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Welcome to our 2021-22 Senior Phase Course Choice booklet.  This booklet contains 
information and advice for students entering S4, S5 and S6 and also for adult learners, whom 
the school is pleased to welcome into senior classes.  There is a special section on Page 8 
which is addressed specifically to prospective adult students. 
 
The full version of our Course Choice Booklet is available online or on request. In the full 
version all the Faculties in the school have included a description of the courses available and 
the levels offered in each subject. 
 
Subject entries include a section indicating the recommended entry for students considering 
a particular course.  There are entry requirements for all Advanced Higher, Higher and 
National courses, though some cater for beginners.  If students cannot meet the entry 
requirements they should look at another choice. 
 
The Senior Phase of education, S4-6, leads students on the path to National Examinations and 
Qualifications. This should give each learner increasing opportunities for exercising 
responsible personal choice as they move through their school career. Our curriculum 
responds to individual needs and supports particular aptitudes and talents.  
 
 
The Qualifications Offered 
 
The five levels of courses are: 
 

• National Progression Awards (NPAs) at SCQF Level 4/5/6 
• National 3 
• National 4  
• National 5  
• Higher Level  
• Advanced Higher  

 
How are the qualifications assessed?  
 
Schools mark and assess National 1 - National 4. Courses at National 5, Higher and Advanced 
Higher levels still include work which is assessed by schools, but for these qualifications, 
learners will also have to pass an additional assessment – usually a question paper and/or an 
assignment – which is  marked externally by the SQA.  Assessment methods for the new 
qualifications are appropriate to the subject and level learners are studying. For example, 
National 4 Geography case studies have different demands from a Higher Geography case 
study.  
 
The SQA work closely with schools and colleges to implement robust quality assurance 
procedures that will ensure all our assessments are fair, consistent and continue to meet 
national standards. All marking will be moderated and verified. For more information on 
assessment, visit SQA’s website: www.sqa.org.uk  
 
 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/
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How are the qualifications graded?  
 
Courses contain work which is assessed and marked throughout the year by teachers. For 
example, teachers mark assessments such as PE or Drama performances and English listening 
and talking assessments.  
These are ‘Units’ of work which are marked as pass or fail in all National Qualifications.  
Individual subjects at National 1 - National 4 levels are not graded but marked overall by pass 
or fail.  
 
If a learner fails an end of year assessment/exam, they will receive credit for what they have 
achieved at that level. Subjects at National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher are graded A to 
D. 
 
 
Selecting a Course of Study for the Senior Phase 
 
Students in S4/5/6 can select a combination of courses at different qualification levels. 
 
This booklet contains information about all the subjects which appear on the S4/5/6 Option 
Sheets (pages 11 and 12). It is, therefore, important to read about ALL the subjects to make 
an informed choice. 
 
Investigating Course Choice 
 
Senior Phase course choices have significant impact on future career and educational 
opportunities.  Before making choices about courses to study, it is important that students 
find out as much as possible about the available subjects. A little research at this stage ensures 
that mistakes are not made in choosing inappropriate courses. 
 
Within the school students can obtain valuable information by: 

•  Asking for advice on course choice from their Guidance Teacher or Subject Teachers; 
•  Making an appointment with the school Careers Adviser to find out about job/career 

opportunities; 
•  Visiting the school careers library situated in the school library.  The library also has 

details on all the courses available at the colleges and universities throughout the UK. 
•  Registering and using the website “My World of Work”. 

 
We encourage students to create a senior phase plan and consider the ‘total bank of 
qualifications’ with which they would hope to leave school with.  This means they should 
consider their planned point of exit from school and, therefore, consider their course choice 
over one, two or three years to ensure that they make the best use of their talents and 
abilities and take full advantage of the opportunities offered by the school. 
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Dunbar Grammar Senior Phase Curriculum Structure 
 
Our aim is to ensure that S4 – S6 students have a similar access to a wide range of courses 
and that students can select a course of study based on their individual abilities and 
requirements. 
 
Long and Short Courses - National 3, 4 and 5  
 
Our National Qualifications are offered as ‘long’ and ‘short’ courses. 
 
Short Courses are studied for 3 periods per week and are available at NPA level 4/5, National 
3, 4 and 5 levels.  Students are able to study a National Qualification as a short course if they 
have sufficient experience in S1 – S3.  This will normally mean that it is a subject that they 
have specialised in within a Faculty as a ‘personalisation’ subject in S2 and/or S3.  It also may 
be available to S5/6 students, if they have studied the subject in S4/5.  Students should refer 
to the individual subject pages to find out if a particular short course is an option for them. 
 
Some subjects are only offered as short courses, for example Travel and Tourism. 
 
Long Courses are studied for 6 periods per week and are also offered at NPA level 4/5/6,  
National 3, 4 and 5 levels. They are open to all students, regardless of their previous 
experience in the subject.  Students may choose to study a subject as a long course for various 
reasons.  For example, 
 

 It is a subject that they ‘dropped’ earlier in their school career and would like to study 
again. 
 

 It is a subject that the student really enjoys and may envisage studying to Higher level. 
By taking a long course option, it will allow them to further develop their skills and 
knowledge, preparing them for further study. 

 

 It is a subject that the student enjoys but feels they may benefit from having increased 
time. 

 
Some subjects are only offered as long courses – Catering and Events, Practical Cookery, 
Music Technology, Spanish. 
 
Coursing for S4 
 
All students are required to study English and Mathematics at National Level for 3.5 periods 
per week. 
In addition to this, all students will study 1 period of Religious and Moral Education, 1 period 
of Personal and Social Education and 2 periods of Physical Education.  
 
Previously students usually studied 8 subjects in S4 followed by 5 in S5.  With our new, more flexible 
curriculum, students can select the number of subjects appropriate to their needs.   
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We would very much encourage students to consider their ‘Senior Phase’ years as a whole, 
and plan the total bank of qualifications they would hope to attain by the time they leave 
school. 
 
This means our students can attain between 6 and 8 National Qualifications in S4.  The 
number they study depends on their own plans and preference.  Please note that all 
students are required to study at least 1 long course. The table below summarises the 
combination of long and short courses students can take. 
 

Number of Long 
Courses 

Number of Short 
Courses that can be 

chosen 

National English 
and Maths 

Total number of 
Qualifications 

1 5 2 8 

2 3 2 7 

3 1 2 6 

 
Likely Levels of Study 
 
All S3 students will be issued with a personalised Likely Level of Study sheet. This will detail 
all subjects offered and will indicate if a short course is an option for the student.  It will also 
include teachers’ estimated level of study for the student in S4.  Final levels of presentation 
in S4 are decided after Christmas and are based on student attainment throughout S4. 
 
Coursing for S5 
 
Students whose sixteenth birthday falls on or after the 1st October cannot leave school until 
the end of the autumn term, even if employment can be obtained.  In a few cases, it may be 
possible for students to begin a full-time college course or extended work experience.   
S5 students are expected to be fully coursed. In addition, they will have access to PSE and 
core.   
 
In exceptional circumstances, alternative arrangements may be considered after a full 
discussion between parents/carers, students, the Pupil Support Team and a member of the 
Senior Management Team.  
 
Number of Qualifications 
 
Previously students usually studied 5 subjects in S5.  With our new, more flexible curriculum 
students can select the number of subjects appropriate to their needs.  Students in S5 and S6 
now have increased access to National Courses if they wish.  Some examples of possible 
combinations are detailed below 
 

 5 Highers (5 qualifications)  

 3 Highers and 2 Long National Courses (5 qualifications) 

 3 Highers, 1 long National Course and 2 short National Courses (6 qualifications) 

 1 Higher, 2 long National Courses and 4 short National Courses (7 qualifications) 
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Coursing for S6 (General) 
 
The study time which sixth year students are given within the timetable allows them to take 
a measure of responsibility for their own learning. 
 
S6 students are expected to arrange their study periods within the department whose course 
they are taking or in the school library.   
 
Course Requirements for S6 
 
All S6 students must take four full columns of courses.  This can be made up of a combination 
of Highers, Advanced Highers, Nationals (Long or Short courses) or College courses. 
 
 
S6 Obligation 
 
In addition to their course S6 students are expected to dedicate one period per week to 
support the school (School Service). This can involve a number of opportunities, examples of 
which are listed below. 
 
Helping in Support for Learning e.g. buddying or paired reading 
Helping in Pupil Support  
Library Assistant 
Helping in a local primary (with agreement) 
Website development/maintenance 
Newsletter 
Recycling environmental work 
Helping in a particular subject department 
Janitorial support 
Community Litter Warden 
Office support 
Voluntary work 
Technician support 
School environment and display 
Supporting clubs in school 
 
Clearly this list is not exhaustive and students will be encouraged to come up with their own 
ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Senior Phase Curriculum Guidance 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

6 
 

Courses in Other Establishments 
 
School to College and External Partnership Course Choices.  
 
As the world of work and employment changes, due to new demands and a rapidly evolving 
workplace, the range of opportunities that we provide to our students, to be successful in the 
future, also grows. 
 
We recognise that our young people have a vast range of skills and abilities, not all of which 
can be best utilised by studying courses within our school. Therefore at Dunbar Grammar 
School we work in partnership with a number of agencies to offer a comprehensive coursing 
structure which best suits the needs and future aspirations of all our learners.   
Students in the senior phase can choose to gain some of their qualifications in partnership 
with other agencies such as Edinburgh College, East Lothian Works, in other schools via Skills 
Development Scotland or the Open University. 
These courses not only offer specialist tuition but may also include practical elements in a 
realistic working environment. Depending upon the course chosen, students will develop a 
range of skills which may include independent study, specialised vocational skills or work 
experience opportunities, for example Foundation Apprenticeships.  
 
You will find these courses, offered within other establishments, in column two of our course 
choice sheet which is also known as our ‘travel’ column. 
 
The school timetable will allow students choosing to study courses out with Dunbar Grammar 
School time to travel to their course location, with minimum disruption to the rest of their 
schooling. This will include being timetabled in to these options during periods 6 and 7 on a 
Tuesday and Thursday.  
 
To ensure equity for all, all transport costs will be provided to students; however the mode 
of transport (i.e. public transport or specifically organised private transportation) will be 
dependent upon a number of factors such as course location, the number of students 
selecting a course and the number of students from other schools who will be attending the 
course.    
 
