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Dear DGS Community 
 
I hope you are all well.  We are now at the end of our fourth week working from home.  I 
don’t know about you, but to me, it feels longer!  I am missing you all and I love seeing your 
work being sent in to teachers.  This week, Ms Gaughan has been sending me brilliant S1 
animation projects. I continue to be impressed with the hard work, care and commitment of 
our staff and students. 
 
Last week, I was working in the Dunbar Hub.  I really enjoyed being back in Dunbar and 
loved seeing familiar faces.  Just driving into the town (in the sunshine!), I could feel my 
spirits lift.  I have always known what a special community Dunbar is and how important it is 
to me personally.  This experience is certainly confirming it!  After the positivity of last week, 
I have found it a wee bit hard being back working from home this week.  I am really struck 
by how much I miss noise, chatter and fun!  I am really looking forward to being back in the 
Hub next week!   
 
This newsletter has some important information and updates plus a contribution from each 
Faculty. As a school staff, we agreed to share some honest reflections this week.  We realise 
how difficult this situation is for everyone.  We know that many families are finding 
balancing work, school work and family life a real challenge. We all can often worry that 
other people are doing more or coping better.  I believe that this is a time when we need to 
be especially kind to ourselves and recognise that we are all finding what works for us.  This 
week we wanted to give you an honest insight, to show you that we are all in this together! 
Our teachers have taken the opportunity to share some stories with you and to send some 
messages of love and support. 
 



 
I would urge all families to remember that we are all finding our way through this situation. 
Life is different for everyone and each family will be finding what works for them.  There is 
no one size fits all approach and as a school we are keen to be as flexible as possible in the 
way we support our students.   
 
 
Continuing in the theme of sharing honestly, how we are coping in lockdown, please do 
watch out for Mr McBride’s assembly next week! I hope it will make you all smile! Our staff 
will also be sharing some messages and insights into how they are working, on Twitter using 
the hashtag #DGSlockdownlife.  Please feel free to share too! 
 
Finally, just a little reminder that Monday 4th May and Friday 8th May are school holidays 
and there is no expectation for students or staff to be working.  Have a lovely weekend 
 
Take care 
 
Claire Slowther 
 
 
 

An Important Change for Online Learning for S1/S2/S3 Students 
 
Thank you to the families who completed our online learning survey.  We were really 
impressed with the response rate.  This feedback has been carefully considered by the 
leadership team, alongside feedback from students and staff.  We are in an unprecedented 
situation and we will continually assess what is working and what is less successful.  
 
We have received really positive feedback from parents/carers and students on Google 
Classroom.  All subjects are now using this platform and students are engaging well with 
their teachers. Some of our teachers are also now beginning to explore the use of video 
style lessons with their own audio explanation over the top of power points.  This will allow 
students to access a more interactive resource at a time which works for their family.  
 
When we entered digital learning, we decided to ask all teachers to post work on Show My 
Homework (SMHW).  Our rationale for this, was to give parents an overview of what work is 
being set.  We realised in many cases, teachers would be posting a link to google classroom, 
but the SMHW platform allowed parental access.  As we have moved along in our digital 
learning, all teachers are now using Google classroom.  We have also found that the 
functionality of SMHW exceeds what we are using it for.  The parent/carer feedback 
revealed that most parents find the 2 platforms of SMHW and Google classroom confusing 
and unnecessary. 
 
We have therefore decided that from Tuesday 5th May, we will no longer use SMHW.  All 
work will only be posted in Google Classrooms.  To assist our parents and carers we have 
compiled a list of all Google Classroom codes for S1-S3 (Just in case your child has issues 
accessing a classroom):  https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Google-class-codes-for-BGE-classes-1.pdf 
 
 
 
 

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Google-class-codes-for-BGE-classes-1.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Google-class-codes-for-BGE-classes-1.pdf


 
 

Timetable Change 
 
Yesterday I wrote to all parents and carers to explain our approach to change of timetable.  
A copy of that letter can be found here https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/04/Timetable-Change-Letter.pdf  

 
Refunded Trips 
 
 As you will be aware, due to the ongoing Covid-19 situation, and in accordance with 
Government advice, our school trips scheduled for this term have been cancelled.  Copies of 
the letters for each trip can be found here: 
 
Battlefields https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/04/Battlefields-2020-Cancellation.pdf 
 
S2 Activities Week https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/S2-Activities-Week-2020-cancellation.pdf 
 
California https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/California-2020-Cancellation.pdf 
 
Bad Segeberg https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Bad-Segeberg-Cancel-Letter.pdf 
 
Our office staff will be working hard over the coming weeks to refund all trips.  Please note 
that after you receive notification that the refund has been actioned, it will take 4 to 5 days 
for the funds to appear in your account. 
 

