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Dear DGS Community 
 
This is a week which I am sure has had an emotional aspect for many staff and students.  
This was due to be our activities week and I know I have spent time this week thinking about 
what ‘should have been happening today for our S1, S2 and S3 students’.  However, I have 
been uplifted and inspired by students and staff sharing work, stories and even reading 
recommendations.  We will continue to plan how to create special experiences and 
opportunities for our students in the future to compensate for these missed ones. 
 
I have spent another week in the Dunbar Hub.  I know when I 
think back on this period of my life one of the resounding 
memories will be that it seemed to be constantly sunny!  
 
 
 
I have also been busy working with staff across the school 
planning for the introduction of new courses next week 
and the finalisation and quality assurance of estimates to 
be sent to the SQA.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
We are an incredibly collaborative school and working 
together as a staff is key.  This is still very much 
happening and we are quickly adapting to video 
conferencing.  A highlight of my week was the parent 
council meeting on Monday night.  It was fantastic to be 
joined by 14 members of the group and engage in such a 
positive and supportive discussion about our 
community. 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, just a little reminder that Monday 18th May is a school holiday and there is no 
expectation for students to be working.  Have a lovely weekend 
 
Take care 
 
Claire Slowther 
 
 
 
 

Updates for Families of S1 and S2 Students 
 
This week we shared a guide to online learning in the BGE for students in S1 and S2.  This 
details time expectations and examples of the type of work you can expect from each 
subject area.  This can be found here: https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Home-Learning-Guide-for-S1-and-S2.pdf 
 
S1/S2 Reports 
 
We were due to send out our second S1/S2 tracking report at the end of May. 
Unfortunately, due to the system needed for all staff to complete these being unavailable 
remotely for most of our staff, we will be unable to complete these reports.  We apologise 
for this.   
 
 
 
 

S3/S4/S5 Timetable Change 
 
 
On Tuesday 19th May all S3/S4 and S5 students will commence their 2020/21 courses.  
 
On Tuesday morning, each student will receive Google classroom invites to their new 
courses.  We ask all students to join these classes and work will be posted.  Please note that 
the teachers assigned to these classes are in place until summer. 
 

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Home-Learning-Guide-for-S1-and-S2.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Home-Learning-Guide-for-S1-and-S2.pdf


 
 
The approximate weekly time allocation for work for each course is; 
 
Long Courses/Higher/Advanced Higher – 4 hours 
Short courses – 2 hours 
 
For most subjects, work will be set on a Monday and one week will be given to complete.  
We believe that this approach will allow students flexibility to plan their learning. 
 
If any students or parents/carers would like a reminder of which courses they picked at their 
coursing interview, they should contact Mrs Hamilton at 
shamilton@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk    
If any students would like to make a change to their initial choices, they should contact Mr 
Maxton at rmaxton@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  

 
A Shout out from our DHTs  
 
As I type, the 18th DGS Pals Battalion should be on Belgian soil, just arriving at Sanctuary 
Wood and putting on our wellies for our eighteenth Battlefields experience. Our 20 strong-
staff and 170 students are hugely disappointed that circumstances mean they are not yet 
being led through the trenches by the wonderful team at MTI. The experience is central to 
our ethos at DGS as a respectful, inclusive, supportive and hard-working community. For 
over seventeen years we have taken thousands of young people and seen the impact of the 
experience on them. 
 
On the trip we hear so many stories of young men and women who did not ignore the 
challenges they faced but instead took them as a test of their inner strength. They made a 
personal and inner triumph out of their difficult experiences. On Friday, a student from last 
year asked me for a link to the songs she had heard on the experience. She and her friends 
wanted to remind themselves of the experience and of the strategies of coping and hoping 
it gave them. Just one example of why our community values the Battlefields experience so 
much. 
 
For now our S3 students are focussed on becoming our new S4 and looking forward to new 
courses and experiences. We will continue to work with MTI to find a way to get them over 
to Belgian soil when we can. 
 
Keep the home fires burning troops! 
 
Mr. Offer 

 

 

mailto:shamilton@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk
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This week has been particularly busy week but among the highlights were 
attempting to cut my own hair – not entirely successful, participating in my 
first online parent council meeting, making a bit more time for reading and 
trying to learn how to make the perfect loaf of Sourdough – also not entirely 
successful.   
 
 
In doing this I’ve been reflecting on how the rhythm of our lives has shifted 
over the last few weeks and how challenging it might be when we do start to 
prepare for a return to some kind of normality.  Although I think many of us 
have surprised ourselves with our ability to adapt to the current situation that 
doesn’t mean that change is easy and the same will no doubt be true of our 
journey on the other side.  
 