Please note that, as reflected in the world of work, some courses may run beyond the end of 
the traditional school day and may also include periods of work experience during school 
holidays. The benefit of this is that students develop close relationships with employers and 
develop clear pathways in to the world of work, or future qualifications such as modern or 
graduate apprenticeships.  
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The Course Choice Process 
 

Event Date for S3 into S4 Date for S4 into S5  Date for S5 into S6 

Parents Information 
Evening 

26th  January 2021 1st March 2021 1st March 2021 

Likely Level of Study Issued Week beginning 
25th   January 2021 

Week Beginning  
1st March 2021 

Week Beginning 
1st March 2021 

Parents/Carers 
Consultation Evening 

3rd February 2021 9th March 2021 9th March 2021 

Course Choice interviews 16th–19th  February 
2021 

10th – 24th March 
2021 

10th – 24th March 
2021 

 
 
Procedures for Selection 
 
Choices should be made using the Course Choice Sheet (page 11 for S4 options and page 12 
for S5/6 options). 
 
In column 1, all S4 students will study English and Maths.  In Column 5, all S4 students must 
study a short National Course. 
 
In columns 2, 3 and 4, National courses are available as long and short options.  If a student 
wishes to select National courses from these columns they should then choose 1 long course 
or 2 short courses.  If a student is selecting short courses, 1 should be from the ‘A’ side of the 
column and the other from the ‘B’ side of the column. Column 5B short courses are for S5/6 
students only.  
 
Higher courses are available in all five columns.   
 
Some Advanced Higher courses are listed in columns on the course choice sheet. Others are 
listed at the side of the course choice sheet. They can be selected at the coursing interview.  
There is potential at Dunbar Grammar to offer Advanced Highers in Art and Design, Biology, 
Business Education, Chemistry, Computing, English, French, Geography, German, Graphic 
Communication, History, Maths, Modern Studies, Music, PE, Physics and RMPS.  The decisions 
as to whether an Advanced Higher course will run and the periods allocated to it are 
dependent on numbers of students.   
  
 
Students should agree their choices with their parent/carer and then bring all of the 
information to the coursing interview, at which point the final coursing sheet will be agreed 
and signed off by the student, school and the parent/carer. 
 
Whilst every effort will be made to give students their chosen subjects, no guarantee can be 
made. 
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Opportunities for Adult Students 

We are committed to encouraging and supporting adults who are interested in returning to 
education.   

The first step is to contact Mr Maxton on 01368-863339 and arrange a meeting to discuss 
options.  Arrangements will then be made to meet the subject teacher(s) to discuss course 
details, time-tabling etc. 

Our library staff will provide support for studies including access to computers at certain 
times. 

We are also able to provide guidance and information regarding access to training courses, 
further education and job opportunities through our Careers Adviser, Lynn Telford (see page 
10). 

Dunbar Grammar School is a venue for evening classes organised through the Council’s Adult 
Education Programme, contact number 01620 829 908.  Information regarding any new 
courses will be published in the local press. 

We are keen for local people to let us know about classes and courses they would be 
interested in.  Please call the Continuing Education office on 01620 827 827 with your ideas. 

As an adult student you are welcome to attend the meetings and activities of the Dunbar 

Grammar School Association – details are available from the school. 
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The Learning Resource Centre (Library) 
 
S6 students may spend time studying in the library.  These study periods form an important 
part of students’ education, as they allow students to develop their own methods of tackling 
assignments and to learn self-discipline in relation to their work. 
A fully-qualified librarian is on hand to offer advice about the best sources to use and how to 
extract relevant information from them. 
 
The following facilities are available to all seniors. 

1. Curriculum Support Material 
The Librarian liaises with the teaching staff to make sure that books and other items, 
relevant to each of the subjects studied, are stocked in the Learning Resource Centre.   
 

2. Information Literacy 
The development of information-handling and study skills is important to students, 
not only to ensure that they achieve the best possible results but to prepare them for 
life after school.  Everyone nowadays is surrounded by increasing amounts of 
information.  Students must learn how to evaluate both printed and electronic sources 
of information. 
Developing these skills is part of the work of a school librarian.  The librarian is happy 
to help students during their study periods and they should not hesitate to ask for 
assistance. 
 

3. Careers Library 
The Librarian works closely with the Guidance Staff and the Careers Adviser to ensure 
that senior students receive the advice they need when making career choices.  In the 
Learning Resource Centre there is information about many careers and copies of the 
prospectuses for British Universities and Colleges.  These are available for all students 
to consult. 
Students can also access careers websites to help with their career and course choices. 
 

4. Information Technology 
The computers in the Learning Resource Centre allow access to the Internet and online 
information sources such as Issues Online and sites relating to colleges, universities 
and job-hunting. 
 

If you have any queries regarding the use of the Learning Resource Centre, please contact 
Charlotte Todd (Librarian). 
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The Careers Adviser 
 
After S4 there are several options open to students: 
 

 Staying on at school - this involves selecting relevant subjects to be studied during S5 or 
S6 and needs careful consideration.  The Careers Adviser can discuss career ideas and help 
students select appropriate subjects. 

 

 Many students will be aiming to enter Higher Education after completing S5/6 - the 
Careers Adviser can give information about the range of courses offered by universities 
and colleges and discuss entry requirements and graduate destinations. 

 

 Going to college - the Careers Adviser can provide information about suitable courses, 
entry requirements, progression routes and funding. 

 

 Training - the Careers Adviser can give information about training provision including 
availability, vocational qualifications and training allowances. 

 

 Entering employment - the Careers Adviser can raise awareness of Modern 
Apprenticeships, local labour market opportunities and discuss the qualifications, skills and 
personal qualities required.   

 
Information on all of the above can be found on the Career Website “My World of Work” 
www.myworldofwork.co.uk  
 
The Skills Development Scotland Careers Adviser for Dunbar Grammar is Lynn 
Telford.  Students can arrange to see the Careers Adviser by requesting a careers interview – 
this can be done by emailing Deirdre or Lynn or through their guidance teacher. In addition, 
students can speak to the advisers in the resource centre.   
 
When not in school, the Careers Adviser can be contacted at: 
 
Skills Development Scotland 
Adam Ferguson House 
Eskmills Park 
Station Road 
MUSSELBURGH                        
EH21 7PQ 
Tel:  0131 665 3120 
             
e-mail:  lynn.telford@sds.co.uk  

http://www.myworldofwork.co.uk/
mailto:lynn.telford@sds.co.uk
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Column 5

A B C D E F G H I

2A 2B 3A 3B 4A 4B 5A

Engineering 

Science German Computing Biology Modern Studies Chemistry Travel and Tourism

History Chemistry Modern Studies RMPS Physics Physics 

French PE 

Graphic 

Communication Physics N4 

Nat 5 Media

N4/5 Admin and 

IT Geography Biology History Geography

Business 

Management Geography Biology German

Environmental 

Science 

Business 

Management Drama PE

RMPS 

NPA Drawing L5 NPA Painting L5 Childcare

Modern Studies 

PE Maths N5* Top Up 

Music

Practical Woodworking 

Graphic Communication  Design & Manufacture 

Music Technology 

Engineering Science 

LONG COURSES - 6 periods per week

Column 1

Column 2 TRAVEL COLUMN 

(Tues and Thur pm) Column 3 Column 4

SHORT COURSES - 3 periods per week

Physics History Catering & Events

Modern Studies Business Management

Chemistry 

Drama 

Art & Design 

Biology 

Art & Design 

Music 

Admin and IT

Physics 

Practical Cookery

Computing 

Geography 

French

Biology 

Practical Cookery

PE 

Chemistry 

John Muir Award

College School Partnership
College Courses/ Foundation 

Apprenticeships

Spanish

All students will 
study;

National Maths for 
3.5 periods  per 
week

and

National English for 
3.5 periods per 
week

Dunbar Grammar School – S3 into S4 Course Choices 
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ENGLISH 

Faculty Contact:  Ms L Baldwin, PT English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels Available  
The English courses offered are National 3, National 4, National 5, 
Communication (NC), Higher and Advanced Higher. Each course covers the 
three main areas of English:  

 Understanding, Analysing and Evaluating Language.  

 Creating and Producing Language.  

 Literacy. 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide 
range of skills. In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop 
the ability to:  

 Listen and talk, read, and write, as appropriate to purpose, 
audience and context. 

 Understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose, 
audience and context.  

 Create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and 
context.  

 Apply knowledge of language. 

Progression Routes and Career Opportunities 
National 3 > National 4 > National 5 > Communication (NC), Higher > Advanced 
Higher level. All courses are comprised of the same three key areas of English, 
but in an increasingly sophisticated way.   
Skills in literacy and English are valued by almost all employers and good 
communication skills are high on their list of priorities when employing. English 
courses can lead to specific careers in areas such as: journalism, education, 
clerical work, publishing, media and television and the performing arts. 
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ENGLISH – COMMUNICATION          

Faculty Contact:  Ms L Baldwin, PT English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication (NC) 

Level Available: SCQF Level 6 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 This course will allow students to understand, analyse, evaluate and 

use complex, formal English in a range of written and spoken forms.  

 This course when combined with the Literature 1 unit is recognised 

as the equivalent of a C pass in Higher English and attainment at 

Level 6 Literacy. 

 The course is suitable for S5/6 who have obtained a C or D at 

National 5. It is an opportunity for learners who may struggle with 

the full leap to the Higher English course. 

 It is a stepping stone to Higher English in S6 or an exit point with 

extra attainment in English. 

Pupils will:  

 Develop skills in reading and listening. 

 Plan, create and deliver detailed written texts. 

 Build on skills in individual talk, give presentations and participate in 

group discussions. 

 Develop skills in understanding, analysing and evaluating a wide 

variety of texts including newspapers, TED talks, film clips, TV 

debates and speeches. 

 Study a range of literature – prose, poetry and drama. 

Assessment: 

 Attainment is measured by a series of assessments rather than a 

final exam.  There are 9 assessments but some of these can be 

combined to reduce the number.   

 Individual talk, presentations and group discussion are essential and 

assessed parts of the course. 
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ENGLISH – Advanced Higher 

Faculty Contact:  Ms L Baldwin, PT English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advanced Higher English 
The Advanced Higher English course comprises of four elements. 
 

 Literary Study 
This element focusses on the study of multiple texts across the 
same genre – prose, drama or poetry. Students will learn to 
compare and contrast two or more texts in a critical essay form. 

 Textual Analysis 
In Textual Analysis students develop approaches to unseen texts 
in a genre of their choice. 

 Dissertation Project 
The Dissertation Project is the main coursework task. This 
involves students selecting one or more texts of their own choice 
to study and a thesis for which they will prepare a Dissertation 

 Portfolio 
In the same vein as Higher, students will prepare two portfolio 
pieces. In Advanced Higher students can produce two pieces in 
the same genre of writing.  

