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Dear DGS Community, 
 
We are approaching the final two weeks of a term, no one will ever forget.  As each week 
has passed, we have thought about the events and celebrations which ‘would have been 
taking part’.  I know that staff and students alike, have found this difficult.  Despite the 
disappointment of opportunities missed, I have been constantly inspired and uplifted by the 
amazing spirit and resilience of our school community. 
 
 
Some staff have returned to the school building 
this week and the Emergency Childcare service has 
transferred from the Dunbar Hub to DGS for our 
students.  I have enjoyed being back in the building 
and it has brought a reassuring normality back to 
my days!    A highlight was a socially distanced 
meeting with the DHTs and our Business Manager. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
This week has focussed on planning our return to school in August.  We are working closely 
with our colleagues across East Lothian Council to plan every aspect of our school re-
opening and our community re-connecting.  The detailed plans are emerging and we have 
made the decision to focus the newsletter for the last 3 weeks of term on sharing this 
important information with parents and carers.  
 
 
This week, the newsletter will give some general updates about returning to school.  Next 
Friday we will be in a position to share more detailed information.  In the last update, Mr 
McBride will put together a video tour of the school building, providing families and 
students with an insight to the new measures we will put in place to ensure everyone can 
make a safe and positive return to school. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
Take care 
 
Claire Slowther 
 

 
DGSC (Parent Council) 
 
Our next Parent Council meeting will take place at 7pm on Wednesday 17th June via Google 
Meet.  The format will be an update from the School leadership Team followed by an 
opportunity for parents and carers to ask questions.  If you would like to attend this 
meeting, please contact parentcouncil@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk and an email 
invite will be sent to you. 

 
2020/2021 Term dates and August in-service 
 
It has now been confirmed that Monday 10th and Tuesday 11th August will be In-service days 
for staff.  Term will begin on Wednesday 12th August.  We will share specific details next 
week on when different groups of students will return to school. 
 
The 2020/2021 session will now end on Friday 25th June 2021 

 
Transition 
 
Mr Maxton and the Transition team have been busy making plans to welcome our new S1 
cohort to DGS. A Twitter page @S1Dgs has been set up and information will be shared on 
this page and also on the school website.  A virtual tour of the school has been shared with 
all P7 families https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WvKQdyjYuY. 
 
The Guidance team have really enjoyed meeting P7 students via Google Meet. Over the next 
few weeks, P7 students will be added to Google Classrooms for their new S1 classes.  Lots of 
additional information about the school, including a presentation/video from each faculty 
will be shared with students in their Google classrooms. 
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SMHW and Google Classroom 
 
Just a reminder for all S1/2 parents and carers, that as per our pervious newsletter on 1st 
May, we are no longer using Show My Homework. 
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Friday-1st-May-1.pdf 
 
All work for students is now set on Google classroom and we are using the Guardian 
Summary facility for parents and carers to have an overview of work set.  A copy of the 
letter about this new system can be found https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/Guardian-Summary-Setup-Letter.pdf 
 
 
 

Uniform for August 
 
When we return in August, our usual school uniform policy will still apply.  
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-
content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/School-Uniform-Description-20-21.pdf 
 
If you would like to order any uniform items this can be done at https://www.border-
embroideries.co.uk/schools/dunbar-grammar-school.html.  Please note that the deadline 
for ordering for delivery by the start of term is 20th July. 
 
We would also like to ask parents/carers to purchase pens/pencils/ruler and pencil case for 
your young person to bring to school to ensure that these pieces of equipment are not 
shared or borrowed for health and safety reasons during the Covid-19 recovery period. If 
parents are also able to provide hand sanitiser as part of this ‘kit’ that would also be much 
appreciated, although this will also be available at areas throughout the school, along with 
hand washing facilities. 
 
We recognise that we need to be flexible in our approach to uniform, given the challenges 
many families currently face.  If you would like to confidentially discuss any aspect of 
uniform and school resources to explore what support may be available please contact us at 
admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
 
 

 
How we will return 
 
Our return to school after the summer break will be different to any year before, and it’s 
important that our approach is different too. That’s why schools in East Lothian are 
prioritising nurture – reconnecting with our learners and our colleagues – for our return to 
blended school and home learning. The Educational Psychology Service have created a video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbM0fC3ZldE&feature=youtu.be 

for parents to explain East Lothian’s approach, and it nicely captures our key priority– the 
wellbeing of our students and staff.    