 
What gives me peace of mind is the 
extraordinary examples of ingenuity, creativity 
and community that pupils and staff have been 
exhibiting over the last few weeks and the 
extraordinary resilience of our community in 
seeking constructive solutions to the problems we’ve 
faced. I feel confident these qualities will help us RISE 
to meet whatever challenges lie ahead, albeit in my 
case with a slightly lopsided looking hair-doo! 
 
Mr McBride 
 
 
 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
I’m still missing you all. It’s been great to hear from those of you over the last 
few weeks who have been looking to re-course. It has made working from 
home that wee bit more pleasurable. The new timetable next week might 
bring up issues with your coursing. Don’t worry if it does. Get in touch and we 
will try our best to sort it. In the meantime, have a great weekend and stay 
positive.  
 
Thanks 
 
Mr Maxton 

 



 
 
 
 

HWB Weekly Update 
 

PE 
With the recent change in being able to exercise more than once per day we have been encouraging 
our students to get outside and take part in some form of activity as often as possible. We are 
continuing to post on our Google classroom and encouraging everyone to fill out our Wellbeing Diary 
once they have completed any form of exercise. This has been great for us teachers to track your 
progress and see what different activities you have been carrying out. We have had over 700 
responses which has been great and we want to encourage you to continue to fill this in. Here are 
some of the responses we have had so far. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Some of our teachers have also been using their time to get through their reading list and have 
subbed scrolling on their phones for reading. A great way to relax and switch off from everything for 
a while. Why not try it yourself? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HE 
This week like every other in lock down we have been sent a number of pictures to show us the 
great cooking and baking that is going on at home. We have been suggesting some new recipes to 
try and many of our students have produced some truly scrumptious dishes. Here is a look at some 
that have been sent in. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep the pictures coming in, it is great to see what you are baking and cooking at home.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Miss Courtney and Miss Combe have also been very busy in lock down helping to produce new 
‘scrubs’ for carers and nurses. They have been doing a fantastic job alongside other HE teachers 
from EL and we are super proud of them!!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RME 
Within RME we have been continuing with our project work for our S1-3’s.  
 
S1’s have been looking at homelessness and some of the different reasons as to why people become 
homeless.  
 
S2’s have been continuing on with their project on Islam looking in particular at the stereotypes that 
have been formed around Islam.  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
S3’s have been focusing on certain Cults and researching them, with some looking at ‘Scientology’ 
and ‘The KKK’. 

 
All these tasks have been set to allow you 2/3 weeks 
to complete. Your teacher will post on google 
classroom to let you know what your next project will 
consist of.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you for all your hard work this week and continue to stay safe and stay active! 
 
Team HWB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

    Pupil Support Update 
 

Pupil Support staff are continuing to work and plan for all DGS students. Whilst we are all 
busy, we are missing the knocks at our doors, the random chats in the corridors and the 
many conversations we have on a daily basis. I think there is going to be a lot of chat and 
blethers and catching up when we do get back to school. You know how we all love to chat!! 
 
This week, we have been working at opposite ends of the school. Firstly, we are working 
with our external partners to make sure all of our Senior Phase students have plans in place 
for next session. If you are unsure about your plans or need any help or advice, please do 
not hesitate to get in touch with your Guidance Teacher. Likewise, if your plans have 
changed, let us know! Our SDS team (Lynn Telford and Emma Scott) are working with some 
students, but still have capacity to offer help and advice to more. Please contact your 
Guidance Teacher if you would like a phone call or e mail about your career choices. 
 
 
At the other end of the school, we met with our Associated Schools Group team to discuss 
the all-important transition of our Primary 7 students into S1 next session. We all totally 
understand this will be a very anxious time for our P7 students and parents / carers, but we 
are working hard to prepare and plan what I am sure will be a unique, tailored and 
successful transition to Dunbar Grammar School. Watch this space for more information on 
transition. 
 
Staff have been busy keeping in contact with our students and it is lovely to hear that so 
many positive conversations are taking place. Remember, if you see an unknown or strange 
number, it could be us!!! And of course, you can still contact the Pupil Support Team using 
the Pupil Support e mail address or phone number, which are on the website. 
 
 
As well as phone calls and e mails, staff have been busy 
completing lots of courses to develop our professional 
learning. These are the types of courses we often see, but 
never have the time to do! It is great to see all of the 
certificates and recognition coming in. Well done to all of the 
team who have been working hard and improving their skills. 
We are proud of you all! 
 