 
Advanced Higher English is an opportunity to study a University level 
course -  a fantastic foundation for anyone planning to attend Higher 
Education. The course runs in tutorial style discussions where students 
are given agency, responsibility and choice in their education.  
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MEDIA 

Faculty Contact:  Ms L Baldwin, PT English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels Available  
We currently offer the Media course at National 5 level. This course covers 
the Key Aspects of Media Literacy:  

 Categories 

 Narrative 

 Language 

 Representation 

 Institution 

 Audience 

 Society. 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The course offers learners opportunities to cover key aspects of:  

 film and print media; 

 advertising and the specific roles that media can play within society, 
as well as ways in which it can influence people; 

 the practical side of media production – this will involve creating 
your own media text, e.g. film, advert, poster… 

Progression Routes and Career Opportunities 
National 5 > Higher. Both courses focus on the analysis of film, and also 
developing film-making skills; the Higher course does this in a more 
sophisticated way.  
The film and media industry in Scotland is thriving and offers a wide range of 
employment opportunities. Media courses can lead to specific careers in areas 
such as: journalism, advertising and marketing, film and television production, 
editing, computer game design, graphic design, web design and public 
relations. 
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MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY 
MATHEMATICS  
 
Faculty Contact: Mr C White, PT Mathematics & Numeracy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Levels Available 
National 3 Applications, National 4 and 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Using Mathematics enables us to model real-life situations and make 
connections and informed predictions. It equips us with the skills we need 
to interpret and analyse information, simplify and solve problems, assess 
risk and make informed decisions. 
 
Courses in Mathematics aim to: 

• Motivate and challenge learners by enabling them to select and apply 
mathematical techniques in a variety of mathematical situations 

• Develop confidence in the subject and a positive attitude towards 
further study in Mathematics and the use of Mathematics in 
employment 

• Deliver in-depth study of mathematical concepts and the ways in 
which Mathematics describes our world 

• Allow learners to interpret, communicate and manage information in 
mathematical form; skills which are vital to scientific and 
technological research and development 

• Deepen the learner’s skills in using mathematical language and 
exploring advanced mathematical ideas 

 
Mathematics courses have the same structure at all levels.  Each course 
comprises of three units of work. Each unit of work has an internal 
assessment associated, which must be passed before the completion of 
the course.  At National 4 students gain the course award by passing the 
Added Value Assessment.  From National 5 to Advanced Higher students 
gain the course award by passing the SQA exam paper. 

 
 

Progression Routes 
National 3 Applications leads onto National 4 Mathematics, which then leads 
onto National 5 Mathematics, which in turn leads onto Higher and Advanced 
Higher Mathematics.  Alternative course in Personal Finance & Level 5 
Numeracy is available where National 5 Mathematics is not an appropriate next 
step. 
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SCIENCES 

BIOLOGY 

Faculty Contact: Mr I Davies, PT Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels Available  
National 3, 4 and 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 
 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Biology affects everyone and aims to find solutions to many of the world’s problems. It explores 
the use of genetic modification to produce new plants and drugs, devising fertility treatments, 
curing genetic diseases, and exploring new sources of food.  
National 3, 4 and 5 
Unit 1: LIFE ON EARTH - How living things fit into the natural world and how they depend on 
each other. 
Unit 2: CELL BIOLOGY - All living things are made of cells, and an understanding of how they 
work and the processes that occur in them is fundamental. 
Unit 3: MULTICELLULAR ORGANISMS - Some of the processes that occur within the bodies of 
animals and plants.  
Higher 
Unit 1: DNA AND THE GENOME- A study of DNA structure, production of proteins, the 
applications of DNA technology and therapeutic use of stems cells. 
Unit 2: METABOLISM AND SURVIVAL - the process of respiration and how it is essential in 
metabolism. 
Unit 3: SUSTAINABILITY AND INTERDEPENDENCE - sustainability of food production. 
Higher Human 
Unit 1:  HUMAN CELLS – DNA structure, gene expression, mutation and genetic disease.  Cellular 
respiration and energy systems. 
Unit 2:  PHYSIOLOGY AND HEALTH – Anatomy and physiology of reproduction.  Cardiovascular 
physiology and pathology of cardiovascular disease. 
Unit 3: NEUROBIOLOGY AND IMMUNOLOGY: Physiology of nervous system, memory, body 
defences and immunization. 
Advanced Higher 
Unit 1: CELLS AND PROTEINS – a study of the structure and roles of proteins in cell processes. 

Unit 2: ORGANISMS AND EVOLUTION – a study of the co-evolution of parasites and their hosts. 
Unit 3: INVESTIGATIVE BIOLOGY - practical skills will be developed to a high level and a Practical 
Investigation will be completed. 

 
 

 

Progression Routes 
BGE  National 3  National 4  National 5  Employment, training, further education 
BGE National 4  National 5  Higher  Employment, training, further education 
BGE National 5  F.A Employment, training, further education 
BGENational 5 Higher  Advanced Higher Employment, training, further education 
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SCIENCES 

CHEMISTRY 

Faculty Contact:  Mr I Davies, PT Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCIENCES 
 

SCIENCES 

PHYSICS 

Faculty Contact: Mr I Davies, PT Science 

 

Levels Available  
National 3, 4 and 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of the course is to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for 
Chemistry in a range of contexts. The key skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are 
integrated and developed throughout the course. The relevance of Chemistry is 
highlighted by the study of the applications of Chemistry in everyday contexts. This will 
enable learners to become scientifically literate citizens, able to review the science-
based claims they will meet.  The courses give the opportunities for learners to develop 
the ability to think analytically, creatively and independently, and to make reasoned 
evaluations.  
National 3, 4 and 5 
Unit 1: CHEMICAL CHANGES & STRUCTURE You will build on detailed chemical concepts 
and use these in analytical applications. You will develop skills and awareness of ethical 
and environmental issues in a local and international context.  
Unit 2: NATURE’S CHEMISTRY You will build on the understanding of natural resources 
and associated products to gain knowledge and develop skills. You will apply these skills 
when considering ethical and environmental implications of the application of chemical 
knowledge to fuelling and feeding a modern society.  
Unit 3: CHEMISTRY & SOCIETY You will be introduced to important chemical concepts 
and apply skills in areas such as the development and use of novel and new materials, 
including forms of energy generation.       
Higher 
Unit 1: CHEMICAL CHANGES & STRUCTURE   Unit 3: NATURE’S CHEMISTRY 
Unit 2: RESEARCHING CHEMISTRY   Unit 4: CHEMISTRY & SOCIETY  
Advanced Higher 
Unit 1: INORGANIC AND PHYSICAL CHEMISTRY, Unit 2: ORGANIC CHEMISTRY AND 
INSTRUMENTAL ANALYSIS and Unit 3: RESEARCHING CHEMISTRY 

 
 

Progression Routes 
BGE  National 3  National 4  National 5  Employment, training, further education 
BGE National 4  National 5  Higher  Employment, training, further education 
BGENational 5 F. A.  Employment, training, further education 
BGENational 5 Higher  Advanced Higher Employment, training, further 
education 
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SCIENCES 

PHYSICS 

Faculty Contact: Mr I Davies, PT Science 

 

  

Levels Available  
National 3, 4 and 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The courses give students an insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in 
the universe. From the study of the electrical and heat energy that we use in our society, to 
the exploration of space, they cover a range of applications of the relationships that have 
been discovered through experiment and calculation, including those used in modern 
technology.   
Advances in Physics mean that our view of what is possible is continually being updated. 
These courses allow students to understand the processes behind scientific advances and to 
appreciate and contribute to topical scientific debate.   
 
National 3, 4 and 5 
Unit 1: DYNAMICS AND SPACE - This unit explores concepts relevant to study of the universe 
and its exploration.  
Unit 2: ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY - This unit explores relationships in heat energy and in 
electrical energy 
Unit 3: WAVES AND RADIATION - This unit explores issues surrounding electromagnetic and 
nuclear radiation.  
 
Higher 
Unit 1: OUR DYNAMIC UNIVERSE  Unit 3: ELECTRICITY  
Unit 2: PARTICLES AND WAVES  Unit 4: RESEARCHING PHYSICS  
 
Advanced Higher 
Unit 1: ROTATIONAL MOTION AND ASTROPHYSICS  
Unit 2: QUANTA AND WAVES  
Unit 3: ELECTROMAGNETISM  
Unit 4: INVESTIGATING PHYSICS 

 
 

Progression Routes 
BGE  National 3  National 4  National 5  Employment, training, further 
education 
BGE National 4  National 5  Higher  Employment, training, further education 
BGENational 5 F. A.  Employment, training, further education 
BGENational 5 Higher  Advanced Higher Employment, training, further 
education 
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SCIENCES 
Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies  

Faculty Contact: Mr I Davies, PT Science 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Course overview – SEE PAGE ?? FOR FURTHER DETAILS 

 

Course Overview: 

This course will help you discover what a career in the science industry would be like, and if it’s right for 

you, while you’re still at school. It is a unique opportunity to work towards a qualification widely 

recognised by Universities, Colleges, and the Science industry. It is equivalent to a Higher qualification. 

The course is being offered to S4 and S5 students across all six East Lothian secondary schools. It is 

delivered on a Tuesday and a Thursday afternoon (1.30pm-4/5pm). Transport to and from the learning 

location, and research facilities, will be provided.. 

Year One: 

Students will study fundamental chemistry concepts whilst gaining confidence in a wide range of 

chemical and biological experimental techniques. There are several research facilities offering their labs 

and research scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural College, Edinburgh University, 

Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute. 

Year Two: 

Students will spend most of their Tuesday and Thursday afternoons at their allocated research facility. 

During this time they will record and gather evidence of their lab work in order to pass three skills-based 

SVQ units.   

Students are expected to be on placement during certain school holidays which will be confirmed in 

due course. 

Assessment: 

Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range of internal assessments relevant 

to the course subject; there are no external exams. 

As the course follows a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For 

this reason, students must be committed to completing the course in its entirety. The exception to this is 

the Direct Entry course for S6 students, which can be completed in one year.  

 

 

 

About the course 
 

This course provides an excellent opportunity for students to achieve a Higher level qualification 

that combines school-based learning with a substantial element of work experience in a research 

facility. 

 

Progression: 

On completion of this course students will be in a position to: 

- Greatly improve their chances of gaining entry to a variety of undergraduate science courses 

(students are encouraged to check entry requirements with individual Universities and Colleges). 