Parent Council Meeting (DGSC) 
 
On Monday 11th May at 7pm we will use Google Meet to host a video conferencing Parent 
Council (DGSC) meeting.  
 
If you would like you be part of this meeting please email 
parentcouncil@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  and a meeting invitation link will be sent 
to you. 
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A Shout out from our DHTs  
 
 
 
Our awesome DHTs have had a busy week! 
 
Hi everyone, how are you? These are our plants which I’ve enjoyed 
watching grow from seeds since lockdown…….…I’ve taken to talking to 
them……... I am clearly missing chatting to all the students and staff at 
DGS! 
This week I’ve been making a few mistakes, but that’s ok and won’t stop 
me carrying on trying. A great friend and colleague once gave me a sign to 
hang in my room at school which says “You can’t stop the waves, but you 
can learn to surf”. A great positive way of remembering that things will 
happen to us which we just cannot control, but we can control how we 
react to them. 
 
Have a lovely weekend……….. I’m off to get my surfboard!  
 
Mr Offer 
 
 
  
 

Hi everyone, 
 

I’m still missing you all. I’m struggling 
sometimes to concentrate at home, 

especially with a 7 month baby in the 
house. However the upside is she’s a 

welcome distraction and always making 
me laugh and definitely helping me cope 
during this tough time. I’m also trying to 

learn cooking some new things in the 
kitchen and some new tunes on the guitar. 

Exercise also helps lift my mood so I’m 
trying to do a run or a row most days. I’m 
trying to focus on the positives, which can 
be hard sometimes, but on the whole it’s 

working. Having said that I can’t wait to see you all again soon. 
 

Mr Maxton 
 
 
 
   
 
 
   



 
 
 
 
This week I’ve been working in one of the local childcare hubs which has been brilliant. 
We’ve been enjoying the weather and getting outside wherever we can whilst also doing 
our school work and having a bit of fun too playing cards or enjoying an old fashioned board 
game!   
 
On a personal level I must admit that I started this week feeling a bit glum and found myself 
thinking about the future and what it would hold for us all.  In times like this I think it’s so 
easy to get caught up worrying about things we can’t control and this can make us feel 
helpless or overwhelmed.  No matter how I feel, I always try to put a smile on my face and 
remember that there are others who need my encouragement and support, especially while 
I’m working with the kids but this week I must admit it was a bit harder than usual.  
 
Earlier this week, a few of the younger kids started talking to me – curious about the 
teacher from the ‘big school’ before I knew it we were outside together playing a slightly 
unconventional game of three-way tennis.  We quickly negotiated some rules, checked 
social distancing and then got on with it.  It completely blew away the cobwebs and left me 
feeling myself again, I realised that sometimes I might need a little bit of help too through 
this and the laughter and infectious enthusiasm of these kids was exactly the medicine I 
needed. It’s been great to see kids from nursery up to S3 playing and working together, 
helping each other and making each other smile.  Thank you – all of you! 
 
Mr McBride 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Technologies Faculty 

So far, S1 have been developing some fantastic work on the history and development of 

communication in society and business. This week, S1 have been challenged to create their own 

design for a communication device for the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S2 Business  

S2 Business have been developing their research skills as we launch into the Disney Project. They 

have been gathering information all about Disney that will help with upcoming business decisions 

that will assist Disney with the costs and benefits of opening a new theme park in Scotland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 Business 

S3 Business have been looking at methods of production this week. This is all about deciding how we 

will make the product. E.g. all products are different, you might only make one unique product, such 

as a wedding dress, opposed to thousands of pens. S3 produced some good work demonstrating 

their understanding – well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S2 Computing 

S2 Computing have been developing their skills to convert binary numbers to decimal numbers and 

vice versa. 

