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Dear Parent/Carer 

Re-opening of Dunbar Grammar School 

I hope that you and your family have had a lovely summer and that this letter finds you all well.  I am 

delighted to be able to write to you to share the detailed plans for the re-opening of Dunbar 

Grammar.  I am especially pleased to be welcoming our new S1 students. 

I realise that returning to school may be an anxious time for some students and their families.  I 

would hope that this letter provides you with the reassurance to know that we have been 

extensively planning to make sure that the return to DGS is as safe and supportive as possible.  As I 

explained in my letter on Tuesday, having induction days are a key part of ensuring that all students 

understand the new systems and routines which will be in place. 

As a reminder, the plans for re-opening Dunbar Grammar, are detailed below 

Wednesday 12th August Only students in S4/5/6 are expected to attend. 
Students will have a return to school induction and be issued with 
timetables.    
 

Thursday 13th August Only students in S1 will attend and will have a Transition day (with 
support from S6 students who are Buddies).  This will include tours 
of the school, the opportunity to meet key members of staff, get to 
know their S6 supporters and be issued with timetables. 
 

Friday 14th August Only students in S2/3 are expected to attend. 
Students will have a return to school induction and be issued with 
timetables.   
 

Monday 17th August All students will attend. 
 

 

Free School Meals 

Please note that should a student be eligible for free school meals these will be available for all 3 

days.  Should you require a lunch, for days your child is not in school, please contact the school at 



admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk by Tuesday 11th August.  Lunches will be collected 

from the front of school between 11am and 12pm. 

Who is able to return to school? 

All students and staff with no symptoms of Covid-19 are able to return to school. Almost all students 

who were previously shielding will have been advised by their Clinician that it is safe for them to 

return. Mr Offer (Depute Head Teacher) and the Pupil Support Faculty will work with those who have 

been shielding to complete individual risk assessments. For any student unable to return an individual 

plan will be put in place for them to access their learning at home.  If any students have symptoms of 

Covid-19 they should not attend school and should self-isolate for at least 10 days and inform the 

school.  Advice about booking a test can be found at NHS inform.  If a student has tested positive for 

Covid-19 they should also self-isolate for at least 10 days. Students will also need to self-isolate for 14 

days if they: 

 Live with someone who has symptoms or has tested positive 

 Someone in their support bubble has symptoms or has tested positive 

 They have been told by NHS Test and Protect that they have been in contact with someone 

who has Covid-19 

If a student shows symptoms of Covid-19 at school, they will be asked to self-isolate in a well ventilated 

room and we will arrange as soon as possible for someone to come and collect them (this should be 

someone from the same household).   

 

Is the school safe for my young person to attend?  

Comprehensive risk assessments have been carried out.  Extensive cleaning of all areas; including 

classrooms, corridors and social spaces, will take place at the start and end of each day and toilets 

and washrooms will also be cleaned daily.  We will also have increased cleaning throughout the day. 

Classrooms will be kept well ventilated, with open windows and doors, wherever possible. Increased 

outdoor learning will also be planned, wherever possible. Students should therefore always bring an 

outdoor jacket to school.  

Classrooms will be stocked with anti-microbial wipes/spray and students will be asked to wipe down 

their desk at the start of each lesson. 

Staff have been advised to continue to physically distance from students, where possible.  This will 

mean classrooms will have areas marked off for staff only.  We ask that students respect this 

requirement to ensure staff safety. 

Although movement around the school will be required, we will operate a one way-system 

throughout the school building and young people will be asked to follow this at all times.  

 

Will students and staff wear face coverings? 

The wearing of a face covering is not mandatory but welcomed if students feel safer doing so in school. 

The latest advice does from the Scottish Government is that face masks do not provide significant 

protection for the wearer, rather they primarily reduce the risk of transmission and help to suppress 

the virus.  The Scottish Government also state that schools may wish to encourage the wearing of face 
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coverings with adults and older young people in schools as part of an enhanced system of approaches 

to reduce transmission.   

With this advice, most of our staff will be wearing face masks or visors and it may be that those in the 

senior phase (S4, S5 and S6) also wish to wear a face mask too.  Those in younger year groups are also 

welcome to do so too. 

 

What handwashing protocols will be in place?  

Students will be expected to wash their hands or use sanitiser at the start and end of each lesson.  

We would request if possible, students bring their own hand sanitiser for use throughout the day. 

However, each classroom will have hand sanitiser available.  If any student suffers from any skin 

conditions which are irritated by sanitiser, we would urge you to contact your GP for advice. 

 

Are there special arrangements at the start of the day? 

We would ask that students do not arrive at the school building before 8.20am to avoid students 

congregating in social areas.  When students arrive, they should go straight to their registration 

class.  If students arrive by bus before this time, we will provide an area for them to wait in. 

 

What are the arrangements for break and lunch?  

If the weather is good, young people will be encouraged to eat outside at break and lunchtime. No 

students are permitted to leave the school grounds at break time.  In addition, S1 students are 

required to remain in school grounds at lunchtime until the October break (this is our usual policy).  

We would also encourage all other year groups to remain within school grounds at lunch.  