Apply for entry level positions in the Science industry via Modern/Graduate Apprenticeship programmes. 
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SCIENCES & SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
Faculty Contacts: Mr I Davies, PT Science & Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available (Entry based on prior attainment) 
National 4 and 5 – This course is run jointly by Science and Social Subjects 
faculties 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Environmental science is the study of the effects of natural and human 
processes, and of interactions of the physical components of the planet. 
Environmental issues are prevalent in the world right now. This course will look 
at biological, geographical and sustainability factors in the environment and 
their impact on our planet. It will develop an understanding of environmental 
issues using a variety of approaches, including going on field trips to study 
different ecosystems and the human impacts on them.  
The course has three units. 

 
Living Environment 
This unit looks into biological factors and the environment. It includes world 
ecosystems and biodiversity, interdependence of living things and human 
influences on biodiversity.  

 
Earth’s Resources 
This unit looks into geographical factors in the environment. It includes Earth’s 
systems and their interactions, the geosphere (structure of the Earth and 
rocks), the hydrosphere (uses of and problems with water), the biosphere 
(regions of Earth occupied by life) and the atmosphere (uses of gases and wind 
farms). 

 
Sustainability 
This will include social, economic and environmental issues, global citizenship, 
food, water, energy and waste management. It will look into human impact on 
the production and management of these, and how we can improve the 
situation.  

 

Progression Routes 
In certain circumstances, the course could lead into Higher Biology and/or 

Higher Geography. 
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS 

GEOGRAPHY  
Faculty Contact: Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
 
 
 

Levels Available  
National 3, 4, 5, Higher, Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Geography develops a student’s understanding of our changing world and its human 
and physical processes. Geography qualifications will equip learners with the 
knowledge and skills to contribute effectively to their local communities and wider 
society.  
Content of National course (combined N3, N4 and N5) 
Physical Environments – Weather, Rivers, Limestone and Management of National 
Parks (Yorkshire Dales).  
Human Environments – Global population growth, Urbanisation, Farming change.  
Global Issues – Health (Aids, Heart Disease and Kwashiorkor), Environmental 
Hazards (Earthquakes, Volcanoes and Tropical storms).  
Content of Higher course 
Physical Environments - Students will develop and apply geographical skills and 
techniques in the context of physical environments. Key topics include: Atmosphere, 
Hydrosphere, Lithosphere and Biosphere 
Human Environments - Urban and rural environments in developed and developing 
countries. Research topics include: Population, Rural Land Degradation and 
Management, Urban Change and Management.  
Global Issues - Key topics include: Development and Health and River Basin 
Management 
Personalisation and choice is possible through the issues selected for Assignment 
topics. 
Content of Advanced Higher course 
Skills: Students will develop a range of geographical methods and techniques 
including mapping skills, graphical techniques and a range of statistical technique. 
Students will have the opportunity to use different investigating skills while 
undertaking independent research.  
Issues: Students will develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate sources and 
viewpoints on current geographical issues. 

 
 
 

 
 

Progression Routes 
Pathways allow students to progress from National 3 to Advanced Higher. Courses have 
close links with other social subjects and natural sciences courses offered in school and 
learning often connects up with these courses.  If you would like to discuss how 
Geography would fit in with your preferred career please see Mrs Hamilton. 
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HISTORY 

Faculty Contact: Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Levels Available  
National 3, 4, 5, Higher, Advanced Higher 

Physical Environments   

Students will develop and apply geographical skills and techniques in the context of 

physical environments. Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the 

processes and interactions at work within physical environments on a local, regional 

and global scale. Key topics include: atmosphere, hydrosphere, lithosphere and 

biosphere 

Human Environments  

Students will develop and apply geographical skills and techniques in the context of 

human environments. They will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of 

the processes and interactions at work within urban and rural environments in 

developed and developing countries. Learners will also develop their research skills 

in a geographical context. Key topics include: population, rural land degradation and 

management, urban change and management.  

Global Issues   

Students will develop and apply knowledge and understanding of global 

geographical issues which demonstrate the interaction of physical and human 

factors and the strategies adopted in the management of these issues. Key topics 

include: development and health and global climate change; Personalisation and 

choice is possible through the issues selected for study. 

 

Content of Advanced Higher course 

Skills 

Students will develop a range of geographical methods and techniques including 

mapping skills, graphical techniques and a range of statistical techniques for 

analysing and interpreting geographical data. Students will have the opportunity to 

use a range of investigating skills while undertaking independent research.  

Issues  

Students will develop critical thinking and the ability to evaluate sources and 

viewpoints on current geographical issues. 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of History is to develop students’ knowledge and understanding of how the past 
has shaped our modern world. Students will explore what we can learn from the successes 
and mistakes of our ancestors and these will help them to make judgements relevant to their 
world today. 
Content of National course (combined N3, N4 and N5) 
British – The Atlantic Slave Trade, 1770-1807 Students study the nature of the British Atlantic 
slave trade in the late 18th century, changing attitudes towards it in Britain and the pressures 
that led to its abolition illustrating the themes of rights, exploitation and culture. 
Scottish – The Era of the Great War - Students will develop a knowledge and understanding of 
Scotland’s role in the First World War. We will explore the experience of war for soldiers. 
World - The Rise of Hitler and the Nazi Party – Why did the Weimar Republic fail?  How did 
Hitler come to power? What were his policies and beliefs? How did the Nazi state control the 
German people? 
Content of Higher course  
Unit 1: Britain, 1851–1951: This units covers: why women received the vote; why the social 
welfare reforms of Liberals were passed and how effective they were. Finally, the extent to 
which Britain was democratic by 1928. 
Unit 2: USA, 1918-68: This unit covers: the growing tensions in American society from 1918-
1968. It focuses on immigration, economic difficulties, the effectiveness of the New Deal and 
the struggle for civil rights.  
Unit 3: Migration and Empire, 1830–1939: This unit covers: population movement and social 
and economic change in Scotland and abroad between 1830 and 1939. Themes: why did the 
Scots move abroad & their impact and why did immigrants move to Scotland & their impact. 

Content of Advanced Higher course:   
The Advanced Higher History course looks at the topic 'Germany: from democracy to 
dictatorship, 1918–39'. The main themes covered are: ideology, authority and revolution.  It 
focuses on studying the changing nature of political authority; the reasons for changes; and 
the consequences of the changing character of political authority.  

Progression Routes 
Pathways allow students to progress from National 3 to Advanced Higher. Courses 
have close links with other social subjects offered in school and learning often 
connects up with these courses. If you would like to discuss how History would fit in 
with your preferred career please see Mrs Hamilton 
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
MODERN STUDIES  
Faculty Contact: Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
National 3, 4, 5, Higher, Advanced Higher 

 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of contemporary political and social 
issues in local, Scottish, United Kingdom and International contexts. Students will develop the 
skills to interpret and participate in the social and political processes they will encounter now and 
in the future. 
Content of National course (combined N3, N4 and N5) 
Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom - UK’s political structure including the place of 
Scotland within this structure.  
Social Issues in the United Kingdom - Contexts for study will focus on Crime and the Law. 
International Issues – Students will study the USA which will focus mainly on the political system 
and social and economic inequalities in society. 
Content of Higher course 
Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom – This unit focuses on the role of the UK 
Parliament in making decisions and its impact on the Scottish Parliament and membership within 
the European Union. 
Social inequality in the United Kingdom - The nature of social inequality in the United Kingdom, 
theories and causes of inequality, the impact of inequality on specific groups in society and 
attempts to tackle inequalities and their effectiveness. 
A political and socio-economic study of a major world power/issue - Pupils will study the conflict 
in Syria including the cause of the war, the impact that it has on the people and surrounding 
countries and the effectiveness of the international response to it. If time allows pupils may also 
have the opportunity to study the political system in South Africa, recent socio-economic issues 
and the role of the world power in international relations. 
Content of Advanced Higher course:  The course topic is Law and Order and the two areas of 
focus are Understanding Criminal Behaviour, which looks at the causes and effects of crime and 
Responses by Society to Crime, which includes studies of different types of punishment and 
political responses to crime. Additionally, students examine various Research Methods used in 

studying crime and pupils will complete a dissertation on a topic of their choice. 
 

Progression Routes 
Pathways allow students to progress from National 3 to Advanced Higher. Courses have close links 
with other Social Subjects offered in school and learning often connects up with these courses.  If 
you would like to discuss how Modern Studies would fit in with your preferred career please see Mrs 
S Hamilton 
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
SCOTTISH STUDIES AWARD  
Faculty Contact: Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Levels Available   
SQF Level 3, 4, 5, 6 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of this Award is to allow learners to broaden their knowledge of 
Scotland whilst developing and applying the skills, knowledge and 
understanding relevant to their chosen subject areas. Learners will have a 
choice of Units, from a range of subject areas, which they can study in a 
Scottish context.  
 
The main aims of the Award are to give learners the opportunity to:  

• develop and apply skills, knowledge and understanding in their chosen 
subject areas  

• make connections across these areas by studying them in a Scottish 
context  

•  develop an understanding of the contribution that Scotland and its 
people, past and/or present, have made, and continue to make, in these 
areas  

• reflect on the place of Scotland within the wider context of the United 
Kingdom, Europe and/or the rest of the world  

• explore an aspect of Scottish Studies that is of particular interest to them  
• develop the skills of planning, reviewing sources and selecting relevant 

information, and skills of reflection  
• develop, with support, their abilities to become independent learners  

 
Content of National course (combined level 3, 4, 5, 6) 
Students will complete three Units from at least two of the following groups:  
Group 1 Language and Literature  
Group 2 Society and Environment  
Group 3 Arts and Culture  
Group 4 Business, Industry and Employment 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Progression Routes 
This Award or its Units may provide progression to a variety of Courses, Awards or 
Units at SCQF level 5, depending on the specific subject areas studied as part of this 
Award. 
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
POLITICS  
Faculty Contact: Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Level Available 
Higher 

 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of the Higher Politics course is to develop learners’ knowledge and 
understanding of political systems. Its theoretical perspective enables learners to 
identify, explore and analyse political issues in order to develop their own views and 
perspectives on political systems and political representation.  
 
The course makes a distinctive contribution to the curriculum by offering three units 
of study: 

 Political Theory 
An in-depth look at the theorists behind power, authority, legitimacy, 
communism, socialism, liberalism, nationalism, feminism and democracy. 

 Political Systems  
A comparison of the detailed workings of the US political system with the UK  

 Political Parties and Elections 
A study of recent elections and referenda to understand how UK political parties 
fight campaigns and win elections. 
 

As well as course assessments, pupils will be expected to complete an assignment 
which is in the format of an extended essay based on the pupil’s own research on a 
topic of their choice. 