 

 

 

S3 Computing 

S3 Computing have been working on their coding skills. Creating a range of programs using the coding 

language Python.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Teacher message from Business and Computing… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What has Mrs Smith been up to… 

 

I have been creating a doghouse for the garden – it just needs a lick of paint to finish it up nicely. I have also 

been baking – banana bread with chocolate chips has been my go-to this week 😊. 

  



S2 CDT 

S2 CDT pupils have been revealing the back story and typical day of the characters they have 

been designing their products and buildings for. It has been great to read through the 

stories and see the why behind their designs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S3 CDT 

In the current project the S3 CDT classes are applying 

the problem-solving skills they have learnt through 

the year to planning a pioneering expedition. So far, 

we have had reports on inspirational pioneers across 

social, political, scientific and exploration sectors and 

are currently reviewing intended destinations for 

their expeditions ranging from the John Muir Way to 

Northern Patagonia! New challenges will face the 

pupils next week which will require them to use their 

Creativity to overcome some obstacles! 

 

Teachers 

Mr King has kept himself busy reading Ken Robinson’s book “The Element – how finding 

your passion changes everything” which is the inspiration for the current S3 project. He is 

now developing an Electric Go-Kart so maybe it has had an impact on him too! 

Mr Fendick has been enjoying the amount of time that he can spend exercising each 

day, guilt free! HIIT, cycling and running - making the most of the fantastic weather we've 

been having, whilst maintaining social distancing. In between working and exercising he's 

been helping out his own two kids get through all of their work and keeping them 

entertained! 



Mr Whitmore seems to have found a 

balance between clutter and clear space in 

his distance teaching station. You can never 

have too many lights and clamps when 

making tutorial videos for classes! The pile 

of post-it notes will get smaller and the pile 

of paper from demonstrations in the “used 

but it might still be useful” pile is sure to get 

larger as time goes on! 

 

 

 

 

Our messages to students and families 

We are seeing some fantastic work from all year groups – keep up the effort and have fun 

with the tasks!  

Don’t panic if you can’t manage the full task – just keep on surprising us with your creativity 

– we have had some exceptional work to share on Twitter so far and are sure there’s more 

to come! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Social Subjects 

We’ve had another busy week in the Social Subjects department.  We had a meeting with all 

the teachers on Google Meet this week.  We’re still struggling with technology at times and 

some of us couldn’t work out how to use the microphone! Mrs Hamilton finally managed to 

buy some flour from the shops so has been busy baking with her daughter.  

 

Lots of the Social Subjects staff are 

also busy Home-schooling as well as 

helping you guys.  Mrs McEwen 

made a Rainforest model with her 

son Archie. Ms White has also had 

the challenge of home schooling 

(toilet training!!) her new puppy while 

on lockdown.  We have to share a 

picture, because he’s sooooo cute!!  

 

 

 

 

In between the fun we’ve been having at home, we’re also 

loving seeing work from you guys or just the lovely emails you 

send us to let us know if you’re busy with other things.  

Hopefully you can dip in and out of the Social Subjects 

lessons if you find time for some school work. 

 

 

 

S1 & S2 Social Subjects 

Mrs Hepburn’s S1 class celebrated John Muir Day Last week by making a Muir-al of the man 
or creating a factfile on his life. 
Archie had walked on part of the John Muir Way (as part of his daily exercise) and stopped 

at Whitesands to make his art work.  Finn also completed an amazing picture of John Muir. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Some of the other S1 classes have been continue to look at Children’s Rights as part of the 
Modern Studies course.  Reece and Amy have produced these great posters. 

 
 

 
 
 
Our S2s continue on their adventure around Russia.  Some class have been 
looking at the climate and life of the people in the Tundra. 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Kara made a great job of her climate 
graph.  Tricky to work out how to do this 
while working from home! 