 
 
 
For those of you who know Mr Martin’s dog Bella (she is well known around the school, 
especially to our Paws to Read group) you will be sad to hear she has had an emergency trip 
to the vet last weekend. Whilst out a walk in her local park, Bella managed to eat 30 (yes 
30!) grapes. Now, grapes are very poisonous to dogs and we are all delighted to say that 
Bella (after a speedy drive to the vets) has made a full recovery. I think she is missing 
hoovering up all the corridor crumbs on her school visits!  
 



 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Devlin is enjoying lovely afternoon cycles – 
she went up Arthur’s Seat this week and looked 
longingly towards East Lothian. What a lovely 
view! 
 
 
 
We will let you know what everyone else has 
been up to next week! 
Until then, just to let you all know, we 
 

L – Love 
O – Our 
C – Cool 
K – Keen 
D – Determined 
O – Obedient (I know!) 
W – Wonderful 
N – Nice 
S – Students! 
 
Stay safe everyone! 
Team Pupil Support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Social Subjects 

 

It’s been a fun few days in the Social Subjects faculty (we’ve particularly enjoyed all the holidays 

recently!) We thought we’d share some of the fun we’ve 

been having at work and at home. 

Some of the S1 classes have been continuing their work on 
the Himalayas. They have been looking at how the 
Himalayas were formed and the people who work in the 
Himalayas. They have focused on the work of the Sherpas. 
Here’s some work from Mrs Hepburn’s class. 

 
Other S1s have been studying Modern Studies. They have 
focused on their needs and wants and thinking about how 
these needs and wants change throughout our lives. Some excellent responses from all S1 classes – 
Miss Reid and lots of the S1s all ‘want’ a dog!! Here’s some great examples of work from Mrs 

McEwen’s S1 classes. 1c4, 1C5 
and 1C8 have started to look 
at my world of work and think 
about different jobs that they 
could possibly go into when 
older - looking forward to 
hearing everyone's future 
career paths.  The S1s may 
also pester you for an 
interview about your job. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



S2s have all been working on the Russia topic. They have been learning about Russia under the Tsar 
and the problems he faced ruling the country.  Here’s some work from Mrs Hepburn’s and Miss 
Reid’s classes. 

 
 
History 
S3 History students have been continuing their work on World War 1. They are looking at Germany 
at the end of the war and the terms of the Treaty of Versailles. 
 
S4 History students are continuing to develop skills for starting the new timetable next week.  They 
have been carrying out some background research on the civil rights movement in the USA and 
famous civil rights leaders. 

 
Ms Harris has been busy with the Higher History pupils who have been developing their research & 
referencing skills by looking into the reasons why Hitler & the Nazis rose to power in 1933.  The work 
we have received is phenomenal and shows how dedicated the new S6 pupils - being the best that 
they can be!  Ms Harris says “it brings a tear to my eye!” 
 

Geography 

The S3 Geography Classes have all been busy with a Weather Assessment this week – sorry not very 

fun!! One of Mrs Hamilton’s Higher pupils has been keeping in 

touch and sent some beautiful pictures of the (very long) walk she’s 

been on.  It’s making the Geography team desperate to get back 

out and doing some Geography fieldwork! 

 

 

 

 

Modern Studies 

S3s have watched video clips on the link between biology and crime and completed an amazing 

table of notes on what they have found out. They have also reflected on the Mad Bad World topic 

we have studied in S3 and done some extended writing on their thoughts on the Coronavirus and its 

impact - good and bad.  Mrs Fell has been really impressed with the work she’s had from her class. 



Ms White had her class carrying out their own research on anti-social behaviours using 

questionnaires.  This type of crime may be more common at the moment due to the lockdown!  Ms 

Illingworth said her S3 class have just received their final Loom from her (which I’m sure they’re 

happy about!) on how to complete enquiry skills questions in preparation for moving on to National. 

The Modern Studies higher class were tuning in to the widening 
political differences between the UK and Scottish Government on 
the manner in which they deal with the Covid-19 crisis.  The First 
Minister and the Prime Minister were obviously in firm 
disagreement this week regarding the speed in which to come out 
of lockdown!   
 

The Hub 

Ms Illingworth and Ms McDonald have both been busy helping in 

the Hub this week.   They love getting out and see colleagues and 

pupils. They even got to catch up with Mrs Langley from the office 

- which was lovely! Here’s Ms McDonald giving some Geography 

help in the hub.  

 

When we’re not working 

Miss Reid said she’s been baking, which has become one of 

her main hobby since lockdown began. This week's was 

White Chocolate and Oreo fudge and over the weekend 

she’s going to try and attempt a cheesecake or mint aero 

brownies!! She’s also bought some new books - inspired by 

#DGSreads which 

she can’t wait to 

get stuck into! 