 

Progression Routes 
Higher Politics can be offered to any pupil who has completed a National 5 course in any 

of the Social Subjects. This course has close links with the other Social Subjects and can 

also be studied alongside Higher or Advanced Higher Modern Studies.  
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MODERN LANGUAGES AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP 

FRENCH/GERMAN/SPANISH  
Faculty Contact: Mrs E. Claus, Acting PT Modern Languages 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
French   short or long course Nat 4 or 5 
German   short course Nat 4 or 5 
Spanish beginners   long course – Nat 4 or 5 
Higher – pass at National 5 required 
Advanced Higher – “A” or “B” pass at Higher preferred 

 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 

Learning a new language enables learners to make connections with different 
people and their cultures and to play a fuller part as global citizens.  Learning 
a language develops communication and literacy skills, cultural awareness, 
and the ability to be flexible and think on your feet. 
The courses provide learners with the opportunity to develop skills in 
Listening, Talking, Reading and Writing, which are essential for learning, work 
and life; to use different media effectively for learning and communication; 
and to develop an understanding of how language works. 
 
At each level there are two units with the same titles: 
• Understanding Language – the development of Listening and Reading skills. 
• Using Language – the development of Talking and Writing skills. 
These cover the four broad themes of Society, Learning, Employability and 
Culture. 
 
National 4 is entirely internally assessed and has an Added Valued Unit which 
assesses reading and talking. 
At National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher there is an external exam in 
Reading, Listening and Writing, and a performance in Talking.  At Nat 5 and 
Higher levels there is a writing assignment which is completed in class time.   
At Advanced Higher students also complete a specialist study based 
on literature, media or language in work. 

 

Progression Routes 
These courses will provide progression to other SQA qualifications such as National 
5, Higher, Advanced Higher, a basis for study of a second language or further study, 
employment or training. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

HOME ECONOMICS 
CATERING AND EVENTS 
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Levels Available 
 This course is assessed as a Youth Achievement Award. Youth Achievement 

 Awards are an SQA customised award, and provide a recognised SCQF levelled 

 qualification. 

 Levels available: 

 Bronze award – SCQF level 4 (equivalent to National 4) 

 Silver award – SCQF level 5 (equivalent to National 5) 

 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 
 The main purpose of this course is to develop learners’ cookery and baking skills. 
 Learners will work as part of a team to assist in the planning and delivery of a 
 number of catering events. 
 Youth Achievement Awards follow a plan-do-review process which enables 
 learners to more effectively recognise and articulate their learning and 
 achievements, increasing self-esteem. 
 Youth Achievement Awards encourage reflection and critical thinking through 
 self and peer assessment, helping young people to develop skills for learning, 
 life and work. 
 This course provides a set of foundation skills for those who wish to progress 
 into a career in the Food Industry or the Hospitality and Events sector. 

 

 

Progression Routes 
 
 This course may provide progression to SQA courses in Home Economics, such as 
 National 4/5 Practical Cookery. 
 The cookery and baking skills gained in this course provide a sound framework in 
 which to follow careers in the Food Industry. 
 Assisting with the planning and delivery of catering events provides a sound 
 framework in which to follow careers in the Hospitality and Events sector. 
 Furthermore, learners have the opportunity to gain transferable skills for 
 learning, life and work including: organisation and planning; time management; 
 critical thinking; team working; and reflection and evaluation skills. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

HOME ECONOMICS  
PRACTICAL COOKERY  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, Acting PT Health & Wellbeing 

 

 
 
HEALTH & WELLBEING 
EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE 
 

  

Levels Available 
National 3, 4 and 5 

 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The main purpose of this course is to develop learners’ practical cookery 
skills, their knowledge and understanding of ingredients and to provide a 
set of foundation skills for those who wish to progress to professional 
hospitality courses or employment.  The course contains: 

  Practical exam which has two stages (75%) 
 planning (assignment) 
 implementing (practical activity) 

  Question paper (25%) 
 

 The practical component involves experiential learning, and is supported 
by related theory. It uses real-life hospitality contexts, which makes it 
relevant to the world of work.  Its uniqueness lies in introducing learners to 
practical cookery in hospitality-related contexts. 
 

 

 

Progression Routes 
This course may provide progression to other qualifications in Home 
Economics such as Youth Achievement Award in Catering and Events. 
Practical cookery skills provide a sound framework in which to follow careers 
in Hospitality where culinary skills are studied along with the theoretical 
aspects of the Hotel and Catering Industry. These would enable them to 
access job opportunities while studying at further education level. 
Furthermore, students have the opportunity to gain transferable practical 
skills such as: organisation, time management and manipulative skills. 
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Progression Routes 
This course may provide progression to other qualifications in Home Economics such 
as National 4/5 Practical Cookery and Youth Achievement Award in Catering and 
Events. It will also provide a foundation for progressing on to various childcare 
related courses at college and those wishing to pursue careers in education and 
health care. Furthermore, learners will have the opportunity to gain transferable 
skills for learning, life and work including: organisation and planning; time 
management; critical thinking; team working; and reflection and evaluation skills. 

 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 
EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The main purpose of the course is to develop learners’ skills for work in Early 
Learning and Childcare. The course content is varied and will allow learners to 
develop skills in leadership; independent research; teamwork; creativity and will 
cover the practical skills required when working with children in a variety of 
settings. As a “Skills for Work” course, there will be no final exam, however, 
learners’ will be required to complete coursework (covering report writing, short 
answer questions, self-reflections, practical skills and presentations) in order to 
gain their National 4 or National 5 qualification.  

The units covered are as follows: 

 The Development and Wellbeing of Children and Young People 

 Play in Early Learning and Childcare 

 Care and Feeding of Children and Young People 

 Working in Early Learning and Childcare 

Levels Available 
National 4/5 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Levels Available 
National 4/5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

 

 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
These courses are for learners who have a genuine interest in Physical Education and 
who are prepared to work hard to improve their own fitness, performance & 
understanding of physical activity.  
All four courses’ general aim is to develop learners’ understanding of the factors that 
impact on performance in physical activities. Learners will consider how social, 
emotional, mental and physical factors can influence effectiveness in performance. 
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of methods of enhancing 
performance, developing the learner’s ability to plan for, record, maintain and review 
performance development.   
 
It is recommended that students wishing to undertake Higher Physical Education have 
undertaken and passed National 5 PE. National 4/5 courses consist of 3 periods a week, 
Higher consists of 6 periods a week and all learners are required to take part in the 
variety of activities on offer.  At least one period a week will be allocated to 
theory/written work in National 4/5 and at least 2 periods a week for Higher. 
 
Furthermore, it is recommended that students wishing to undertake Advanced Higher 
Physical Education have undertaken and passed Higher PE (recommended A/B pass). 
Advance Higher will look to build on the knowledge obtained from both National 5 and 
Higher. The course will consist of 6 periods a week. Students will be assessed in 
performance (30%) and they will need to submit a project (70%). Students will have 
more responsibility for independent learning to enable them to carry out their project.  

 
 

 

Progression Routes 
These courses may provide progression to further SQA qualifications in Physical 
Education such as National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher, or further study, 
employment or training. 
Career Opportunities include: Teaching, Sports Coaching, Professional and Semi 
Professional Sports Organisations, Sports Science, Sports Psychology, Outdoor 
Education, Recreational Centres, Fitness/Health and Wellbeing Clubs, Physical 
Therapies, Caring Profession, Sporting Therapies and Sports Studies. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

SPORTS LEADERS  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HEALTH & WELLBEING 

PERFORMANCE IN SPORT  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

Course/subjects name 
Sports Leaders  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 

This course is open to all students who have a keen interest in coaching / 
leading activities 

You will have the opportunity to achieve the following awards 

 NPA Sport & Fitness at SCQF Level 5 
 Youth Achievements Silver Award 

The course consists of 3 periods a week plus 10 voluntary hours. 
The voluntary hours will be spent coaching and leading clubs / activities in the 
Community, at the Primary School or the Grammar School. 

 

This course will offer students the opportunity to improve their  

 coaching, organisational & leadership skills 
 safety and first aid in sport  
 organisation of competitions and events 

The course is mostly practical but some theory work is involved, as is 
homework. 
Assessment is carried out, throughout the course, by your peers & the class 
teacher.   

   
 
 

Progression Routes 
This course is an ideal first step towards gaining National Governing Body 
coaching qualifications and promotes the work of volunteers in sport.  It 
encourages participants to take responsibility for others, to develop 
organisational and communication skills and above all, increase the confidence 
of people for whom leading groups is a new experience. 
 
Other pathways include: 
• Advanced Higher courses in Physical Education 
• SGA at Higher in Performing Arts or Sport & Leisure 
• HNC / HND / in a variety of courses including Fitness, Health & Exercise, 

Physical Education, Sports Science and Sports Coaching with development 
• A career in professional/amateur sport, coaching or officiating. 
• Employment in the fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

PERFORMANCE IN SPORT  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Course/subjects name 
Practical Performance SQA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 
This course is open to all. During this course, pupils will take part in a range of practical 
activities, with a view to improving their performance in each. 
The course consists of 3 periods a week and will focus mainly on the practical elements of 
different activities as well as introducing pupils to various sport science units such as 
Sport Psychology, Anatomy & Physiology, Nutrition, Strength & Conditioning, 
Biomechanics, and basic First Aid training. 
This course will offer pupils the opportunity to improve their practical ability across a 
range of activities, as well as developing their awareness of how sport science could 
impact their performance within their own chosen sport. Pupils will also get the 
opportunity to hear from, and ask questions to, people working within the world of 
professional sport including sport scientists and athletes. 
 
Assessment is ongoing throughout the course, conducted by the class teacher. 

 
 

Progression Routes 
 
 Pathways include: 
• Advanced Higher courses in Physical Education 
• SGA at Higher in Performing Arts or Sport & Leisure 
• HNC / HND  in a variety of courses including Fitness, Health & Exercise, Physical 

Education, Sports Science and Sports Coaching with development 
• A career in professional/amateur sport, coaching or officiating. 
• Employment in the fitness, health, leisure and recreation industries 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – CORE 
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available  
N/A 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Core PE is an important experience in S4 and S5, designed to form positive 
habits towards, and encourage lifelong participation in regular physical 
activity; emphasising the associated health benefits.  

Students are offered a degree of choice towards which physical activities 
they undertake throughout the year, building upon skills learned within S1 
– S3. Students will also be expected to take on more responsibility for their 
learning and for some organisation of activities and tasks. 

All students in S4 will participate in two periods of Core Physical Education, 
whilst students in S5 will participate in one period of Core Physical 
Education each week.  

