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Dear DGS Community 
 
Every Friday, I sit with Mrs Gourlay in the Office and ensure that the weekly email to 
parents/carers has all the information about events coming up. This week, I am sitting at my 
dining table, wearing slippers and writing to you all!  We are in extraordinary times and 
therefore, we have decided to take a very different approach to the weekly communication! 
 
All of the staff at DGS, like me, are really missing seeing students and colleagues each day.  
However, I know that our awesome community is alive and well! I have really enjoyed 
seeing photos and videos on Twitter and hearing about all of the amazing work which is 
going on. 
 
I have also enjoyed the insights into the lives and achievements of our students.  The stories 
of home cooking, trying new forms of exercise and helping others in the community makes 
me feel like I am right back in school! 
 
On Wednesday, I shared a Twitter video about setting into new ways of working.  I would 
like to reiterate the message that this is new and many students will take time to adapt to 
working at home.  It is important that we focus on support and helping each other adjust.  
Please do not hesitate to contact the school by email on 
admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk. A member of the school team will get back to 
you by email or phone.  Students can email any of their teachers using the Edubuzz system.  
We need to remember that we are all in this together and we will help and support in any 
way possible. 

mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk


 
Working from home is all about balance.  Personally, I have been taking time each morning 
to do some exercise (Yoga, Body Combat or Sh’Bam Dance).  I am also making time to video 
chat with friends and family.  I have been keeping in touch with teachers by phone, email 
and WhatsApp.  Mr Maxton, Mr Offer, Mr McBride and I have held our first video 
conference, team meeting! I also enjoyed taking part in the Science WhatsApp Emoji Quiz 
on Wednesday evening! 
 
This bulletin has lots of updates – photos and stories from each Faculty.  I hope you enjoy 
the insight into how DGS is thriving and continuing to be a caring community where 
everyone can RISE to be their best!  We will continue to share daily information on Twitter 
through @DunbarGrammar and @CSlowther. 
 
Finally I would like to say a very heartfelt thank you to the wonderful teachers and staff of 
DGS, who are continuing to support our students in new and creative ways.  We are 
fortunate to have such a committed, caring and dedicated staff. 
 
Take care, look after yourselves and each other 
 
Claire Slowther 
 

 
An Update for S4/5/6 Students 
 
You will probably now be aware that the latest SQA 
communication (24 March 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93658.html) , informs us that we no 
longer need to send to SQA the Higher and Advanced Higher 
coursework that was to be externally marked.  This also applies to 
any National 5 coursework that was due to be sent to SQA after 
Easter. 
 
You will of course be disappointed by this recent news, but we want to assure you that all 
your hard work in completing this coursework is recognised and this work will be another bit 
of component evidence that your teachers will draw upon when considering estimated 
grades that are to be submitted.  We await further details on the process and framework for 
the estimation of grades that SQA need to award results.  As soon as we have this 
information you will be the first to know.  
 
On Monday, I will share a Frequently Asked Questions document and this will be emailed to 
all students via EduBuzz and to parents and carers. 
 
As the SQA communication also stated, the coursework for the range of National 5 subjects 
that had already been sent to SQA will be marked externally. 
 
This is a difficult time for you all and we are doing what we can to make sure that your hard 
work and efforts are recognised.  What we want you all to be doing is to continue to work 
with your teachers remotely, completing tasks that are set to the best of your ability.  All of 
this work you continue to complete will further inform the estimate grades that your 
teachers will submit after the Easter holiday. We are aware that some students would like 
to complete and submit coursework they can do so (to add to their evidence), but I would 
like to stress that this is optional and is not required. 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93658.html


 

 
A Shout out from our DHTs  
 
Our awesome DHTs have had a busy week! 
 
Mr Offer has been working closely with our Pupil Support Team to make 
sure that we are continuing to offer the usual DGS level of care and 
support to our young people.  They have been making contact with 
families and students.  If you would like to contact the Guidance team they 
can call or email you back.  They can be contacted on 
dgspupilsupport@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk.  Mr Offer has said 
that he been missing seeing students, chatting and laughing with everyone 
and feeling the positive vibes! He is busy preparing a digital assembly for 
next week! 
 
 
Mr Maxton has been making sure that digital teaching and learning is up and running. He 
has also looking ahead to plan how we move seamlessly into our new timetable.  He is also 
planning for our new S1 students coming in August.   Mr Maxton kindly put together a S1-S3 
timetable and he is keen to show that the practises what he preaches! He has been 
balancing his day with work, exercise and entertaining his daughter with his musical talents! 
 