 
Ms. Harris has been recovering from gardening injuries 
and trying to keep her two cats entertained… (more 
difficult than a class of 30 S1s!) 

 

Mrs Hepburn has been spending her time learning Gaelic.  

She has a message for her students about their work; 

Tha obair sgoinneil - It means, work is brilliant! 
Mrs Fell has also been really busy when she’s not been at 
work. She’s continued to do an early morning cycle every 
single day, completed a 1000 piece jigsaw of her dog (see 
below) and also started to do complex dot to dots from a 
book, her daughter, Kirsten got - 1000 dots per puzzle!! 
“Very challenging but look at this turtle I did….(it’s better 

from a distance!!)” 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ms McDonald has also been baking.  The theme this week has been 'biscoff'! She’s made biscoff 
banana bread and biscoff rocky road, which she'll need to make sure she takes in when we go back 
to school.  She’s also missing our raids of the Social Subjects cupboard at lunchtimes to look for 

sweet treats!  Ms McDonald also had a funny moment when filming the slosh for the It's all 
about you video... her dog Rosie made a slightly inappropriate cameo as she was filming – 
“she decided to go for a pee behind me as I was sloshing!” Unfortunately this didn't make 
the final cut, but it did make her laugh! 

 

Ms McEwen made a spitfire and Victoria sponge cake for VE Day. She’s currently baking some bread, 

so look out for the pictures next week. 

 

We want to finish this week by saying goodbye to our current S3 and 

senior classes.  We also want to wish everyone luck as they start their 

new National, Higher and Advanced Higher courses next week.  We 

can’t wait to get started working with you all. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

English: Currently Trending in Learning    

 

This week in English, S1 and S2 students have dedicated time to reading. 

Students and staff have really engaged with this simple, enjoyable way to 

improve our mental health. The English Faculty have decided to share some of 

our favourite reads this week.  

 

 

Ms Aitken 

 

I really like detective stories - my current 

favourite is Agatha Christie’s, “Lord Edgeware 

Dies”.  I am listening to it as an audiobook late 

into the night - but keep having to replay bits of 

it as I fall asleep! You can find it on BBC Sounds just now.  

 

 

Learning Highlight: I love this analysis of “The 

Landlady” which an S3 pupil sent to me.  Here’s part of the discussion 

of the evil landlady. The comparison with an angler fish is wonderful:

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ms Dallas 

Northern Britain, Bronze Age. Rian, a carefree young woman and promising 

apprentice healer, is enslaved by a spiteful trader and forced aboard a vessel to embark 

on a perilous sea voyage. 

They are in search of the fabled hunter known as 

the Walrus Mutterer, to recover something once stolen. The limits of 

Rian's endurance are tested not only by the cruelty of her captor, 

but their mysterious fellow passenger Pytheas The Greek – and the 

mercilous sea that constantly endangers both their mission and their 

lives. A visceral evocation of ancient folklore and ritual, The Walrus 

Mutterer introduces an unforgettable cast of characters in an 

extraordinary, vividly imagined Celtic world. 

This is my most recent favourite read. The setting 

of the Hebrides, the Northern Isles and the 

surrounding seas in Bronze Age Scotland 

transports the reader to another world. Rhian and 

The Walrus Mutterer himself, are great characters.  

 

 

Highlight has to be our Comedy Writing Daily Lesson. I had no idea 

how many students were part-time professional comedians. 

Understanding humour is definitely a sign of intelligence but being 

able to write creatively in the comedy genre is a real achievement. I 

was so impressed and entertained with all the submitted work. Special 

Comedy Achievement Awards: Robbie Bell, Ben Wall, Olivia Robbins, Jessica 

Bullen, Katy-Sue Reece-Heal, Gina Wright, Anushka Demer, Cristina Palmer 

(2C7) for their hilarious and brilliant anecdotes!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mr Earle 

 

 

I’m really gripped by Wolf Hall at the moment. It sat on my 

bookshelf for a while but now I’ve started it I can’t put it 

down. The world Hilary Mantel evokes is a fascinating look at 

Tudor England during the reign of Henry VIII. There is also a 

four part adaptation of the novel on iplayer which I’ve been 

told is superb, so I can’t wait to watch that.  I don’t think I’ll 

be leaving Tudor England for a while! 

 

   

 

 

Learning Highlight: My S1 have been producing film reviews with a 

focus on books, plays or graphic novels adapted to film. This week I 

would like to pick out the following pupils for their entertaining and 

passionate reviews: Kelly Hilferty for her review of Coraline; Eliza Finlayson’s 

review of The Hunger Games and Abbie Cowan’s appreciation of The Fault in 

our Stars.  