 
 
 

 
Some of the other classes have been producing some excellent pieces of work on the Tsar. 
Mrs Fells’ class completed work on Biomes and are now doing work on History of Russia - 
the Tsars. Miss Reid’s S2s have been creating comic strips to recap what they’ve been 
learning about the Russia topic so far. Here’s Archie’s work.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Modern Studies  
Ms Illingworth has been taking her S3 class through some Enquiry Skills questions to help 
them prepare for National courses.  She was using Loom for the first time to record her 
explanation for the class.  Ms Illingworth said she had some brilliant results from the pupils. 
Impressive stuff indeed! 
We’re all very grateful to our classes being patient with us as we’re trying out new digital 
technology to teach them at home. 



 

 
Mrs Fell has been comparing different types of crime and ranking from most serious to least 
with her S3 class. They’ve also been looking at current crime statistics on Scotland and 
analysing them. 
 
 
Some of the Higher Modern Studies students were assessing 
whether the pandemic was really 'the great leveller' in UK society 
that many are claiming it to be.  They were watching a Newsnight 
debate with Emily Maitlis and reading newspaper articles to 
assess the rapidly widening inequalities due to Covid-
19.  Inequality in the UK is a large part of the Higher Modern 
Studies course in normal times! 
 
The S4 were looking into the power of Scottish Parliament 
committees.  
The S3 started their new Crime and the Law topic and were asked to consider the difference 
between what is deviant behaviour and what is criminal. Trickier than you might think! 
All S3 Modern Studies students must be gripped by the news that Kim Jong Un might be 
dead after studying the North Korean Dictator earlier in S3.  They might also be questioning 
the advice of Donald Trump to drink bleach to cure Covid-19!!  Crazy times. 
 
 
History 
 
Our S3 History classes have started on their new 
topic of Nazi Germany. Some have been looking 
at the problems faced by the Weimar 
government at the end of WW1 as part of this 
course. Issi has made fab revision slides. 
 
The senior History classes have been developing 
research skills, with some focusing on women 
and the vote to prepare them for this subject at 
Higher. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pupil Support Update 1st May 2020 

 

The Pupil Support Team have settled back into working from home after all having a lovely, 
but different Easter holiday. Guidance Teachers are working on new courses to go onto the 
Google Classroom for S1 and S2 – keep an eye open for this! There has also been some 
information shared to Senior Phase students via Google Classroom. Please keep an eye on 
this as information around funding, UCAS, Colleges and similar will be coming in soon. 
 
 
For example, although this may not be of interest to all, Harvard University is offering a lot 
of free courses over the next 10-12 weeks that may be of interest and would be worth 
having a look at and may link to future courses or employment or just be a course you may 
wish to follow as it is an area of interest. Many of the courses sound very exciting and can 
be browsed at online-learning.harvard.edu. Who wouldn’t want to say they are a ‘graduate’ 
of Harvard or add this to their CV as learning they did during the lockdown? Remember, 
Colleges, Universities and employers are likely to ask you “what did you do in the Lockdown 
of 2020?” Give yourself the best answer you can! There have also been some useful links on 
the DGS Pupil Support Twitter page - @DunbarGrammarPupilSupport – pop over and have a 
look! 
 
 
Although all staff are working hard to keep in touch with each other and students, we are all 
finding our own way to do this. Mrs Park, Mr Martin and Mrs Devlin are the early birds – 
they are always first to send an e mail in the morning! Mrs McIntosh (who was supposed to 
run the London Marathon last week ) goes for an early morning run with her dog, so is 
usually last to the game!! Mrs Scott and Mrs Wood are the stable members of the team and 
are the consistent players!! We have all been discussing how this is ok. There is no right or 
wrong answer to what or how we work. Some of us have children to help with their school 
work. Some of us have dogs to walk. Some of us like to start early. You will all have your 
own way of working and we just want to highlight to you that there is not right or wrong 
answer – do what’s best for you and your family. And that includes daily exercise and down 
time. 
 