   
 
Mr McBride has been working in the Dunbar Hub this week alongside Mrs Payton, Miss 
MacDonald, Miss Williamson, Miss Courtney and Mrs Gillespie.  When he has been at home, 
he has been supporting students with SQA queries.  His two wee lovey dogs have even been 
helping out! 
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Health and Wellbeing 
 
This week the HWB faculty have been adapting to the challenges of our new working life. I 
am sure there are many students who have been feeling exactly the same. We want you to 
know, we are here to support you- we are all in this together! 
 
DGS is known for its caring community, and this is something that has been evident in our 
students this week. The number of students sharing pictures of their home cooking and 
baking with DGS Home Ec has been amazing. Furthermore, there have been many students 
caring for elderly family members and dropping off their home baking and cooking. This has 
been incredible to see! Please keep sending us pictures of what you have been making. Tag 
@DGS Home Ec.   
 

    
  

 
 

 

Continuing on with the theme of caring, Team PE have been caring for 
Mr Fraser in his time of need. 
https://twitter.com/MrSutherland2/status/1242894599208738816 . 
We have been making sure we take breaks to have fun. Make sure you 
take some time every day to have some fun too! 
 
 
 
Team PE have set a number of different suggestions to ensure 
everyone is getting at least 20/30 mins of exercise per day. There have 
also been some challenges posted on our social media platforms. 
Please look out for different challenges, and make sure to send your 
pictures or videos to @DGS Sport so we can see how you are getting 
on. Exercise will help with our physical health, but more importantly, it 
will impact positively on our mental health. Please have a look at our 
DGS Sport Instagram for a number of apps that can help with improving your mental 
wellbeing.  
 
 
 
 
RME have had a great response to the different projects that have been set out for our S1-
3's. 
S1's have been looking at Homelessness and some of our students have been sending their 
work in which has been great  

https://twitter.com/MrSutherland2/status/1242894599208738816


    
 

 
S2's are working on Islam, and looking at the 5 Pillars of Islam. Again some great work being 
produced. 
S3's have been researching different Cults and are beginning to create a project based on 
two of their choice.  
All tasks that have been set are due in the next 2/3 weeks so please take your time and plan 
when you are going to complete these over the next few weeks.  
RMPS have also set up a new twitter account @DgsRmps  Please share any work with us on 
there so we can showcase your great work! 
 
 
All Senior work is being posted on specific Google Classrooms. Please make sure to email 
your teacher if you have any questions regarding any of the work that is set.  
 
A final thought for this week- as we prepared for school closures and the uncertainty of this 
new way of work, I spoke with a number of classes last week about ensuring that our 
physical and mental wellbeing is a top priority at this time. Additionally, I spoke to our 
students about looking out for our friends and family. If we can be one thing, Be Kind! It is 
incredible that even from my home, I can see all the acts of kindness that are going on 
within our DGS community. Let's keep this going and keep sharing any pictures or videos 
with us on social media.  
 
 
Don't forget, we are all in this together, and we are here to support you during this 
challenging time.  
 
Looking forward to seeing even more of your great work next week! #RISE 
 
Mr Sutherland (On behalf of HWB Faculty).   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Science 
 
What has been happening in Science this week? 
 
We have been amazed by the quality of some of the work that has been submitted by 
pupils. It’s really pleasing to see that pupils want to ask questions, want to get a better 
understanding, and want to see how their teachers are doing. 
 
We have had Zoom video meetings, online professional development courses, group chats, 
Minecraft chemistry and an emoji quiz. 
 
Pupils have covered work on coronavirus and vaccines, chemical formulae, white blood 
cells, the solar system, and catalysts. Here are some examples of what has been submitted 
so far. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Social Subjects 
 

The Social Subjects Faculty have been getting to grips with the new digital teaching and 
learning this week.  We’ve had great fun learning and sharing ideas with lots of colleagues. 
We’re also really proud of all our students and how quickly they have adapted to working 
from home.   
 
 
The students from S1-S6 have been doing a vast range of activities;   
Quizzes on Google forms for the new S2 Russia course, Political campaign manifestos, 
researching the Himalayas, Looking at the successes and failures of the UN in recent 
decades, studying the weather and using weather symbols and watching Prime Minister’s 
Questions in Modern Studies, in undoubtedly the toughest week for the UK government and 
NHS in a generation. 
 