 

Mr Mackie 

 

One of my favourite books is The Miracle Life 

of Edgar Mint. In the first sentence we find out 

that when Edgar was seven, the mailman ran 

over his head. This immediately hooked me as 

a reader and made we want to find out more about Edgar 

and his life. Although this book is at times hard to read 

because of Edgar’s traumatic life, it also contains many 

comic moments that make you laugh along the way. 

 

 

Learning Highlight:   

My S1 and S2 classes have spent this 

week enjoying some personal reading. I was very impressed with 

the book review Heidi in 1C1 sent in after finishing Top Marks for Murder 

by Robin Stevens. It is the eighth book in the Murder Most Unladylike 

series and it sounds well worth a read. 

 

Both of my S3 classes have been working hard this week analysing ‘Dulce et 

Decorum Est’ as part of our unit on WWI poetry. Although we have not been 

able to annotate directly onto A3 copies of the poems as we normally would, I 

have been so impressed at the variety of ways students have been completing 

the tasks. The skills you are developing now will be so useful next year when 

we are studying Scottish Set Text poetry. 

 



Miss McGhee 

 

The Hunchback of Notre-Dame by Victor Hugo 

is one of my favourite novels and I have just 

finished rereading it. It is completely different 

from the Disney film and definitely worth 

reading.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Highlight: 

  

This week I have been marking work from my S3 class who have been 

analysing sound in media. They came up with their own soundtracks and 

picked some great songs. 

 

S2 completed a reading assessment last week. I was so pleased to mark this, 

everybody did a great job! 

 

My S1 classes have been solving mysteries. I have had some great detective 

work in. Tamsin in 1C8 has created a fantastic case with great characters, 

Heidi Burns in 1C4 has solved her mystery and James Lothian in 1C4 has 

shown creativity in his case, excellent work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Mitchell 

 

 

Now before you roll your eyes at an English 

Teacher recommending Harry Potter, hear me 

out… 

Sometimes you just need to read something familiar. It can be 

oddly comforting to read something you know so well, 

especially a series like this where it almost feels like you are at 

home every time they arrive at Hogwarts. The magic, the 

school (sniff sniff), the camaraderie, the action, the highs and the lows - it 

really is an excellent series. If you haven’t read any of the books (the films are 

awful and I will argue that endlessly) get involved. They are worth the hype! 

 



 

Learning Highlight: 

 

My S3 class has been studying three short films to learn media skills. 

One of the three struck an emotive response with a lot of pupils. ‘I Forgot My 

Phone’ captures what it can feel like to navigate modern relationships when 

the pressure of ‘capturing’ every moment can have severe consequences on 

how we really experience life.  

 

Heidi summarises perfectly 

what the viewer feels like 

when watching the film.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruaridh’s evaluation of how we relate to the character is spot-on: 

 

 
 

 

Mr Weston 

 

I have had my fill of Netflix and 

other TV so reading has been a 

saviour. I’ve been trying to mix 

up my genres, so I’m now on ‘The Miracle of 

Castel di Sangro’ by Joe McGinnis. It is a sports 

non-fiction tale and a miraculous story of a tiny 

Italian football team and their meteoric (and it 

turns out rather dodgy!) rise from amateur level 

football to the top leagues, playing against the 

giants like Roma and Milan. It’s full of crazy 

characters, real-life upsets and mafia money! I 

read it in 2014 but I found it again and it’s like 

many great books - it’s better than I remember and worth a re-read.  



 

 

Learning Highlight:  

Reading week has been a hit! I have had so many interesting comments, 

responses and reviews from interested students, reading all manner of 

books, blogs, articles and online pieces. Some stand-outs have been Ella T in 

1C3, with her enthusiasm and delight in losing herself in a plot-twister - she 

really recommends ‘Girl, Missing‘ by Sophie McKenzie. She is loving her new 

Kindle Oasis too! A mention also goes out to Poppy L in 2C5 who loved her 

recent read of Alice Walker’s ‘The Color Purple’ - a Pulitzer prize winning novel 

and a real challenge, due to its complexity, mature themes and length; very 

well done you two! I can’t and won't mention the young gentlemen who 

reminded me of Sunderland AFC and their dire few years of relegation, money 

worries and utterly shambolic performances, whilst the ‘great enemy’ that is 

NUFC are rising. So thank you for that, Keir S. I’m glad you did some reading. 

So very...very... glad! I’m now off to weep!   