 
In Pupil Support, we are finding different ways of relaxing and taking 
our daily exercise. Mrs Devlin continues to do yoga and is walking lots – 
always social distancing of course!  She is also partial to an on line quiz! 
Mrs Wood has been walking her dogs around Dunbar – give her a wave 
if you see her!! Mr Martin has been keeping us all updated with bike 
rides and BBQ’s. Mrs Scott has also been out on her bike with her 
family and walking lots. (Mrs Scott is a bit of a DIY specialist – watch 
this space for further updates!) Mrs Payton has been busy in the Hub 
and keeping lots of people busy with school work! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

online-harvard.edu


 
 
 
Mrs Park has managed to get herself a wee lockdown puppy – Dilly!! She is gorgeous! 
When Mrs McIntosh was in a meeting on Tuesday, her children managed to source a budgie 
– Lucky! So new pets all round!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Oh and Bella and Ruby are really missing their Friday 
morning Paws to Read time – they can’t wait to get back!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Pupil Support Workers are loving contacting people and getting all the news. Staff are 
phoning students on an ad hoc basis, so if you see an unknown number on your phone, it 
could be us!! We are just phoning for a quick catch up! 
 
Your ever busy classroom assistants are keeping in touch through Google Meet and are 
doing lots of on line training – they will be on the ball to support you better than ever when 
we get back to school!! 
 
These are strange times for all and we just wanted to reassure 
you that we are here to help. Please do e mail your Guidance 
Teacher if you need anything. There is also a Pupil Support e mail 
address and phone number you can call if you need anything. 
We are here to help! 
Someday, hopefully soon, we will all be back at school, laughing, 
joking and learning. You may say I’m a dreamer. But I’m not the 
only one. I know someday you will join us and we all will be as 
one!! Stay safe, stay well. And parents - Stay sane!! 
 
 



 

ENGLISH                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Not seeing our pupils’ every day is really hard. We are 
missing talking and laughing with our pupils, and 
personally I am now even more grateful for the 
privilege it is to have such a fun and interesting job 
teaching all of you at DGS. 
 
We are enjoying seeing your work, or hearing from you 
via email, but also understand that everyone is trying 
their best to cope with this strange, strange situation. 
We are all adjusting as best we can, and need to try not 
to be too hard on ourselves! 

 
It can be hard to feel as though you are connected with 
other people in a time like this. Books can be a saviour 

in relaxing and improving our mental health, and can also transport you to different time 
periods, countries, experiences - the list is endless! Feeling connected with other people is a 
fundamental part of who we are as humans so remember you are never alone, and can 
always get in touch if you need anyone to talk to! 
 
On behalf of the English faculty, we hope you are well, and hope to see you soon! 
Miss Mitchell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How have staff been 
keeping busy? 
Miss McGhee 
I have been keeping my 
sanity by doing home 
workouts and trying new 
recipes (with varying 
degrees of success). 

 

Mr Mackie 
Hi everyone. I miss seeing you all 
every day and hearing all of your 
chat. I hope you are beginning to get 
your heads around this new way of 
working - it is certainly taking me a 
while to adjust. Remember that we 
are all still here if you need anything 
so stay in touch! 

 

Ms Aitken 
Hi S2 -hope you are enjoying being 
Holmes’ other assistant and tracking 
your way through the story.  I’ve 
been re-watching Sherlock Holmes 
films  to keep inspired - check them 
out if you haven’t seen 
them.  “Hound of the Baskervilles” 
and “The Speckled Band” are my 
favourites. 

 



 
Modern Languages 

Salut!  Hallo!  Ola!  Thank you to everyone who has been sending us pictures of the tasks they have 

chosen from the Languages Challenges – keep going with these!  It is a shame we can’t share the 

cakes that you have been baking!   

We have been setting some work from www.pearsonactivelearn.com as well.  We know that it is not 

always easy to access, please let us know if you have forgotten your login details or if you have any 

other issues getting on to it – either email your teacher or leave a message on the google classroom.  

It has been great to see people joining in with gimkits – keep an eye out for these being posted, 

there will be an S2 one next Thursday on the topic of transport.  We are trying to include some tasks 

you can do without needing access to a computer all the time.  This might include posting up 

vocabulary lists, which you can copy down or print off if you can and then learn the vocabulary in 

different ways.    We have a twitter account - @DGSModLang – so if you are on twitter, follow us for 

more ML info!  We really like the fact that we can access online stuff in so many different languages, 

it is fascinating to see how people in other countries are dealing with the lockdown. 

