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Dear DGS Community, 
 
It is the end of another busy week for staff and students at Dunbar Grammar.  This week has 
taken a slightly different format, students in S1 and S2 have been engaging in an Alternative 
Activities week and we are delighted that P7 pupils from Dunbar, West Barns, East Linton, 
Stenton and Innerwick Primaries have been joining in too! This newsletter is a special 
edition as it is showcasing some of the brilliant work which our students have produced. 
 
 Our senior students have continued to work really well in their new subjects and I was so 
pleased to hear that on Thursday Mrs Hamilton organised a student council meeting via 
Google Meet. They discussed a range of issues including; home learning, how students can 
be involved in the re-opening of the school in August, supporting mental health and 
addressing racism. 
 
In our free time many students, staff and parents and carers have 
joined in with the ‘Get DGS to Troon in June’ initiative.  The 
challenge is to travel (walk, run, cycle or even row) the 
97.8miles/157km from Dunbar to Troon.  I have been so 
impressed to see so many member of our community take part.  
I am traveling at a leisurely pace, walking and exploring my 
local area!  It has forced me to get out of the house every 
evening and I am really enjoying it! The aim of this was to 
promote physical activity and maintain DGS spirit, but we also 
wanted support our former student Fraser Riach-Shaw, who 
is currently fundraising for a very special cause.   
 



Next week, Mr McBride will be writing to all parents and carers to tell you about the new 
facility of a ‘Guardian Summary’ on Google Classrooms.  This will help you have an overview 
of work which has been set for your son/daughter.  These letters will be emailed directly to 
you. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
Take care 
 
Claire Slowther 
 

 
A Shout out from our DHTs  
Mr Maxton 
Hi everyone,   
 
As Mrs Slowther said, it’s been another busy week. It’s been superb to see all of the hard 
work and fun our P7s, S1s and S2s have been having during Activities Week. There has been 
some very impressive work from our very talented 
students, some of which you’ll see below.  
 
I enjoyed getting out in the hills for a run this week and 
contribute to the Dunbar to Troon challenge. I was 
running with a friend. It was easy to social distance as 
he was at least 40 metres ahead of me at all times. I 
think this picture was the closest we got to each other 
the whole time. My legs are still recovering but it was 
definitely worth it. I’m looking forward to a relaxing birthday weekend with the family.  
 
I hope you all have a great weekend! Still missing you all. 
Mr Maxton 
 
 

Mr McBride 

 
For me it was back to the hub again this week while we plan for how best to continue to 
support our students and their families in the weeks and months ahead.  I had a great chat 
with a couple of P7 boys earlier this week who were eager to tell me about the things they 
were looking forward to about the transition to Dunbar 
Grammar.  Their positivity and optimism reminded me that 
challenges also often bring new opportunities and a chance to 
reflect on the best ways to meet the needs of our learners in the 
current context and into the future. For these two, somewhat 
destructively energetic P7s this meant turning an empty Dunbar 
Grammar school into a giant playground, perfect for a game they 
called ‘The Ultimate Zombie Apocalypse’. For us perhaps it means 
using the same positivity and enthusiasm in re-evaluating how we 
allocate and use our resources to ensure safety and enhance the opportunities available to 
our learners to engage in meaningful, stimulating and relevant learning experiences.  But I 
have to admit, the zombie apocalypse thing does sound like fun!   
 

mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk


 

 

 

Mr Offer 

Hello everyone, 
 
This has been a really quick week! We have all been involved in lots of planning and thinking 
about how we can all be together again. Re-opening a school is definitely more challenging 
than closing one but be assured that everyone is working really hard to make it work. I have 
been so impressed this week with the level of engagement from students during activities 
week. Looking at the work come flooding in reminded me of why I wanted to become a 
teacher – young people are endlessly curious, imaginative and great fun. I enjoyed speaking 
to lots of students and families this week and was heartened to hear just how positive you 
all are in these difficult times. The sunshine has helped of course!  
 