 

 

 

Well done to everyone who engaged with personal reading this 
week. It’s been great to see our reading community both on our 
Google Classrooms and on #DGSReads. Reading is one of the 
best habits we can have, so let’s keep it up! 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
International Languages 

We have a different name this week, because last 

week was deaf awareness week.  S3 were given 

some questions to think about and challenged to 

learn some British Sign Language.  The UK Council on 

Deafness coordinates deaf awareness week to raise 

awareness of the needs of the 1 in 6 deaf or hard of 

hearing people in the UK. At DGS we pride ourselves on being a supportive 

and inclusive community and the aim of this project was to develop our deaf 

awareness and be responsible and respectful global citizens.   

Here is a link to a Kahoot challenge to test your awareness: 

Deaf Awareness Week Kahoot Challenge 

And some websites where you can learn to fingerspell: 

https://www.british-sign.co.uk/fingerspelling-alphabet-charts/ 

https://bslsignbank.ucl.ac.uk/spell/practice.html 

https://safeYouTube.net/w/Xsk9 

 

Here is one of our S3s fingerspelling his name! 

Thank you to Mrs Claus for putting this together! 

Book Group: 

There is also an online book group for students.  The group has a bit of a 

global theme.  Students have been reading books translated from other 

languages into English, as well as others.  This has been set up by Mrs Fry and 

Mrs Claus – see here for details:   

 

· Need some help accessing free e-books or audiobooks? 

· Interested in chatting about the books you are reading? 

· Looking for some suggestions about what to read? 

Join our google classroom using this code: djkfst5 

 

Social Media 

We now have an Instagram account as well as a Twitter account: 

Twitter:   @DGSModLang 

Instagram: dgsmodlang 

Who knows, one day we might even manage TikTok……… 

 

 

https://kahoot.it/challenge/01336332?challenge-id=d014867a-ecfa-4c97-beb4-94034a6c4c5b_1588020221666%20
https://www.british-sign.co.uk/fingerspelling-alphabet-charts/
https://bslsignbank.ucl.ac.uk/spell/practice.html
https://safeyoutube.net/w/Xsk9
https://twitter.com/i/status/1261213629128548353


Gimkit 

The S2s are invited to take part in a gimkit game online every Thursday 

morning at 11.30.  The details are posted on their google classroom just 

before we start.  It is great to see them all competing to see who can win the 

most (virtual) money while learning vocabulary!  We will roll this out to the S1s 

next week. 

 

Meanwhile, at “home” home…. 

Miss Fallon has been out in the sunshine with her children. Finn just taught 

himself to ride his bike and is loving it.  Cathleen likes to make a mess with 

whatever is at hand – paints, her Frozen make-up, water…..They also spend a 

lot of time at the beach looking for creatures in the rock pools and digging 

big holes to bury treasure in.   She is also doing an 

online course about dyslexia and another called 

Climate Ready Classrooms, all about climate change 

and the carbon cycle.  And she has read some books 

that aren’t about dinosaurs or Peppa Pig or mermaids 

unicorns monsters and pirates. 

 

Mrs Claus has been 

tidying with her little girl 

and has set some 

challenges on twitter:  

Can you name all the 

forms of transport in 

picture 1 or all the 

animals in picture 2 in 

German?  

She has also been doing some reading about introverts and extroverts in her 

work space, where  she locks herself in with the mop and carpet cutoffs while 

her daughter sings "do you want to build a snowman?" through the keyhole 

every morning without fail.  She never thought she would say this, but she 

misses the noise - the chatter, the bells, the students laughing in the corridors, 

and shouting outside at lunchtime. It has reminded her of part of the reason 

she moved to teaching from translation. She’d much rather interact with 

people face-to-face than sit in front of documents on a screen! 

 

 



Mrs Tierney is keeping active out and about in the 

sunshine on her daily walks and cycles. She has been 

watching a French detective series called Maman a 

tort (or The Other Mother) on All4 and brushing up on 

her tech skills with the Techy Tea Party course. 

 

 

Mrs Kyle has been playing with her ridiculously cute dog, Fergus, when she 

isn’t reading French books, or training for an MND charity: 

 

 

Miss Di Rollo has been reading for pleasure and for work, but still managing to 

find time to go for walks in the sunshine. 

She is also working on the dyslexia 

course, which she has really enjoyed 

as this is an area she is really 

interested in exploring, and has been 

following professional learning 

sessions on Youtube about language 

teaching. 

 

 

 

Miss Duguid  is missing her classes and realising how much she really loves her 

job!   

