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22 April 2020  
Dear Parent/Carer/Student   
 

Welcome Back to Summer Term 
 
Welcome back, despite the unusual circumstances, I hope you have all managed to have a 
safe, happy and relaxing Easter break.  The glorious sunshine was most welcomed and I 
hope you were able to take advantage of this. 
 
Online learning for all students has resumed and I would like to thank the many parents and 
carers who took the time to complete our online survey.  The leadership team are taking 
time this week to consider the feedback and we will use this to inform our approaches to 
online learning over the coming weeks.  All work for S1/2/3 will continue to be set on Show 
My Homework and Senior Students should continue to access their Google Classrooms. 
 
 This newsletter will cover updates on several key areas.  As always, please do not hesitate 
to contact the school on admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk if you have any further 
questions 
 
SQA Qualifications 2020  
  
On Monday, we have received SQA guidance on school approaches to finalising student 
estimate grades by 29 May, and we will now consider that information across subject teams.   
Full details can be found at https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93920.html  
 
We have been clearly advised by the SQA that ‘there is no requirement to set additional 
mock or prelim exams or homework tasks for the purpose of determining a candidate 
estimate’ and they have also very clearly stated ‘No candidate should be disadvantaged if 
they were unable to complete any work set after (schools) were closed’. They add that 
‘Where candidates have completed additional work after school and college closures, 
teachers should exercise caution where that evidence suggests a change in performance. In 
many cases, it is likely to reflect the circumstances and context in which the work was done.’   
 
We will of course ensure we use a range of evidence to come to a decision about each 
student’s estimate grades in all of their subjects so that their achievements are rightly and 
fairly recognised and rewarded. In the meantime, between now and the change of 
timetable, any work will focus on worthwhile skill development for next steps in learning, 
rather than on work designed to inform estimates. 
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Timetable Change  
  
Our calendar date for timetable change was previously 1 June. However, given that there 
are no longer examinations for students to complete, it makes sense to move forward 
senior phase learning as early as possible. East Lothian Secondary Schools are all now 
finalising plans to move current S3-5 students into new-course Google classrooms earlier 
than usual, in mid-May, and a separate letter next week will detail arrangements.  
 
If any students or parents/carers have any questions around course choices or would like to 
make any changes, they should contact Mr Maxton at 
rmaxton@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
  
Pupil Support 
 
Our Pupil Support team have been making contact with as many students and their families 
as possible.  I would like to remind all students that they can contact Guidance teachers by 
emailing them on Edubuzz.  The Guidance teachers can reply by email or can give you a call 
if you would prefer a chat. 
 
Parents and carers can email dgspupilsupport@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk for Pupil 
Support questions at any time.  Similarly, the Guidance team are happy to reply by email or 
telephone. 
 
Update on School Trips 
 
As you are aware the school trip(s) planned for the summer term will now no longer be 
going ahead due to the current situation with COVID19. We are in close discussions with 
both the Council and the relevant companies to discuss potentially rescheduling or refunds. 
This includes the following DGS trips 

 S2 Activities Week  

 Battlefields  

 Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions  

 S1 Trip to Germany 

 California  
 

We will contact you as soon as we have confirmation on the position for each trip. Please be 
aware that in the event of a refund, it may take a period of time before repayments show in 
your online account. In this respect I would appreciate your support and patience in 
allowing this work to be undertaken which we will do as quickly as possible. 
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Do contact us online if you have any further questions that this letter does not address, and 
I wish you and your families well, at this difficult time.  
  
Yours sincerely,  

  
  
Claire Slowther,  
Head Teacher 