Lastly, it’s a young man’s birthday today (I know Mr. Maxton does not 
look a day over 25!). It got me thinking of all of you who have had 
birthdays during lockdown and have been unable to celebrate properly 
with friends. Happy birthday to all of you from all of us at DGS! 
 
Take care, 
 
Mr. Offer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



S1 Alternative Activities Week 2020  

The Activities Week Team have been absolutely blown away by the responses from Primary 7 and S1 

pupils to the tasks we set for the week.  Don’t worry if you’ve not managed to try some of the 

activities this week, you can still have a go over the weekend and send us your work to the Activities 

Week email address. 

dgsactivitiesweek@edubuzz.org  

The team of S6 Buddies and staff have loved looking at all the photos, PowerPoints and emails that 

we’ve had from pupils getting involved during the week. Ms Reid has been Tweeting some of the 

amazing work during the week and we’d like to show you a few more photos of what everyone has 

been up to.  Unfortunately we can’t include everyone – so we do apologise if we’ve missed out your 

photo.  We’ll hopefully be able to have a full display of all the primary 7s and S1s work in the school 

when we return to the building.   

 

High Street Walk 

  

 

 

 

We had lots of amazing drawings and 

pictures for different buildings on Dunbar 

High Street and other parts of East Lothian.  

Holly made a fantastic powerpoint with her 

favourite places in the town. 

 

 

Tamsin in S1 drew this 
picture of Ellerslie 
House on the High 
Street of East Linton. 

https://mail.elc.school/owa/redir.aspx?C=5_uWOP2CbT-XCCpv8E4ez4AWQWGwz6Od1x0RN4QrwXR4k3gE-P7XCA..&URL=mailto%3adgsactivitiesweek%40edubuzz.org


Stone stacking 

 

 

Crystal Maze 

Ms Sweeney has been taking the odd break from Higher 

Maths to make sure she can still put all her 'Happy 

Cubes' together. 

...and she can:) 

Some students have tried the brain teasers 

we suggested.  Oliver N said he’s “watched 

4 episodes of The Crystal Maze” – I think 

that’s the best school work ever!! 

 

Outdoor Cooking 

Mr Martin made a great clip explaining what we’d usually be doing in Lochend Woods.  Follow the 

link and you’ll get his amazing pancake recipe and top tips for outdoor cooking.  (I think the Home 

Economics Team will be wanting him in their department next year!) 

https://youtu.be/0wx6pHO8m9o 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/0wx6pHO8m9o


Nature Art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Tour 

One of the S1s has put together a 

community tour of Gifford.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love Anna’s wee people 
in her nature picture 



Frozen Flower Eggs, Jar Terrariums & Wind Chimes 

 

Struan’s had a busy week and 

complete loads of the Activities 

Week task.  He’s his frozen 

flower egg.  Sophie’s looks 

amazing too!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cool wind chime too. 

 

 

Upcycling 

Ailey fixed the hole in a pair of trousers to give them more life and a 

few more wears. Nathalie transformed this shirt into a skirt! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hadn’t seen a jar 
terrarium before – I think 
Eve’s looks fab 
 



 

Dunbar Fashion School – Face Masks 

Lots of you have been watching Jacquie and Anique Burke’s short video demonstration for face 

masks.  Ms Galbraith and Mrs Payton helped a group of pupils in the Hub make face masks.  We’ve 

had loads of pictures of face mask, I hope you can all make use of them (and hopefully you’ve not 

cut up all your socks!)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Shelter Building 

The final activity you’ve been sending pictures of is the shelters you’ve built.  I hope you all tidied up 

after you created these! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We just wanted to finish by saying a massive thank you to all of you for taking part.  We also want to 

thank Sue Anderson from Viridor for her contribution to the week.   Another big thank you to 

Dunbar Fashion School. We loved the video clip made by Jacquie and Anique Burke, with help from 

Jo McNamara. We also have to thank all the DGS staff who helped by coming up with ideas of 

activities and taking part in the week. Thanks to the Primary School staff who’ve shared this with the 

primary 7s so they could join in this week. A final thank you to the team of S6 Buddies, who are part 

of the Activities Week Team.   They’ve been really busy spending their week looking at all your 

photos, PowerPoints and emails and giving you feedback on what you’ve been doing. 