 
Finally………..We would all like to wish the S3s and the senior classes all the 
best in the next stage of their learning.  We have enjoyed working with you all 
and look for forward to hearing about your successes in the future. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
S1-S3 Business 

 

S1 Technology Students have been busy branding the communication devices 
they created last week.  We have had some fantastic new logos and slogans. 
 

 

S2 Business Students have 

been working on their Disney 

Project.  This week they have 

been investigating possible 

locations for a new Disney 

Theme Park.  They have 

chosen three countries to 

research and found out the 

following information; wealth of 

the population, transport links, 

infrastructure, tourism and 

closeness to other attractions. 

 

 



 
S3 Business Students have been continuing to find out about the operations 
function of a business.  This week they have been looking at ways in which 
businesses can ensure they produce quality products.  They have been busy 
researching a number of quality symbols awarded to various organisations whose 
products meet certain standards or criteria. 
 

 

What have the Business Teachers been up to during lockdown? 

 
 
Mrs Lancaster has been learning some new trampoline tricks, thanks to her son.  I 
think perhaps she needs more practice! 



 

Miss Young has been trying to keep fit, going walking, running and cycling. 
 

 

Miss Weir has been doing a lot of walking and started reading Philip Pullman’s His 
Dark Materials after watching it on tv. 
 



 
 

We can’t wait to see all your little faces again soon.  Remember we are only an email 
away if you need us. 
 

Keep smiling :) 
Team Business 
  



S2 CDT 

S2 CDT pupils are storyboarding their characters lives in preparation for an animation task. 

 

S3 CDT 

Our S3 CDT classes have responded to a disaster in their expeditions with homemade 

survival equipment and this week are discovering what helps then relax and refresh 

themselves following an unexpected event. 

 

Teachers 

This week all the CDT staff have been collaborating on methods of welcoming our new 

national qualification classes without being able to see the pupils! Careful selection of topics 

to tackle during distance learning has been a key focus of discussions and there are lots 

(LOTS) of videos being made to help guide pupils through the first steps in the new classes! 

 

Our messages to students and families 

Let us know if what we are doing works! We are trying to work out the best way of 

teaching and supporting our new senior phase classes but we don’t expect to get it perfect 

from the start – we will be monitoring progress and making changes as we go – the 

information you can give us will help us get it right!  

Let us see what you try! Don’t worry about whether your final piece of work is “perfect” – if 

we see what you try we can help you move forwards! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Science 
 
We are excited to start our new Senior courses next week, and give pupils 
some new challenges. We've been putting together some resources to support 
you through this. It's been great to see some of you getting a head start and 
already asking questions. 
 
 
 And our S1 and S2 classes, there are new lessons coming your way, too. We 
recognise that this has been a difficult time, and we really appreciate the 
efforts you have been putting in. It has been really impressive, and we've been 
discussing how your hard work will pay off when we return. 
 Remember, please get in touch if you have any questions or need some help 
with your Science studies. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Maths Update  

Frist Year 
First years have been continuing to complete block 3 of the S1 course with the final two topics; 
Special Numbers and Solving Equations.  There has been some very good work produced this week 
on finding a formula from a sequence in a table, this one was our favourite: 

 
 
 
Miss Robinson and Ms Sweeney’s classes are working through a Quadrilaterals project and we are 
looking forward to seeing their presentations!   
 
 
Second Year 
S2’s have been finishing off revision work getting ready to start the new courses next week.  Some 
classes have been working on a Famous Mathematician project too and we are looking forward to 
seeing the finished presentations. 
 
Third Year 
National 5 classes have been through the Trigonometry unit learning about the Sine Rule and Cosine 
Rule for finding sides and angles.  This is one of the more challenging parts of the National 5 course 
and we are pleased with the progress students are making.  This was our favourite this week, the 
quality of the note taking was brilliant! 



 
 
 
General Updates 
 
We have all been working hard finding new and interesting ways of setting tasks on Google 
Classroom.  We have our project work from Miss Robinson and Ms Sweeney, Mr Laidlaw and Ms 
Williams and trying out ‘That Quiz’ and Mr White, Mr Morrison and Miss Robinson are making up 
video lessons for students at a variety of levels!!  
This week we have been very busy getting ready to welcome back our senior students next week 
and we can’t wait to work with you all again!  



Expressive Arts  Week 6: 11th May – 15th May 2020 

BGE S1 & S2  S3 Seniors S4, S5 & S6 What the teachers have been up to! Message to Students and Families  
We have had some fantastic 
submissions from our S1 and S2 
Artists pupils of their ‘Bubble’ 
drawings! This task has been 
designed to develop their 
observation skills by looking at 
detail; and their practical skills 
by making accurate 
representational close up 
drawings of their chosen 
subject matter.  
 
