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5 February 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

East Lothian- Exeter \ St Benet’s College- University of Oxford, Residential Summer School 

Sunday 21st June to Friday 26th June 2020  

We are delighted to announce that East Lothian Council will be collaborating with Exeter College and 

St Benet’s College, of The University of Oxford on a fully funded residential experience, for two S3 

pupils from each of East Lothian’s secondary schools. The successful candidates will become Oxford 

students from Sunday 21st June to Friday 26th June 2020.  

Oxford cohort 1, now in S4, have been invited to return in June 2020 and will mentor this year’s 

successful S3 candidates through both the selection process and the duration of the programme. 

Exeter College noted that these Students were one of the best groups to have attended their widening 

participation strategy, and that they are keen to further support the development and transition of 

these pupils to university. This is now a two year programme. 

This exciting opportunity will give your son/ daughter the chance to work closely with world- class 

tutors, who are recognised as leaders in their respective fields of expertise. Specialist tutorials will be 

provided for pupils who wish to focus on Maths, Science, English, History, Theology and Law. There 

will also be a masterclass in Music (Organ). All costs, including travel, accommodation and food will 

be covered by Exeter College, St Benet College and East Lothian Council. 

The selection for this opportunity will involve a robust and competitive process, based on responses 

to a written assessment and a mathematical problem. Last year, sixty pupils sat the assessment and 

received support from their home schools. The University of Oxford looks for pupils who excel in and 

have a love for their subject. They are more interested in thinking process than the need to have a 

definitive response. 

Once the successful candidates have been identified and informed, parents and pupils will be invited 

to an Information Evening.  In order to enable the pupils to get to know each other, prior to the 

departure date, we will organise a number of support session through East Lothian Works. Andrew 

Small (PHD Phil Student, University of Oxford) will lead and communicate the specialist lectures that 

will be provided during the Oxford week. 

Pupils who apply to sit the assessment should be demonstrating the academic potential to apply to 

the University of Oxford. Students who are interested in taking part in this venture should: 

 Submit a letter of recommendation from a teacher, to the Oxford - Lead Depute at their 

school who is Mr Maxton. 



 

 

Letters should be submitted by 9th March 2020 

Successful candidates will be invited to an assessment session in their own school on the 13th March 

2020 

Literacy assessment: will focus on Leonardo Fibonacci’s theory (Nature’s Code) and will consider the 

relevance of numbers, nature, the golden triangle and the theological debate on the existence of a 

greater power. 

The Mathematical Assessment: This is a closed book assessment. Candidates will receive an 

introductory piece of text on a prominent mathematical theory. They will not have studied this topic 

as part of their school curriculum. Students will be required to answer questions on this topic 

If you have any questions or required further clarification, please contact the Curriculum Depute Head 

Teacher in your school. 

Many Thanks 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Neil Craik-Collins   

Education Service Manager 

East Lothian Council 

 

 

                                                                                                                                          

 

 


