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6th November 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer  

SQA Arrangements 2020-21 
 

On the 7th October the Deputy First Minister (DFM), John Swinney, announced that there 
would be no external exams for National 5 candidates in 2021. He also announced that 
there will be exams for Higher/Advanced Higher students in May/June 2021. The DFM also 
stated that the intention to hold exams for Higher/Advanced Higher students would be 
reviewed again in February, in line with the evolving picture of Covid-19, and to plan 
contingencies should they be deemed no longer able to proceed based on public health 
advice. 
 

National 5 
 
Following a discussion with our Head of Education at East Lothian Council, and the other five 
secondary Head Teachers on Wednesday of this week, and based on some further 
information from SQA about National 5 assessments, we have agreed that the position 
across the authority is that there will be no traditional ‘prelim exams’ for National 5 
students this session. A prelim is a ‘preliminary’ exam in preparation for the final SQA exam, 
and given that there are going to be no exams for Nat 5 in 2021, this is the reason we have 
made this decision.  
 
In order to gather assessment evidence to submit our grades to the SQA, currently by the 
end of March 2021 (although this date may still change as more information is awaited from 
SQA), we will have a series of structured assessments, for our National 5 students, between 
January and mid-March. This allows us, over a period of time, to collect evidence of 
between 2-4 pieces of work, gathered in a formal setting,  for each subject area, which is as 
near the course completion as possible. This means that this is deemed to be more valid and 
reliable in terms of a young person’s ability/performance.  
 
A timetable/overview of the intended dates for these assessments will be shared with you 
and your young person in the near future. This will help students plan for these assessments 
and to be able to organise a study programme.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Higher/Advanced Higher 
 
A planned diet of prelims for Higher/Advanced Higher will take place in January. Only 
Higher/Advanced Higher prelims would take place.  
 
The prelim timetable will be shared later this term with students/parents.  
 
 
Thank you for your continuing support.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact us at admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Claire Slowther 
Head teacher 
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