and imagination  

 performance and presentational skills 

 evaluative and analytical skills  



So why choose Drama?  
There are lots of different reasons why you might want to choose Drama. Maybe you really 
enjoy creating, rehearsing and performing in class. Perhaps you are thinking about doing 
something creative when you leave school. You might have enjoyed working in groups and 
not being behind a desk in S1 and 2. You may want to develop your confidence and 
presentation skills. Maybe you like the idea of exploring a range of production skills: acting, 
lighting, sound, set design, costume design or make up. These are all good reasons. 
 

Music 

 
What will I study and what will I be working towards? 
Students will learn to recognise and play a variety of musical styles.  They will develop their 
skills on two instruments or one instrument and voice; and they will be provided with 
opportunities to perform and develop these skills. Students will learn basic theory skills 
alongside musical concepts to help them describe a piece of music. There will also develop 
creative skills through various composition and music technology projects. 
 
What is the point of studying Music? 
In music you’ll have the opportunity to learn how to play a musical instrument and learn 
about a variety of musical styles by playing pieces from these styles. 
Part of learning in Music is about listening and watching professional musicians performing. 
Pupils will build up a musical language which will help them to describe and understand 
Music. 
Music also gives you the opportunity to develop your own creative ideas. Through 
composing and improvising, pupils will develop analytical skills and will improve their 
understanding of musical literacy in a practical and creative setting.  

 

So why choose Music?  
In music you’ll have the opportunity to learn how to play a musical instrument and learn 
about a variety of musical styles by playing pieces from these styles. There will be 
opportunities for you to develop your own creative ideas through composing and 
improvising. You might also learn music technology skills through using computers, 
equipment and software to create and record music. Pupils will build up a musical language 
which will help them to describe and understand Music. They will listen to and watch 
professional musicians performing and will learn how to evaluate these performances. 
Music can help you build your problem solving, research, planning, analytical and critical 
thinking skills, as well as develop your creativity. Not to mention discipline, composure 
under pressure, time management, communication, team and individual working ability - all 
gained from practice and performing in a practical and creative setting.  