Students are encouraged to take responsibility and select activities which 
they feel are most suited to their interests and needs as well as being 
encouraged transferring and applying their skills and interests to a variety 
of extra-curricular activities. 

Activities on offer may include, but are not limited to: Athletics, 
badminton, basketball, cross country, dance, dodgeball, fitness, football, 
hockey, rugby, table tennis, tennis, trampolining and volleyball. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

RMPS (RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES)  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of this course is to develop knowledge and understanding of religious, 
moral and philosophical issues that affect the world today. Religious and non-
religious perspectives will be included. The Course will explore the questions they 
raise and the solutions or approaches they offer. Learners will have opportunities 
to reflect on these and on their own experience and views. This will be achieved 
through successful study of the Course Units. 
The Course will require learners to study a world religion in detail, understand 
contemporary moral issues and responses, and study key aspects of religious and 
philosophical questions. 
The Course will help learners develop an understanding of religious, moral and 
philosophical issues of relevance in the world today. Learners will develop skills 
which are transferable to other areas of study and which they will use in everyday 
life. 
The main aims of the Course are to enable learners to develop: 
• the ability to critically analyse, reflect on and express reasoned views about 

religious, moral and philosophical questions and their impact 
• a range of skills including investigating religious, moral and philosophical 

questions and responses, critical analysis, evaluation, and the ability to express 
detailed, reasoned and well-structured views 

• in-depth factual and abstract knowledge and understanding of beliefs, practices 
and sources related to world religions 

• in-depth factual and theoretical knowledge and understanding of religious, 
moral and philosophical questions and responses to them 

Benefits: Learners will develop a wide range of important and transferable skills 
including investigating and expressing detailed, reasoned and well-structured 
views about religious, moral and philosophical topics or issues; interpreting and 
explaining sources related to world religions; enquiring into and evaluating 
contemporary moral questions and responses; and critically analysing religious and 
philosophical questions and responses. 

 

Levels Available 
National 4/5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Progression Routes 
The Courses provide an entry qualification for further and higher education, and 
prepare learners for a diverse range of occupations and careers. 
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HEALTH & WELLBEING 

RELIGIOUS & MORAL EDUCATION - CORE  
Faculty Contact: Mr P Sutherland, PT Health & Wellbeing 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Levels Available  
N/A 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Scotland is a diverse nation whose people hold a wide range of beliefs. 
Religious and Moral Education enables children and young people to explore 
the world’s major religions and to develop their own beliefs and values. 
 
Students can demonstrate their progress through: 

 how well they respond to questions and issues 

 the depth to which they engage with issues of belief and 
morality 

 their developing abilities to think critically 

 their awareness of how they can put their own beliefs, values 
and attitudes into action and show respect for those who hold 
different beliefs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Progression Routes 
National 5 / Higher and Advanced Higher Religious, Moral & Philosophical 
Studies in 5th and 6th year. 

 



Senior Phase Curriculum Guidance 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

40 
 

TECHNOLOGIES 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
BUSINESS/BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
National 3, 4, 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course   
National 3 and 4 - Business 
What was the last product you bought? What made you buy it? How was it made? National 
3 and 4 Business gives you the opportunity to find out about the different activities that 
businesses carry out. From why entrepreneurs such as Bill Gates and Steve Jobs decided to 
set up their own business, to what influences the decisions they make.  You will also 
research a business of your choice and suggest improvements you think they should make.  
The course develops employability skills and supports students in becoming more confident 
in the world of work.  

 National 5 – Business Management  
Why do adverts go viral? How are my favourite products made? Where do businesses get 
all their money from? Every one of us will end up working for some sort of business or 
organisation.  National 5 Business allows students to develop essential employability skills 
whilst developing an understanding how businesses are set up and how they operate.  
Students have the opportunity to explore different aspects of marketing, operations, 
human resources and finance.  

 Higher – Business Management 
Ever wondered why business act in the way that they do? Higher Business Management is 
your opportunity to explore different business decisions in detail. Through the assignment 
you are able to delve into a business of your choice, whilst developing your analytical and 
interpretation skills. Build on your knowledge of the functional areas, enhance your 
problem solving skills and work as part of team to understand key business concepts. This 
course is an ideal starting point for anybody considering a business related career.  

 

Progression Routes 

 National 4, 5, Higher and Advanced Higher. 

 HNC/D e.g. Business Administration.  

 Degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, BA Commerce, BA 
Accounting. 

 A range of employment or training opportunities e.g. administrative 
posts in human resources or marketing. 
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TECHNOLOGIES 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
ADMIN & IT  
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
National 4, 5 and Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course   
National 4  

Employers are increasingly telling us that students leaving school do not have the 
correct IT Skills – this your opportunity to develop these skills and stand out against 
your peers! 
The course will allow you to develop your skills in the Microsoft packages, giving you 
a range of IT skills that will appeal to employers, colleges and universities. You will 
explore three units in the course, not only enhancing your IT skills through practical 
open book assignments, but it will also help develop your literacy skills through 
learning about administration in the workplace. Learners will begin to appreciate key 
legislation affecting employees, key features of good customer care and the skills, 
qualities and attributes required of administrators – all essential skills for preparing 
learners for any job role!  
National 5 

Technology within the workplace is growing at a fast pace and the need for digital 
skills is becoming essential - there is never a better time to develop your IT skills with 
this course! 
The course is broken into three units which will develop learners’ skills in IT, problem 
solving, organising and managing information. Learners select IT applications to 
create and edit business documents, gather and share information and develop skills 
to communicate information – all essential for the dynamic working environment. 
Higher 
The purpose of the course is to develop practical skills and knowledge and 
understanding in Information Technology, Communications, Problem Solving and 
Decision Making.  The course not only equips students with the level of competence 
required for using a range of software packages in a work, home or educational setting 

but will enable them to research, evaluate and summarise information in an 
effective way. 

 
 

 
 Progression Routes 

 N5, H, HNC/D e.g. Business Administration.  

 Degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, BA Commerce, BA 
Accounting. 

 A range of employment or training opportunities e.g. administrative 
posts in human resources or marketing. 
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TECHNOLOGIES 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
NPA BUSINESS & IT 
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
Level 5  

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course   
 

 Would you like to leave school ready to take on the business world that surrounds us?   

 Would you like to be work ready with the essential employability skills the employers 
of the future are looking for? 

 Would you like to develop your IT skills in the Microsoft Software that is used by 
almost every employer on the planet? 

 
If the answer to all of the above is YES – this course is for you. 
 
Every one of us will end up working for a business or some sort of organisation.  This course will 
allow you to develop essential employability skills whilst gaining an understanding of how 
businesses are set up and how they operate.  You will explore different aspects of marketing, 
operations and information technology.   
 
The course is assessed through continuous open book assessment, there is no final exam to be 
stressed about. 

 
Whilst this course will benefit everyone, if you have a particular interest in following a career in 
Business and/or IT you may be glad to know that in the next 10 years it is predicted that in 
Edinburgh, Midlothian and East Lothian, there will be 32, 900 job openings in the Business, IT 
and Finance sector. 

 
 

Progression Routes 

 Higher Business Management 

 HNC/D e.g. Business Administration.  

 Degree courses e.g. BA Business Management, BA Commerce, BA 
Marketing. 

 A range of employment or training opportunities e.g. Business posts in 
marketing, operations or IT. 
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TECHNOLOGIES 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
TRAVEL & TOURISM 
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Levels Available  
National 5 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
 

Are you considering a career related to travel or tourism? Or are you keen to 
find out more about some of the most popular tourist destinations in 
Scotland, the UK and Worldwide? This is your opportunity to do so. Discover 
more about destinations such as Dubai, Sydney and Tokyo, and even those 
closer to home.  ‘Staycations’ are expected to take off this year in the UK 
which means Travel & Tourism will play a big part in the UK recovering from 
the pandemic.  

The Travel and Tourism course provides an introduction to this industry. You 
will develop skills which will enable you to become effective job-seekers and 
employees, skills to deal effectively with all aspects of customer care and 
customer service in travel and tourism, knowledge and skills to deal 
effectively with customer enquiries in relation to travel and tourism in 
Scotland, the rest of the UK and worldwide.  

You will have the opportunity to further your understanding of the course 
content by accessing the wide range of tourist and visitor attractions on our 
door step, and further afield.  
 
The course is assessed through a range of methods including role play, 
written assessments and observations.  There is no final exam for this course.  

 

Progression Routes 
 Level 6 Travel and Tourism Units  

 HNC/D at college in Travel and Tourism  

 Employment in a range of local organisations specialising in travel and 

tourism 
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TECHNOLOGIES 
COMPUTING 
COMPUTING SCIENCE 
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGIES 

 
 
 

Levels Available (Entry based on prior attainment) 
National 3, 4, 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
In all Computing Science Levels: 
The 4 topic areas that students will cover:  
• Software Design & Development, Computer Systems, Database Design & Development 
and Web Design & Development 

Within National 5 and Higher Computing Students will have one final exam that 
is worth 69% of their overall grade. There is also a piece of “open book” 
coursework covering all 4 topic areas, worth 31% of the overall grade. 

National 4 and 5 Computing Science 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 

 apply computational-thinking skills across a range of contemporary contexts 

 apply knowledge and understanding of key concepts and processes in 
computing science 

 apply skills and knowledge in analysis, design, implementation, testing and 
evaluation to a range of digital solutions 

 communicate computing concepts and explain computational behaviour 
clearly and concisely using appropriate terminology 

 develop an understanding of the role and impact of computing science in 
changing and influencing our environment and society 

Higher Computing Science 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 
• extend and apply knowledge and understanding of advanced concepts and 
processes in computing science 
• communicate advanced computing concepts and explain computational 
behaviour clearly and concisely, using appropriate terminology 

• develop awareness of current trends in computing technologies and their 
impact in transforming and influencing our environment and society 

 

Progression Routes 
Computing and ICT are specialisms that are found in all career areas.  From IT support to 
Games companies, Scotland has a nationwide shortage of trained personnel. Computing 
Science courses will provide a gateway into these areas, either through direct entry into 
industry or as a firm platform for further study at National 5 /Higher level/Further 
Education. 
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TECHNOLOGIES 
CREATIVE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Across the subjects on offer within CDT there is a new 
focus on creativity, problem solving and critical thinking. 
 
DESIGN AND MANUFACTURE 
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Levels Available  
National 5 and Higher 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 

This course allows you to explore the multi-faceted world of product design 

and manufacturing. Creativity is at the heart of this course and its 

combination with technology makes it exciting and dynamic. 