 
For many of the staff in the Social Subjects Faculty the highlight of the week has been 
keeping in touch with pupils in their classes.  They’ve enjoyed giving them feedback to all 
the great work they’ve completed along with just checking how they’re getting on.  The 
teachers have also enjoyed reading the dissertations and folios of Advanced Higher pupils 
which will be great preparation for university academic life. 

 
S3s were asked to make some homemade weather equipment, see the rain gauge below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

English 
 

This week, S1s have been creating superheroes and villains to use in their own comic strips 
next week (photos attached). S2 English has been planning to create their own book trailers. 
S3 have mostly been writing essays based on a text and senior phase have been smashing 
through planned learning (we've probably had about a 95% engagement rate; they are 
working so hard!). 
 
On a personal note, I've been flooded with emails all week and so many have said 'hope 
you're keeping well' or 'I know you're busy but' which is just a nice reminder of how kind 
and thoughtful our pupils are! 
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Pupil Support 
 
Everyone is doing so well in our PSE Google Classrooms. The Guidance staff are amazed at 
how much work you are doing and also the quality of work you are sending us. 
Just to confirm, it is ok to work in pairs or small groups – lots of you have been asking about 
that! 
 
Teachers are also loving hearing from you when you return work. Please give us a wee 
message to let us know how you are getting on - we will try to answer back as quick as we 
can!! 
 
 
If you are struggling with anything or just fancy a wee chat, just e mail your Guidance 
teacher or the Pupil Support e mail address. In a time when there is lots of uncertainty, it’s 
ok to feel a bit strange. There are lots of people who just need reassurance right now. We 
are all here to help. Just because the Guidance Room is sitting empty right now, we are all 
still around to chat if you need it. 
 
Mr Martin is leading the Guidance staff in technology and we even had a ZOOM meeting 
this week to discuss PSE. Even at our old age, we can still learn new things. Every day is a 
school day – even when the school is closed! 
 
Mr Martin is also keen to let 5C5 know that his plant is alive and well! His registration class 
5C5 nurtured it for years and it has just come into bloom for the first time in 2 years! 

 
 
Please let us know if there are any specific PSE topics you would like to work on! 
We are working hard to try to see if we can engage people in different ways of learning that 
we think you will really like! Watch this space! 
 
Follow us on Twitter (@DunbarGrammarPupilSupport) for more info and updates!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 



Maths 
 
 
Our BGE has been getting up and running this week.  The first years are continuing to work 
through unit 3 of the course (Percentages, Time, Special Numbers & Equations).  The S2s are 
consolidating all work from the entire S1-S2 course as we prepare to get ready for S3.  The 
S3s are continuing their courses with some looking at Algebraic skills and others looking at 
the geometry of a circle!  Pupils have been sending in photographs of their jotter work and 
getting feedback from their teachers.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
What the teachers have been up to – any professional learning or fun activities to keep their 
sanity! 
The team’s priority this week has been to get used to our new virtual classroom 
environments.  It has been really strange not being able to work with youngsters face to face 
but we are making the most of things!  We have all been learning how to do what we normally 
do through Google classroom and we have been learning how to video conference with each 
other!!  First faculty Zoom meeting takes place today – watch this space!! 
 
 
To all families, we pride ourselves on building relationships with pupils and their families.  
Please get in touch with us!  We can provide support in a lot of ways and as we are learning 
this week, not much is impossible!!   
 
To all students, if you can please get in touch with your teacher and let them know how you 
are getting on, we miss you!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Modern Languages 
 

Lots of work is being shared on Show My Homework and the teachers have been really 
impressed with how many students have been engaging! On Wednesday 30 S1 students 
joined the oline Gimkit activity! 
 

 
 
The team have also been promotong foreign langauges films which are avaliable on Netflix! 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Technologies 
 
S1 Technologies – Students have been working on a common task across Technologies 
looking at the development of the telephone for communication, this leads on to investigating 
how communication devices have transformed our society next week 

 
 
S2 Creative Design Technology – Students have been working on a Product Design task 
themed around cartoon / game characters designing products suitable for their chosen 
character and  adding notes explaining why the design will work. Next week is a similar task 
based on Architecture.  
 

 
 
 
 
S3 Creative Design Technology - Students have been sketching products practice based on 
the items they are using for home learning with video tutorial to help with 3D sketching.  



 

 
 
Senior phase - continuing revision materials / past paper questions to build bank of evidence 
for estimated grades.  
 
Teachers – We dipped our toes into Twitter! Developing video resources to help with distance 
learning... Mr Whitmore has been reading "The Teaching Delusion". Mr Fendick has been 
working through some of his creative thinking books. Mr King has made a very entertaining 
Twitter video on how to bake a cake in a mug! 
 