Our S1 and S2 Drama Students 
have been creating some 
FANTASTIC stories. These have 
culminated in pupils creating 
brilliant scripts, videos and 
audio recordings of their own 
stories which they have been 
creating and developing over 
recent weeks - we are very 
proud of all their hard work! 
 
Lastly, this week our S1 
Musicians have still been 
submitting their very own 
instrument designs and working 
through musical literacy tasks 
using Tunelark.com. Our S2 
Musicians have been working 
through weekly music tasks on 
BBC bitesize. There have also 
been some great submissions of 
pupils playing pieces that they 
have been learning through 
lockdown. 
 
 

Our S3 pupils have been 
very resourceful, 
building up on their last 
task by continuing the 
nature theme… This 
week however they have 
been using nature as a 
resource to create their 
art rather than as the 
subject matter!  
 
 
The S3 Drama students 
have been recording, 
editing and sharing on 
their final Youtube style 
clips - we have seen a 
variety of different clips 
from lifestyle vlogs to 
baking and beyond! It 
has been lovely seeing 
the pupils putting their 
Drama Skills to use in a 
different media. Well 
done everyone! 
  
S3 Musicians have been 
working on creating a 
Music Listening Log.  
All of our junior 
Musicians (S1-S3) have 
lots of websites that 
they can access through 
their google classroom 
which they can look at, 
at their own pace.  
 

Senior Art and Design 
students have been 
working on a ‘pick and 
mix’ of tasks! The tasks 
are all varied – and focus 
on developing skills such 
as: drawing, creating, 
designing, problem 
solving, researching, and 
analysing. 
 
Drama seniors have 
been watching live 
streamed theatre and 
analysing these 
performances as well as 
reflecting and reviewing 
their past year in Drama. 
We have loved every 
second of this year's 
seniors and wish you all 
the luck for your next 
endeavours! 
  
Senior Musicians 
continue to send in 
recordings of themselves 
practicing a new piece of 
music in preparation for 
new 
courses. Meanwhile, 
Music Tech Students 
have been working on a 
track remake task using 
software that is available 
online. 
 
 
 

We are all in agreement that having the opportunity 
to have video meetings with each other is one of the 
highlights of our week. We really enjoy the 
opportunity to ‘see’ each other, face to face, for live 
chats and of course to plan remote learning tasks.  
This week, Ms Sutherland, Mrs Fox, Ms Gaughan, and 
Ms Kerr have also been busy   working with some 
wonderful young people in the East Lothian Hubs. 
Meanwhile, Mr Stewart has been working hard on his 
impersonations and has made us all laugh in our 
meetings with his new found skills! :-D 
 
Ms Macaulay has been volunteering in her local 
community to deliver PPE to those in need; and Mrs 
Kazimoglu and Ms Sutherland have both been 
involved in professional development – focusing on 
the ‘Day Dream Believers’ creativity resources, ‘Lights 
on Learning’ all about engagement and passion, and a 
Photography course delivered by the MOMA in NY; 
and also some professional reading which will support 
an exciting project that our N5 pupils will be 
embarking upon this year! See if you can guess what it 
might be from the pictures… 
 
Finally, I have been a busy bee working from home 
and supporting my children with their home learning 
too – it can feel quite overwhelming at times and so I 
have been finding some light relief, late at night in the 
kitchen… this week I’ve whipped up meringues for the 
first time, cinnamon and apple scones with a salted 
caramel sauce and my personal favourite… an Angel 
Food cake topped with juicy strawberries! However I 
clearly have competition from Mr Ross who has also 
been practicing his baking skills and this week made a 
very tasty Marmalade cake… 
 

We LOVE hearing from you! We know 
how difficult it can be to work from 
home and how frustrating it is not to be 
in a classroom with your peers and your 
teachers – we know, because we feel it 
too!  
We all came into teaching because we 
love our subjects and most importantly, 
we LOVE working with all of you! None 
of us would have ever dreamt that we’d 
be in the boat of having to work with 
you all remotely as we find ourselves 
doing just now; and as much as we can’t 
wait to have you all in the classroom it’s 
more important to us that you are safe 
and well. Stay in touch with us; let us 
know if you need your work adapted, 
shortened, extended… let us know if you 
do something different… let us know if 
you have discovered a new talent or 
started to develop a skill, let us know 
how you are doing! So to re-iterate and 
finish off how I started… We LOVE 
hearing from you! 
 
Instagram:  
dgsartanddesign 
dgsmusic.dpt 
 
Twitter:  
@dgs_drama,  
@dgs_MusicDep 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