Design and Manufacture provides you with skills in designing and 

communicating design proposals, allowing you to refine and resolve your 

design ideas effectively. The course stresses the integration of designing and 

making, highlighting the close relationship between designing, making, 

testing, and refining design ideas. The skills you learn in this course give you 

a broad range of potential for jobs or careers; in the expressive arts, 

mathematics, science, information technology, as well as in craft, design, 

engineering and graphics. 

This course provides a broad practical introduction to design, and materials 

and manufacturing processes. You will develop design skills, as well as skills 

in making models, prototypes and products. And, you will look at the life 

cycle of a product; from idea through design, manufacture, and use, 

including its disposal or re-use. You will learn to appreciate the relationships 

between factors such as aesthetics, function, ergonomics, economics and the 

environment. 

 

Progression routes 

- National 5 and Higher 

- Graphic Communication (National 5 and Higher) 

- Engineering Science (National 5 and Higher) 

- Practical Woodworking (National 5) 

- HNC/HND 

- Degrees (BA and BSc) and careers in: Product Design, Industrial Design, 

Engineering Design, Furniture Design, Product Design Engineering, Design 

Management, Computer Aided Design, Architectural Design and Technology 
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TECHNOLOGIES 

CREATIVE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Across the subjects on offer within CDT there is a new focus 
on creativity, problem solving and critical thinking. 
 
ENGINEERING SCIENCE  
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Levels Available  
National 5 and Higher  

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 

Engineering is vital to everyday life; it shapes the world in which we live and its 

future. Engineers play key roles in meeting the needs of society in fields which 

include climate change, medicine, IT and transport. Our society needs more 

engineers, and more young people with an informed view of engineering. 

In this course you will develop and extend knowledge and understanding of key 

engineering concepts and processes and learn to apply these to a variety of 

problems. On completing the course, you will learn skills in: analysis and problem 

solving, engineering design, the use of equipment and materials, and evaluation. 

The skills you learn from this course are valuable for a wide range of career areas 

and industries. This includes Engineering, Electronics, Oil, Renewable Energy 

Production, Science, Mechanics, Construction and the Built Environment. 

Engineering Science develops a broad range of technological skills, including 

analysis, problem solving and design skills. The course comprises three areas of 

study: engineering contexts and challenges, electronics and control and 

mechanisms and structures. Within these areas you will learn how to use 

equipment and materials, evaluate products and systems, look at key engineering 

concepts and processes, solve a variety of problems and look at the impact of 

engineering on society and the environment.  

 

Progression routes 

National 5 and Higher 

- Design and Manufacture (National 5 and Higher) 

- Physics (National 5 and Higher) 

- HNC/HND  

- Degrees (BSc and BEng) and careers in: Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Robotics, Civil 

Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, Automotive Engineering, Mechatronics, Aeronautical 

Engineering, Design Engineering, Architectural Engineering 
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TECHNOLOGIES 

CREATIVE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Across the subjects on offer within CDT there is a new focus on 
creativity, problem solving and critical thinking. 
 
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION  
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available  
National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher  

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 

Graphic Communication in all its forms is vital to society. This course is designed to 

increase your awareness of how graphics are used, and to learn about the 

technology used to create them. You will create 2D, 3D and pictorial graphics with 

visual impact or that transmits information, digitally and on paper. The skills you 

learn in this course are useful in many career areas including Graphic Design, Web 

Design, Architecture, Surveying, Engineering or Design, Marketing and Advertising. 

Students broaden their skills in a creative environment and are encouraged to 

exercise imagination, creativity and critical thinking. The course allows students to 

develop an awareness of graphic communication as an international language and an 

understanding of how graphic communication technologies impact on society and 

the environment. Students initiate, develop and communicate ideas graphically, and 

develop spatial awareness and visual literacy through graphic experiences. They 

interpret graphic communications initiated by others, and use graphic 

communication equipment, software and materials effectively. 

This course is a broad-based qualification, suitable for students with an interest in 

both digital and paper-based graphic communication. It is largely learner-centred, 

includes practical and experiential learning opportunities and is suitable for those 

wanting to progress onto higher levels of study or a related career in graphics, 

design, marketing, and related disciplines. The course also offers a complementary 

experience for those studying other subjects in the technologies and expressive 

arts. 

 

Progression routes 

National 5 and Higher 

- Design and Manufacture (National 5 and Higher) 

- Art and Design (National 5 and Higher) 

- HNC/HND  

- Degrees and careers in: Architecture, Graphic Design, Illustration, Animation, Digital 

Design, Computer Graphics, Computer Aided Design, Visual Effects, Web Design 
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TECHNOLOGIES 
CREATIVE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Across the subjects on offer within CDT there is a new 
focus on creativity, problem solving and critical thinking. 
 
PRACTICAL WOODWORKING  
Faculty Contact: Ms E Taylor, PT Technologies 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Levels Available  
National 4 and National 5 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 

The Practical Woodwork course is workshop-based, combining elements of tool 
and material knowledge with practical woodworking techniques. Students 
develop skills in traditional furniture manufacture primarily using hand tools. 
They are required to work safely and become proactive in matters of health and 
safety. 

 
Students develop skills in transferring measurements from drawings to 
materials and using hand tools to produce basic wooden products using 
traditional furniture manufacturing joints. Course activities also provide 
opportunities to build resilience and to enhance skills in the measuring aspects 
of numeracy. 

 
 

This course is suitable for students with an interest in entering the handmade 
furniture manufacturing industry. It is largely based around the manufacture of 
practice joints leading to the manufacture and assembly of 3 small projects 
before undertaking the final course assignment. It is well complemented with 
study of the N5 Design and Manufacture course where the practical activities 
covered in this course will enable students to manufacture the items they 
design in D&M to a higher standard. 

Progression routes 

Design and Manufacture (National 5 and Higher) 

- HNC/HND Furniture 

- College course in: Furniture Design, Furniture and Product Design, 3D Design and 

Craft 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
NATIONAL PROGRESS AWARDS (NPA’S) 

 PAINTING  

 DRAWING SKILLS 
Faculty Contact:  Mrs F Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels Available 
NPA Painting: SCQF level 5  (For S4, 5, 6 Students who have taken the personalisation 

course in S3) 
NPA Drawing Skills: SCQF level 5 (for S4, 5, 6 Students who have taken the personalisation 

course in S3) 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Painting Course 
The aim of this National Progression Award in Painting at level 5 is to provide a structured 
award that creates opportunities to investigate, develop and refine painting skills as well as 
to acquire a basic understanding of colour theory. Practical and theoretical skills and 
understanding are developed through utilising a range of subject matters and a variety of 
materials and techniques. Candidates must:  

 

 Research and investigate work in painting. 

 Produce and present a finished painting to a given brief 

 Progressively develop skills and ideas towards the production of a finished painting 
to a chosen theme. 

 Demonstrate a basic understanding of colour, theory, terminology, mixing, 
harmonies, and colours in nature 

 Provide opportunities for individual development of skills and aptitudes which will 
enhance candidate’s employability within Art and Design sectors. 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Drawing Skills Course 
The specific aim of the National Progression Award in Drawing Skills at level 5 is to provide a 
structured award that creates opportunities for candidates to investigate, develop and 
refine drawing skills using a wide range of materials, techniques and subject matter. 
Candidates will:  
 

 Develop introductory skills in drawing media through the investigation of and 
experimentation with materials and develop drawing techniques through production 
of outline drawings, drawings of rectilinear objects and drawings of cylindrical and 
spherical objects.  

 Further develop drawing skills and techniques through the visual analysis of subject 
matter using a range of materials, styles and techniques.  

 Extend and develop drawing skills through the analysis of elements of the local 
environment utilising abstraction to convey expression.  

 

Progression Routes:  NPA Drawing Skills/ Painting > National 5 Art and Design > Higher Art and Design 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  

ART & DESIGN 

Faculty Contact:  Mrs F Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Courses 
Our aim is to provide our students with a broad spectrum of valuable skills, in 
addition to the artistic skills traditionally associated with this subject, which will equip 
them well for life beyond school. We aspire to help our students develop the four 
capacities as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and 
responsible citizens: 

 Foster creative thinking, an enterprising approach and the ability to be inventive, 
innovative and imaginative. 

 Develop a deeper understanding of the work of artists and designers 

 Enhance problem solving skills and the ability to develop and take ideas forward. 

 Encourage independence, personal responsibility and self-belief. 

 Develop communication skills and the ability to work with others. 

 Raise awareness and understanding of cultural, environmental, social and ethical 
issues which influence the work of Artists and Designers, within contexts to which 
our learners can relate. 

 Provide learners with a context within which they can express and explore their 
beliefs and ideas. 

 
Portfolio – This is a non-certified course. It will give students the opportunity to 
create a personal portfolio of work suitable to use for college and university 
applications. This course is tailored to the individual needs of the students and can 
be done on its own or alongside an Advanced Higher Art or Design qualification.  
 

 
 

 

Levels Available 
SQA National 3, 4, 5 Long Course  (For any student, whether or not they have 

studied Art and Design in S3) 
SQA National 5 / Higher (National 4 and 5 Students)  
SQA Advanced Higher – Expressive (For Higher students) 
SQA Advanced Higher – Design   (For Higher students) 
Portfolio   (For Higher students) 
 
 
 
 

 

Progression Routes  
National 4 > National 5 > Higher > Advanced Higher and/or Portfolio                                                                                                                 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
HIGHER PHOTOGRAPHY 
Faculty Contact: Mrs Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Our aim is to encourage learners to be inspired and challenged by visually 
representing their personal thoughts and ideas through the medium of photography. 
Using an integrated approach to learning, learners will plan, develop and produce a 
portfolio of imaginative photographs.  
 
They will also develop their appreciation of photographic work and practice.  
The Course allows learners to broaden and deepen their skills base, and to widen 
their horizons regarding a range of vocations.  
 
The aims of the Course are for learners to:  

 communicate personal thoughts, feelings and ideas using photography  

 develop technical and creative skills in using photographic media, techniques 
and processes  

  develop knowledge and understanding of a range of photography practice  

  develop skills in problem solving, critical thinking and reflective practice  

  analyse the impact of social and cultural influences on photographers and 
their work  

  become critically self-reflective autonomous learners  
 

 
 

 
 

Levels Available 
Higher  -  For S6 students with Higher or National 5 Art and Design; and for students 

who have a specialised interest. 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS 
DRAMA 
Faculty Contact: Mrs Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
SQA National 4, 5 Long Course  (For Personalisation and Non-Personalisation     

students) 
SQA National 5 / Higher       (For National 4 and 5 students)  
SQA Advanced Higher                      (For Higher Students) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Courses 
Choosing Drama is an excellent way to build confidence and develop personal and social skills, 
including working in a group or as a team. You will learn essential skills for life including 
communication, negotiation and problem solving. Drama improves your ability to express 
yourself through a range of different media.  
 