Students will be able to go to the Atrium, Social Space, Assembly Hall or Bistro at break and 

lunchtime. 

We are requesting that, wherever possible, students bring a packed break and packed lunch to 

school.   

In the initial weeks, the service in the Bistro and Hub will be limited to a cold Grab and Go service 

only at lunchtime.  The Bistro and the Hub will not be open at break time. 

 

Do students need to wear school uniform?  

Our usual school uniform policy is still in place.  

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wpcontent/blogs.dir/1325/files/2020/06/School-

Uniform-Description-20-21.pdf   

Classrooms will be well ventilated, so we would encourage students to bring/wear a plain school 

jumper (not a hoody).  

 



We recognise that we need to be flexible in our approach to uniform, given the challenges many 

families currently face.  If you would like to confidentially discuss any aspect of uniform and school 

resources to explore what support may be available please contact us at 

admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  

What should students bring into school?   

It is more important than ever that students have a school bag, to bring items in and out of school. 

Students will not be able to leave equipment or resources in school.   The sharing of resources such 

pens/pencils/rulers/calculators will be discouraged and young people should bring their own ‘kit’ to 

school.  The items that should be in that school bag are:  

 Pens/pencils/ruler/rubber/sharpener 

 A calculator   

 A full water bottle  

 A packed lunch and snacks (Hub and Bistro facilities will be limited and only available at 
lunchtime) 

 An outdoor jacket to maximise the possibility of safe outdoor learning 

 Hand sanitiser  

 Face covering 

 Packet of tissues 
 

 
What should students do on the induction day?  

The induction days (12th, 13th and 14th August) are designed to offer students the opportunity to re-

connect with staff and fellow students.   They will be planned around nurture principles to ensure all 

students feel safe and supported in their return to school.  Students will attend only on the day 

assigned for their year group.  The timings of the school day will be as usual. 

Students should proceed immediately to their registration class. The induction programme will 

include 

 A welcome online assembly 

 A health and safety briefing 

 An activity to familiarise themselves with the one way system 

 Timetables will be issued 

 Senior students will also receive an update on SQA and re-coursing 

After the initial induction, students will follow their timetable for the remainder of the day. 

The format will be slightly different for our S1s as they will have a more traditional ‘Transition day’ 

experience which will include tours of the school and meeting key members of staff. 

For the first week back (Wed 12th – Tuesday 18th (inclusive), PE will be classroom based. This is to 

allow the PE staff to meet with students and go over health and safety arrangements for the term.  

Students should bring a change of clothing for PE as all lessons will take place outdoors for the 

foreseeable future and until we are advised it is safe to resume indoor sport. 
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Information for our new S1 students 
 
We are very much looking forward to meeting our new S1s and have planned a day to allow them to 
familiarise themselves with the school and meet staff and fellow students. 
 
Upon arrival at school on Thursday 13th August, S1 students will be greeted by S6 buddies.  S1 
students can use any of our 3 student entrances as we have lots of wonderful S6 volunteers available 
to meet them and show them the way!   
 
School ties which have been ordered online will be issued in registration class on this first day.  Due 
to visitors not being permitted in schools, unfortunately parents cannot pick these up, prior to the 
transition day. 
 
 
Traveling to school 
 
Wherever possible young people will be encouraged to walk or cycle to school.  For those students 
who require transport, a letter will come directly from Transport Services clarifying arrangements for 
returning to school.   
 
Please note: face coverings are now also mandatory on school transport buses and pupils must 
also carry their own hand sanitiser as well for use on buses. Pupils travelling on public transport 
must also wear face coverings (unless they are exempt). 
 
Parents/Carers will not be able to access the school car park in the morning or at the end of the day.  
We would ask that parents/carers drop off their young person in a nearby street. 
 
 
Expectations of conduct  

As always, we expect our students to behave in a responsible, safe and respectful manner.  As a staff 

team we will do our best to support and advise our students about the new routines in classes, 

corridors, breaks, lunches and in the entry and exit to the school building.  However if any young 

person wilfully jeopardises or compromises the safety of others we may have to ask that they 

complete all of their learning remotely until such a time as it is safe for them to return to the school.  

 
 
Visitors to School 
 
Parents/Carers and Visitors will be able to come into school however this will only be by prior 

arrangement. Face coverings would be required to be worn by all visitors.  It is hoped, however, that 

most communication will be done via email or phone until further restrictions are lifted.  It is vital 

therefore that we have email addresses for all of our parents/carers, so if these need updated, or 

you still need to give us one, please telephone the school when we open on 10th August or 

alternatively, email us at admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk.  

 
 

Please do spend some time going through this letter with your young person.  It is really important 

they also know what is happening and prepare for what will be a different return to school. 
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I am grateful for your support and patience and we are very much looking forward to re-opening 

Dunbar Grammar and welcoming our students back.  I am so proud that Dunbar Grammar is a caring 

community where everyone can RISE to be their best.  Our school values of Respect, Inclusion, 

Support and Effort continue to guide us and I am looking forward to re-connecting as a community.  

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at 

admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

  

Claire Slowther,  

Head Teacher 
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