 

The S1 Activities Week Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



S2 Alternative Activities Week 2020  

Throughout this week our S2’s have been involved in our HWB Activities week where there have 

been a number of different activities for everyone to take part in. House points have been on offer 

for those who have completed any activities and it has been great to see a number of our S2’s 

sending in photos and videos to keep us updated on how they are getting on.  

The focus throughout the week has been on Health and Wellbeing with the activities focusing on our 

physical and mental health. Some of the activities that were on offer this week consisted of:  

● Yoga & Mindfulness 

● Pentathlon challenge   

● Supporting local charities during COVID-19 

● Beat the teacher challenges  

● Step count challenge 

● Dancing  

● Healthy recipes  

 

We have been very 

impressed with the 

efforts throughout 

the week and it has 

been great to 

follow your 

progress with the 

photos and videos 

that have been sent 

through. A big 

thanks to Miss 

Galbraith who also 

got the hub 

involved in some of 

the activities this 

week.  

 

We wanted to 

share a number of 

the photos that have been sent in this week to show everyone how our S2’s have got on throughout 

the week and share their success of completing a number of different activities or challenges. 

The Pentathlon Challenge  

This challenge was focusing on 5 different activities that our S2’s had to complete. They were: 

● Standing Broad Jump  

● Plank  

● Target throw 

● Walk/Run a mile  



● Bat and Ball challenge 

● Here are some of our students in action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting local charities during COVID-19 

One of the activities we set this week was linked with our YPI unit within our S2 HWB course. 

Students were asked to pick a local charity, look at the impact this pandemic has had on them and 

how they could be supported during this time.  

We had a great presentation from Paige Woods who focused on RNLI! Well done Paige!! 



 

 

 

 

Fun Activities 

We had a number of 

students sending 

updates on what they 

had been up to over 

the week with some 

getting out on their 

bikes, some taking time 

to relax and do some 

colouring, some 

cooking and some 

taking on the selfie 

scavenger hunt. Great 

selfies Jamie!! 



 

 

 

 

To finish the S2 Activities Week team would like to thank all of the S2’s who have taken part 

throughout this week and sent us regular updates to let us know how you are getting on. We hope 

you have really enjoyed the different activities and challenges that have been on offer. We would 

also like to thank the teachers that sent in Recipes and ‘Beat the Teacher’ videos as well as Mia 

Wyatt (S6) who took time to create a dance video for us to share with the S2’s so they could try and 

learn it. (I’ve heard Mr Maxton is stuck on the 5th beat). We hope as a result of this week you have 

had the time to focus on your own HWB impacting it in a positive way as well as having fun 

completing the different activities and challenges that were on offer.   

Thanks 

S2 Activities Week Team 

 

 

 

 

 



P7/S1 Transition 

The Transition Team have been working hard to plan transition for our New S1s. Over the next few 

weeks we are going to be posting lots of resources for our new S1s to help them learn more about 

our school and their transition to Dunbar Grammar School. As you can see above this has already 

started with the P7s taking part in our Activities week.  

Please follow our new Transition Twitter page DGS S1 Transition 2020 @S1Dgs, as well as the 

website for more information. P7 teachers will also be posting information and Transition tasks on 

their Google classrooms. 

Here is a link to our first video. Enjoy a virtual tour of Dunbar 

Grammar School with a quick introduction from Mrs Slowther, 

Mr Offer, Mr McBride and Mr Maxton.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WvKQdyjYuY 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WvKQdyjYuY
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwikiclipart.com%2Fwelcome-clipart%2F&psig=AOvVaw1uGTC4aqebFh7nWOcm2xNB&ust=1591436555946000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLijsbOx6ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD

