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Dear DGS Community 
 
It has been a fast paced and productive first week for our students.  Teachers have been 
busy setting work for all classes, providing feedback and connecting with students via 
Google Meet and Google Chat.  Initial staff feedback is that students are engaging really 
well.  Teachers have been sending me some brilliant examples of student work and sharing 
stories about online lessons. 
 
 
I hope that you are all getting to grips with remote learning but please don’t worry if you are 
finding it challenging.  Life for each family is different and it is important that you take the 
time to find out what works best.  For some families, it is about having a structured routine, 
but others prefer a more flexible approach.  We are working hard to ensure that our remote 
learning approaches not only offer opportunities for students to interact with teachers in 
real time but also complete work at time and pace which is right for them. 
 
 
As we did before the summer, I will share a newsletter each Friday.  This will have a short 
introduction from me, important pieces of information for students, parents and carers and 
finish with an insight into remote learning across the school.  I would urge you to take time 
to read through this as it does contain lots of important information.  
 
 
 



Next week I will be setting up Google Meets to chat to groups of students about how things 
are going for them.   
 
Next Friday we will share a survey with all parents and carers to seek your views about the 
approaches to remote learning.  In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact the 
school by email on admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk.  A member of the school team 
will get back to you by email or phone.  Please note that when you receive a call from the 
school it will always be from a withheld number.  
 
As always we will continue to share daily information on Twitter through @DunbarGrammar 
and @CSlowther.  
 
Take care, look after yourselves and each other 

 
 
Claire Slowther 
Head teacher 
 
 

Parents and Carers Information and Consultation Evenings – Dates for your 

Diary 

On Tuesday 26th January we will have an online information event for S3 Parents and 

Carers.  This will focus on course choice for S4.  The meeting is capped at 100 participants, 

therefore we will run two sessions, one at 6pm and one at 7pm.  Places can be booked via 

this link https://forms.gle/VtQ8QVkLJYP5jmze6 . The meetings will involve a presentation 

from Mr Maxton on the course choice process.  As with all large online meetings, it can be 

difficult to facilitate Q and A so the form has a section where parents and carers can submit 

questions in advance and we will include the answers in the presentation. 

We will also be running online parents and carer consultations this term 

 S4 will be on Thursday 28th January from 4.30pm – 7pm 

 S3 will be on Wednesday 3rd February from 4.30pm – 7pm 

The consultations will be held on Google Meet. In the newsletter released on Friday 22nd 

January we will share information on the booking system with all parents and carers. 
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Remote Learning 

On Monday, Mr McBride issued the DGS Remote Learning Guide to all students, parents and 

carers 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1R8J0Kc02EF4VxqEFMxu0XhzWWnKotOCfasLym6G7

H4o/edit?usp=sharing 

Work for all students is set on their Google classrooms.  Students should be logging into 

these each day and completing all work set by teachers.  If students require any help or 

support from their teachers they should contact them via their Edubuzz emails. 

Students will have at least one live interaction with each subject teacher each week.  This 

will be detailed on their Google classroom.  These live interactions will either be a live chat 

through Google Classroom or a video conference on Google Meet.   These will be tutorial 

sessions which to allow students to pose questions and ask for teachers to explain concepts.   

If parents and carers have any questions, we would ask that they do not contact teachers 

through their Edubuzz accounts and instead contact the main school email account 

(admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk) and their query will be passed on to the 

appropriate member of staff. 

 

Pupil Support 

Our Pupil Support staff have been busy organising and planning for this second phase of 

lockdown. 

Next week, we will be looking to make contact with some of our students to see how they 

are doing. Remember, if you see a “No Caller ID” call, it could be us just calling to check in! 

Please answer! 

Our Senior Phase Google Classrooms are also being added to, so keep an eye on those for 

information about courses and learning opportunities. 

The deadline for UCAS applications has been extended until 29th January 2021. All 

applicants should be aware of this and should be in communication with their Guidance 

Teacher if they have any questions around UCAS. 

Remember, students can e mail your Guidance Teacher on edubuzz if you need any help or 

advice. Parents can also e mail the Pupil Support Team at 

dgspupilsupport@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk 
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The DGS School Magazine wants your input! 

It's time to get creative! DGS School Magazine is looking for submissions on your lockdown 

experience. This could be a story, poem, article, picture, or anything else you can think of. It 

could be anything from a picture of a cupboard full of toilet roll, to a poem about studying 

remotely. Please send submissions to ctodd@edubuzz.org and/or omcgowan@edubuzz.org. 

Student Council Update 

The Senior Student Council had their first meeting of the term on Google Meet this week. 

Mr McBride joined the group to have a discussion about pupil’s experience of home learning 

so far.  The S1 – S3 Student Council will have a Google Meet next week. 

Financial Support 

This can be a really worrying time for many families as they face up to reduced finances. 

Advice on the financial supports available for families can be found on the East Lothian 

Council website here. 

Update from Skills Development Scotland 

As schools across Scotland are closed to the majority of pupils, Skills Development Scotland 

careers advisers will continue to provide careers information and advice by phone and 

digitally. 

Our advisers will contact pupils who were scheduled to have a face-to-face appointments to 

make alternative arrangements. 

Subject Choices 

If your child is choosing their subjects, their school careers adviser will be providing support 

over the coming weeks to help them think about their choices, including a one-to-one 

conversation. There’s also the opportunity for you – as a parent or carer – to join the 

conversation and discuss where their options might take them in the future. As current 

government guidelines don’t permit these conversations to take place in person, we’ll seek 

to make alternative arrangements by phone or video conference. 

You’ll also find lots of helpful tools and information to help with subject choices, on the 

careers service website, My World of Work. Visit www.myworldofwork.co.uk/subjectchoices 

Please be aware that career information and advice is available online for anyone who 

needs it at My World of Work.  You can also contact your local centre to speak to an adviser 

or call the SDS helpline on 0800 917 8000. 
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#RISEin2021 Update  
 
After the success of the Dunbar to Troon in June challenge during the last lockdown, the PE 
staff were keen to give the community an incentive to get outside and stay active. We were 
aware that January can be a particularly challenging month to be motivated due to the dark 
nights and cold weather, especially with the gyms being shut in the current lockdown. As a 
result, we have set the challenge to walk, run or cycle 2021 miles in only 21 days. To make 
this more competitive the staff, parents and carers are competing against the pupils to see 
who will reach the target first. We have been blown away with the response and how the 
Dunbar community has risen to the challenge.  
 
Currently we have 195 people taking part and the numbers are increasing every day. A 
parent stated that the challenge is “motivating me to get out and move”, with another 
saying that “they are loving this challenge, it has gotten me back into running”. Both groups 
are well on their way to achieving the 2021 miles.  
 
We have been blown away with the effort and commitment the Dunbar community has 
shown with people going out multiple activities a day to accumulate the miles. A massive 
well done to everyone involved! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

A flavour of remote learning at DGS this week 
 

 
AH English have been working from a Folio menu to prepare for their online Tutorials 
 

   
Our Science Teachers have been setting up and using really creative online platforms! 

 

 
 

Team Home Ec have been posting work on Google Classroom but also use Twitter and 
Instagram.  Their challenge this week was to bake Cookies or Empire Biscuits 

   
 
 



    
 
Our PE teachers have made some great online lessons which students can work through 
prior to their Google Meet sessions 
 

  
 

National 5 English classes have been engaging in really interesting tutorial discussions 
 

   
 

S1 Art classes are really enjoying working digitally and have produced some amazing Glitch 
Portraits 

 
 
 



   
 

S1 Maths classes have been researching famous Mathematicians and producing brilliant 
presentations 

 
 

 
 

The National Modern Studies class have been creating brief histories of Scotland in 
preparation for their Democracy in Scotland Unit.  This is a really creative example! 

 
Social Subjects Update  

Social Subjects staff have had their first Google Meet live sessions with pupils this week.   

The staff are missing having their usual catch up with classes about what’s happening in the 
world, with the 'Weekly News Round-up'.  Ms White took it online 
this week for the S1 Google Meet and was so impressed with their 
knowledge of what’s been happening in the news over the last 7 
days. We also had a good catch up with a crowd of S2 pupils and 
sorted out some Google Classroom queries.  The conversation did 
move on to Ikea shopping and Christmas presents.   

We would encourage pupils to join the live sessions, even if they missed it this week. 
They’re very informal, helping with any questions about school work and also having a chat 
with the staff and other pupils.  

 



   
 

Usually this term our S2 students would be working on a whole class Murder Mystery in 
Drama. The staff have adapted the course to allow students to create their own unique 

drama. They started this week by creating an overview via newspaper reports 

 
 
 