 

We quite like the, one German and one French, which show a commuting during lockdown: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some pics showing what we have been up to when we are not working on our computers – 

see if you can work out which is your teacher! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/


    
  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Finding painted stones on 
walks round Dunbar 

Buildings cows in the garden 

Learning language no. 5 

Making meringues 

Learning to ride on rollers Building lego trains….. 



 

Expressive Arts  Week 4: 27thth April – 1st May2020 

BGE S1 & S2  S3 Seniors S4, S5 & 
S6 

What the teachers have been up 
to! 

Message to Students and Families  

This week, our young 
Artists and Designers have 
been busy illustrating the 
layout of their own, or 
their dream homes using 
a traditional ‘dolls house’ 
style which involves using 
a little bit of perspective.  
 
Our youngest Drama 
students have been 
continuing the great work 
on their Haunted House 
Stories by creating 
puppets, animations and 
scripts reading to bring 
their tales to fruition. 
Whilst the S2’s been 
designing their own 
storyboards for their 
chosen genre considering 
the mood and 
atmosphere they want 
their drama to create. 
 
After S1 pupils had fun 
creating their own musical 
instruments, and S2 were 
interviewing people about 
their favourite Music. This 
week we have been 
exploring Bitesize and the 
feedback has been great. 
Vocal improvisation has 
been a big hit!! 
 

Our S3 pupils have 
been making good 
use of their daily 
walks to collect 
subject matter for 
an observation 
drawing of a nature 
still life.  
 
The S3 Drama 
students have been 
working on bringing 
their own 'YouTube 
Style' channels to 
life by planning and 
recording their first 
of 3 episodes. 
 
S3 have been 
completing their 
Music listening log, 
and have also been 
looking at bitesize 
whilst all of our 
junior Musicians 
(S1-S3) have lots of 
websites that they 
can access through 
their google 
classroom which 
they can look at, at 
their own pace.  
 
 

Some of our senior 
artists have been 
continuing to work 
on their folio work. 
They have worked 
hard throughout 
the year on these 
folios and it’s lovely 
to see some more 
resolved pieces.  
 
Drama seniors have 
been watching 
some great 
examples of the 
amazing theatre 
streaming online at 
the moment and 
are being asked to 
use their drama 
knowledge and 
skills to unpick 
these performances 
in a critical way 
analysing various 
aspects of the 
performances 
 
Senior Musicians 
continue to send in 
recordings of 
themselves 
practicing a new 
piece of music; and 
completing 
optional 
coursework.   

We all thoroughly enjoyed some rest 
and relaxation over the Easter 
Holiday period. With the sun shining, 
many of us were able to travel to 
our exotic back garden for picnics, 
reading, and some gardening.  
We all made good use of our daily 
exercise allowance and ventured out 
on bikes and foot; there have been 
some beautiful sunsets and amazing 
wildlife to be seen. Mrs Cairns even 
came across some buried treasure – 
which turned out to be a coin from 
King George 3rd era, dated 1806! 
We’ve also been busy making sure 
that we are keeping up with friends 
and family, using lots of different 
meeting platforms to stay in touch. 
 
Since coming back to work, we’ve 
had lots of meetings and we’ve 
enjoyed hearing from our pupils. Ms 
Fox and Ms Sutherland had a great 
time spent with pupils at the Hub 
last week.  We have already been 
thinking about the new school 
session and we’ve been discussing 
and planning what our on-line 
lessons will be. We are of course a 
little apprehensive about it all – 
however we are also excited and 
eager to embrace this unique 
situation and make the most of the 
opportunities that it is presenting us 
with!  
 
 

We hope that you are all well, and safe; and that you had an opportunity 
to relax and have fun family time over the Easter break.  
Having family time is so important - just taking time out of your day to do 
some exercise together, have a chat, do some baking, play a game or 
watch a movie; and of course catch up with family and friends on social 
media and meeting platforms.   
 