In S3 Computing - pupils have been working on their knowledge of memory and storage 
within computer devices. They have worked their way through a booklet that they will use to 
remember different computing concepts. 
In S2 Computing - pupils have been working on a booklet that includes poems and riddles to 
help them remember computer components, malware, internet safety and lots of different 
computing terms.  
 
S2 Computing - students have been creating their own apps 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quarintime by Ellis 

Art Wall by Darwin 

Help Fight Corona 
by Kate Random Flip by 

Jasiu 



 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S3 have been practicing using their market research skills, understanding the difference 
between primary and secondary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Game Finder by 
Ewan 



Expressive Arts  Week 1: 23rd -27th March 2020 

BGE S1 & S2  S3 Seniors S4, S5 & S6 What the teachers have been up to! Message to Students and Families  
Our budding Artists and 
Designers have been 
getting creative with 
their imaginations and 
photography skills by 
using found objects from 
in and around the house, 
to complete the ‘Name 
Letter’ challenge and the 
‘faces’ challenge inspired 
by the artist Arcimboldo. 
 
Meanwhile, our 
youngest Drama 
students have been 
working on creating 
Haunted House Stories. 
The S2’s have been 
exploring different 
genres through movie 
trailers and considering 
how production skills 
can help add to the 
overall impact of a 
movie and make the 
genre clear.  
 
Lastly, our keen 
Musicians have been 
researching their 
favourite songs on you-
tube and explaining 
what it is that makes it 
their favourite! 
 
 

S3 Artists and Designers 
have been doing a great 
job of keeping our spirits 
high with their very 
humorous Fine Art 
Memes!  
 
The S3 Drama students 
have been considering the 
skills needed to be a 
successful You-tuber in 
preparation for creating 
their own brand and 
channels (exclusively for 
DGS Drama Department 
unless they wish to post 
independently).  
 
S3 Musicians have been 
analysing and commenting 
on the different types of 
Music used in film and 
how it fits in with the 
theme of the film.  
 
 

Some of our senior Artists and 
Designers have been working 
on their practical folio work 
from home. It has been lovely 
to see photos of the work in 
progress to date!  
 
Drama seniors have been 
working on a variety of 
revision style tasks to keep 
their knowledge and skills 
sharp!  
 
Senior Musicians have been 
busy sending in recordings of 
themselves practicing a new 
piece of music.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

All of our teachers have been busy getting to grips 
with new routines and new ways of working!  Some of 
us were already very experienced with Google 
Classrooms and some of us have been trying to get to 
grips with all the possibilities and making new 
discoveries every day! There has been lots of chat 
between teachers to share ideas and suggestions; on-
line and via What’s App messages.  Some of us have 
even had live video calls and Zoom meetings, and have 
been collaborating with colleagues in other East 
Lothian Schools and indeed throughout Scotland! We 
have been busy setting tasks for our students and we 
have started planning for future tasks. We have also 
really enjoyed hearing from our students on Edubuzz 
and Google Classroom, and keeping in touch with 
them.  
 
This week some teachers have also enjoyed the 
opportunity to work on developing their professional 
skills – Ms Macaulay finally got round to finish a 
painting she started 8 months ago and Ms Fox has 
been challenging herself on her Piano.  Meanwhile 
Mrs Kazimoglu and Mrs Cairns have been practicing 
their multi-tasking skills to juggle their own children’s 
home learning alongside their virtual teaching! 
And Miss Gaughan has discovered a new hobby and 
has been spending her evenings learning how to make 
a variety of different types of bread – although she 
thinks she still needs more practise! We will all be 
more happy to test help her sample her baking when 
we get back to school! And of course all of our faculty 
pups have been getting plenty of attention from their 
humans this week.  
 
All of our teachers have been keeping safe, supporting 
one another and ensuring that we are all in good 
spirits 

Enjoy the time with your family! Try to 
have fun, get creative and think outside 
the box; find opportunities for learning 
outside the Norm! Don’t work too hard 
and do keep in touch with us! Send us 
an email if we have any questions at all!  
 
Keep an eye out for our social media 
pages for updates: We currently have a 
competition running on our Art and 
Design account – suitable for all DGS 
students and their families!  
 
Instagram:  
dgsartanddesign 
dgsmusic.dpt 
 
Twitter:  
@dgs_drama,  
@dgs_MusicDep 

 









 
 
 