 
 

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Friday-1st-May-1.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/05/Friday-1st-May-1.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/Guardian-Summary-Setup-Letter.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/Guardian-Summary-Setup-Letter.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/School-Uniform-Description-20-21.pdf
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/School-Uniform-Description-20-21.pdf
https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/dunbar-grammar-school.html
https://www.border-embroideries.co.uk/schools/dunbar-grammar-school.html
mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BbM0fC3ZldE&feature=youtu.be


 
Overview of plans for next term 
 
This past week we have been working out how many students we can accommodate, to 
maximise time in school, whilst ensuring 2 metre social distancing.  
 
 
We will have a ‘soft’ start in August, with a limited number of year groups in each day before 
we increase numbers. A comprehensive risk assessment will also be in place prior to students 
entering the building. We very much understand that parents/carers need to know soon 
which children will be in school when, so that they can make work pattern and child care 
arrangements.   
 
 
We will also likely have some very different features in place, such as clear safety protocols, 
small groupings of students to minimise contact and longer times in individual subjects, to 
minimise movement.  

 

Next week we will include an overview of our curriculum plan and answers to questions which 
students and their/parents and carers may have. 

 

Free School Meals/Clothing Grants 

 

We are aware that some parents/carers circumstances may have changed as a result of Covid-
19 and this may mean you are now eligible for Free School Meals and/or a Clothing Grant.  If 
you think this may apply to you, please visit the Free School Meals and Clothing Grants area 
of the East Lothian Council website for further information and the relevant forms. If you need 
help completing these forms there is support available on the website or alternatively please 
contact your young person’s Guidance teacher, who should also be able to help you via a 
telephone call/email. 

 

 
Student Council 2020 

 
The current Student Council in summary: 
 
The Student Council is now meeting regularly on ‘Google Meet’ to discuss how home 
learning is going, and how we can best prepare for the reopening of the school on the 11th 
August. A Student Council Google Classroom has also been set up, which allows the council 
to communicate easily and efficiently. If students or teachers have any questions for the 
Student Council, there is a new email address below which you can be used to contact the 
council on. At present we have decided to continue with the same students that were 
involved last year. This is purely due to convenience as we are all already acquainted and 
can work well together, despite it being through email. When we get back to school in 
August we hope to revaluate the situation and we plan to give the junior pupils an 
opportunity to apply, including the new S1s. We will also decide on the new chair for the 
Student Council at that point.  
 



2020 Aims: 
 
The aims of the Student Council fit with the School Improvement Plan and the three main 
priorities: teaching & learning, a positive & inclusive community and opportunities for all. 
 

- Make learning during these unprecedented times with the corona virus and social 
distancing as productive as possible.  

- Mental Health Focus. 
- Address racism and discrimination - One the points that has been brought up by not 

only student council members but the wider school community is the current 
political climate in The US. We are all very aware through the news and multiple 
social media platforms of the incident that occurred involving the innocent black 
man, George Floyd. We are all sickened by this event and are anxious to help end 
racism and do whatever we can to support the cause. On our first google meet we 
came to the conclusion that the best course of action is to ensure that all Dunbar 
Grammar Pupils are as educated as possible about racism. We will now be trying to 
discuss The Slave Trade, Jim Crow laws, Civil Rights Movement and modern cases of 
racism with all students, and we hope to incorporate these topics into the junior 
students learning across the curriculum. This is because at Dunbar Grammar School 
it’s not enough to just not be racist, at Dunbar Grammar School we have to be 
actively anti-racist and ensure that this will always be the case.  

- Continue to represent the voice of the student body as we have always tried our 

best to do.  

- Continue to “go green” as a school. 

 
Contact the student council on the email address below: 
 
dgsstudentcouncil@edubuzz.org 
 
Current Senior Student Council members: 
 

- Alex Thorburn             (6C4) 

- Zola Lorimer               (6C4) 

- Nancy Bird                  (6C1) 

- Lara Gribble                (6C3) 

- Ben Cartwright            (6C6) 

- Hannah Whitby           (5C1) 

- Caroline Laird             (6C4) 

- Connor Gibson           (6C2) 

- Jack Moore                 (5C1) 

- Mrs Hamilton              (Teacher) 

 
Other Student Council members: 
 

- Donald Bird  (2C4) 

- Aisla Gerlings  (2C7) 

- Isaac Stevenson (2C1) 

- Phaedra Turnbull (2C1) 

- Charley Halbert  (3C8) 

- Kirsten Irwin  (3C5) 
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- Jessie Smith   (3C7) 

- Kitty Bird  (4C1) 

- Owen Hexley  (4C6) 

- Lucy Kilfara  (4C7) 

- Emilia Stuart  (4C3) 

- Jennifer Gordon (6C2) 

 
 
 

 

 


