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22nd December 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Carer/Student 
 

Update on Extended Assessments January 2021 
 

Following the announcement from the First Minister on Saturday 19th December, we have 
been reviewing our plans for extended assessments for Higher and Advanced Higher in 
January 2021.  We recognise the importance of offering students the opportunity to sit 
formal assessments in a structured and supportive manner.  However, we also acknowledge 
the importance, especially in uncertain times, of maximising time for teaching and learning.   
 
We have decided to still run a Higher/Advanced Higher assessment window upon our return 
to school.  Based on current Scottish Government plans, we would envisage the 
assessments starting on Monday 18th January (as previously planned).   I would like to urge 
students to use the opportunity of remote learning during the week beginning 11th January 
to seek help and support from teachers to ensure they are as fully prepared as possible for 
their assessments.  
 
However, to help maximise time for teaching and learning, we will also review the current 
assessment timetable and make any amendments if possible.  We plan to share the revised 
timetable with students and their parents and carers on the 8th January 2021. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us at 
dgssqaconcerns@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk and we will respond upon our return on 
the 6th January 2021. 
 
Finally, this has been a difficult year for our senior students and I very much would like to 
encourage you all to have a rest over the festive break.  Wishing you all a healthy and happy 
festive period. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Claire Slowther 
Headteacher 
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