We would all much prefer that you prioritise your social, emotional, 
mental and physical needs before school tasks. Please do not worry if you 
are finding it difficult to do the tasks set for you – we are more than happy 
for you to get in touch with us and we can work with you to adapt the task 
to something that is more suitable for you. We know everyone works in 
different ways – there is no right or wrong way to set out your day and 
approach your work. If you miss a task one week that’s okay! If you 
choose to do it at some point in the future or just go straight on to the 
next one that is also ok! We appreciate all of your efforts under these 
difficult circumstances.  
 
Remember that the Arts are all around you! Museums and Galleries have 
opened up their collections for you to look at on the internet, and there 
are lots of live concerts and performances happening on a regular basis. 
Lots of musicians, artists and performers are doing personal blogs, and 
tutorials to help you be creative at home. Even watching a good movie is a 
great basis for thinking about the arts: the scripts, performances, 
choreography; the soundtrack, lighting and sound choices, and special 
effects; the costume designs, and scene settings… this could lead to a 
good family discussion or it may inspire you to write your own script, learn 
a new song, or create a piece of personal art. So even if you are struggling 
to do a task there are lots of alternative ways for you to engage with the 
Arts!  
 
Instagram:  
dgsartanddesign 
dgsmusic.dpt 
Twitter:  
@dgs_drama,  
@dgs_MusicDe 



Here are some of the activities staff have been doing to keep 

their well-being topped up!  

Garden tidy-ups; and 

garden sketching... 

Garden spring clean… 



Walks and Cycles… 

 



  

Gorgeous views and beautiful sunsets… 



DIY skills development… 



 

  

Getting the shelves up… 

 

Wall-papering next! 



Taking care of our prized possessions… 

  

From Seedlings to 

Shoots…. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Cooking… 

An Eggcellent 

Egg salad… 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toasted Marshmallows… 



 

And here are some of our feathered and furry 

Companions… 

 They keep our spirits up and they even like to help us  

work!  

 

Doddie and Big Bertha! 

Both chirpy companions! 

 



Winnie – just waiting for a cuddle! 

This little pussy cat Arya, loves 

hiding under the covers! 

Beautiful Bella… 





Maths 
 

Our S1’s have been completing work set on Google classroom and working through Numeracy tasks 
and the Sequences unit. 
Our S2’s have been finishing the S2 course on the trigonometry unit and completing revision of the 
full S2 course. 
Our S3’s have begun learning about trigonometry in non-right angled triangles and using it to 
calculate the area of a triangle and finding the length of a side using the Sine Rule.  Some students 
have been working on algebra unit at National 4. 
 
The staff team have been engaging in professional learning relating to the edubuzz suite and other 
online learning platforms such as ‘That Quiz’.   
 
To all of our students remember we want to hear from you on a weekly basis!  We are very impressed 
by the quality of work being sent in so far so well done.  If you haven’t been in touch with us yet then 
that is okay, it is never too late and we would love to hear from you.  There is no best way or best 
time to get started with what may seem daunting the important thing is you get started. 

 
 
 

Science 
 
 
The Science Faculty want to say a massive thank you for all of the great pieces of 
work we've received over the last couple of weeks. We been impressed by the 
quality and creativity of pupils, and their dedication to Science during this time. It's 
really pleasing to get questions about work, but also pupils checking in on their 
teachers, too! Much appreciated. 
 
 
 I want to make an apology to all science pupils. I am sorry that you are missing out 
on experiments and practical work. When we return, I will make sure that we make 
up for lost time. 
 
 
 In the meantime, stay safe and look after yourselves. Keep washing your hands like 
we did in S1 (soap, warm water and sing happy birthday twice). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A recommended watch from 
Team Biology! 



Health and Wellbeing 
 
 

This week Team HWB want to remind all students that during these strange times it 
is so important to look after our mental health. We have and will continue to 
encourage everyone to try and complete at least 30mins of exercise each day. This 
can be a range of different activities and it has been great to hear of some of the 
different activities you have all been up too.  
 
Supporting and caring for our friends and family during this time is one of the top 
priorities for us all. There have been a number of challenges for some of our staff 
working from home this week as I'm sure there will have been many for you as well. 
I want to remind you that we are here to support you and that during this time it is 
important to focus on each other and ensure that we are encouraging and caring for 
each other. 
 
Team HWB 

 
 

  
 
 
 