You will have the opportunity to explore a range of acting techniques and production skills 
such as lighting, sound, costume, props, stage makeup and set design. Furthermore, you will 
learn to appreciate and evaluate a broad range of performance styles. 
 
You learn to be creative, communicate well, organise your thoughts and turn your ideas into 
action. Learning through Drama helps students to appreciate cultural values, identities and 
ideas. 
 
The aims of the courses are to enable learners to:  

 Generate and communicate thoughts and ideas when creating drama. 

 Develop a knowledge and understanding of the complex social and cultural influences on 
drama.  

 Develop complex skills in presenting drama.  

 Develop knowledge and understanding of complex production skills when presenting 
drama.  

 Explore form, structure, genre and style. 

 Study theatre practitioners and their approaches. 
 
These courses will equip pupils for a career in the Creative Industries as performers or a 
member of the production team. It will also improve skills for life including presentation skills, 
group work, communication and confidence. 
 
The courses are exciting and challenging. There will be a requirement to commit to   
attending extra rehearsals at particular times during the course. 

 
 

Progression Routes:  National 4 > National 5 > Higher > Advanced Higher 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  

ACTING AND PERFORMANCE 
Faculty Contact: Mrs Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available 
National Progression Award Level 6 
 
 
 

 

 
Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 

Acting and Performance is a course specifically designed to support young people to develop their 
creative thinking and presentation skills.  This course is ideal for anyone who would like to pursue 
any form of staged or filmed performance as a career or a hobby.  This course is also suitable for 
anyone looking to develop their confidence and/or teamwork skills. 
 

 
The aims of this course is to enable learners to:  

 Develop a range of appropriate skills needed for performers including; 
voice, movement, acting and stagecraft. 

 Analyse and respond creatively to a range of texts. 

 Work cooperatively in teams. 

 Enhance their ability to respond to instruction and direction in a timely manner. 

 Develop self-evaluative and reflective skills. 

 Develop the ability to work independently. 

 

The courses provide opportunities for vertical and lateral progression to National Courses and to 
other SQA qualifications in creative industries e.g Theatre, Music, Film and TV and related fields. 
The skills learned on Drama courses will support learners and equip them with the skills required 
to work within the theatre industry.    
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
MUSIC 
Faculty Contact: Mrs Cairns, PT Expressive Arts  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Levels Available 
SQA National 3, 4, 5 Short Course  (For Personalisation students only)  
SQA National 3, 4, 5 Long Course  (For Personalisation and Non-Personalisation 

students)  
SQA Higher    (For National 5 Students)  
SQA Advanced Higher                     (For Higher Students) 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Courses 
These courses will provide a broad practical experience of performing and creating music and 
they will develop related knowledge and understanding of music.  
Course activities will allow students to develop and extend their interest in music and to develop 
performing skills on their two selected instruments or on one instrument and voice. Students will 
have opportunities to develop their composing skills, broaden their understanding of music 
concepts and styles, and their creative capabilities as a musician.  
 
The aims of the course are to enable learners to:  

 Develop performing skills in solo and/or group settings on their selected instruments or on 
one instrument and voice.  

 Perform challenging music with sufficient accuracy while maintaining the musical flow. 

 Learn compositional techniques to create original music and use music concepts creatively 
when composing, arranging or improvising. 

 Broaden knowledge and understanding of music and musical literacy by listening to music 
and identifying a range of music signs, symbols and music concepts.  

 Broaden their understanding of the social and historical context in which music is written. 

 Critically reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others.  
 
Performing music demands skills of autonomy, interpretation and creativity, as well as 
providing the opportunity to increase confidence and self-esteem. The practice required to 
develop these skills can promote perseverance, among other things, as well as helping students 
to learn how to learn. The skills that students gain throughout the course will be valuable for 
learning, life and work. 

 
 

 

 

Progression Routes:  National 3 > National 4 > National 5 > Higher > Advanced Higher 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS  
MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Faculty Contact: Mrs Cairns, PT Expressive Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Levels Available 
SQA National 5 Long Course (For Personalisation and Non-Personalisation students)  
SQA Higher  
SQA Advanced Higher 
 
 
 

 

Progression Routes:  National 5 > Higher > Advanced Higher 

 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
The purpose of these courses is to enable learners to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of music technology and of musical concepts, particularly those relevant to 20th and 21st century 
music. Learners will engage in the development of technical and creative skills through practical 
learning. The courses will provide opportunities for learners to develop their interest in music 
technology and to develop skills and knowledge relevant to the needs of the music industry. You 
do not have to play an instrument to take this course but a broad interest in music is desirable. 
These courses can be taken as well as the traditional music course option. 

 
The aims of the courses are to enable learners to:  

 Develop skills in the use of music technology hardware and software such as Garageband, 
Mixcraft, Pro Tools and Ableton to capture and manipulate audio. 

 Use music technology creatively in sound production in a range of contexts such as 
recording music for film, creating sound effects for TV, Radio and Computer Games, creating 
remixes and mashups to develop DJ skills, applying practical recording skills that can be used 
in professional studio and workplace environments within the media industry.   

 Develop skills in musical analysis in the context of a range of 20th and 21st century musical 
styles and genres such as rock, blues, hip hop, dance, R&B, electronic etc. 

 Develop a broad understanding of the music industry, including a basic awareness of 
implications of intellectual property rights and royalty collection. 

 Critically reflect on their own work and that of others.  
 

The courses provide opportunities for vertical and lateral progression to National Courses and 
to other SQA qualifications in music technology, music and related fields. The courses will also 
equip learners for a career in a broad range of creative industries such as music production, 
recording engineers and mixers, audio manipulation experts, live sound engineers, foley artists 
and lots more. The skills learned on these courses are directly applicable to a workplace 
environment.  
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PUPIL SUPPORT  
JOHN MUIR AWARD 

Faculty Contact: Mrs P McIntosh, PT Pupil Support 
 

 
Please note content of our courses may subject to change under current circumstances 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Levels Available (Entry based on prior attainment) 
Open to anyone who is enthusiastic about conservation and the environment. 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Purpose: to learn about nature by discovering and exploring woods, 
beaches and other local wild places. You will engage in sensory games, 
participate in conservation activities and learn about John Muir’s life and 
legacy. You will learn a range of practical skills: planting trees, maintaining 
paths, clearing invasive species, picking litter, creating habitats, woodland 
management. You will also develop a range of employability skills: working 
in a team and independently, showing initiative, problem solving, planning 
and organising. Throughout the programme you will work on a research 
project which you will present to the rest of the class 

            Aims: to foster an interest in protecting and conserving our environment. 
            Benefits: many studies have shown that engaging with nature is essential       

for physical and mental wellbeing.             
        “Going to the woods is going home” as John Muir said. 

 
 
 

 
 

 Progression Routes 
JMA Conserver level (Advanced) 

 

Course/Subjects Name 
John Muir Award – Explorer (intermediate) level 
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PUPIL SUPPORT 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION - CORE 

Faculty Contact: Mrs P McIntosh, PT Pupil Support 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Levels Available (Entry based on prior attainment) 
Students will experience one period of Personal and Social Education each 
week. 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
PSE in S4/5/6 is designed to prepare students to make a successful 
transition post school and will focus on skills for learning, life and work. 
Workshops will include Managing Money; Tomorrow’s Driver; Coping 
with Stress/Understanding Mental Health. All students will use the Skills 
Scotland website” My World of Work” to identify strengths; understand 
what is meant by employability skills; explore different careers; create a 
CV; develop interview techniques. Where appropriate the students’ 
experiences will allow for personalisation and choice i.e. classes will be 
tailored to suit individual career pathways – employment; further 
education; higher education.  
 
In S4 students will undertake a work experience placement. 
Please note content of our courses may subject to change under current 
circumstances 
 
In S5 students will follow the core PSE programme for half of the session 
and will choose one course from Independent Living Skills, Health & 
Wellbeing or Employability Skills for the second half. 
 
During S6 support is given to the preparation of Personal Statements for 
UCAS applications and completing college and job applications. 
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VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES COURSE PROSPECTUS 

2021-2022 
  

  

  

  

INFORMATION REGARDING THE VOCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ON OFFER FOR SCHOOL AGE 

PUPILS IN 2021 - 2022.  

  

  

CONTENTS:  
1. Universal Offers  

2. East Lothian Council’s Foundation Apprenticeships  

3. Edinburgh College’s Foundation Apprenticeships  

4. School to College Partnership Programme  

5. East Lothian Works’ Senior Phase Programme  
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INTRODUCTION  
This is East Lothian Works’ 2021-2022 Course Prospectus. Its contents will guide you through the many 

offers that are available to East Lothian secondary school pupils over the academic year.  

East Lothian Works provide multiple courses to students out with the traditional school curriculum in order 

to assist pupils in improving their confidence, their transferable skills, and their employability. With a wide 

range of courses to choose from, there is something to suit many different interests and goals.  

Each course has all the details you will need to determine whether it is the course for you, including entry 

requirements, course duration, and course location.  

A student wishing to apply for any of the courses within this booklet should speak to their Guidance 

Teacher, who may advise you to complete the relevant application form.   

Please Note: All courses will only run if they have viable uptake from pupils across the authority. East 

Lothian Works will organise the most cost effective transportation. This may mean that some pupils are 

required to use public transport. Due to traffic and location of courses, some students may finish later than 

the normal school day, and therefore must consider this before applying to courses in this booklet. It is 

advised that pupils avoid out of school activities in the evenings in which these courses take place due to 

unforeseen delays.   
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UNIVERSAL OFFERS  
Universal Offers exist for every pupil. While some offers may have recommended year groups, these 

opportunities are available to every student, should they wish to take up the offer. The aim is to provide 

young people with support on their pathway to success, whether that be through guidance from a trusted 

adult, support in working towards the next step after secondary school, or CV-building opportunities.  

  

 

Mentoring 
 

Mentoring helps a young person achieve their personal best and accomplish the results they desire. This 

opportunity benefits all young people at every level of ability, from the most driven and academic to those 

who need more direction.  
Mentors are individuals who work in the local area, or work for businesses who contribute to the local area. 

They provide a wide range of support and guidance for the Mentees, such as emotional support, advice on 

applying for jobs or college/university, and advice on improving confidence and determination.  

Mentors and Mentees meet roughly once a month for about an hour at the young person’s school. All 

students from S2 to S6 are eligible for this programme.  

You can learn more about the Mentoring Programme from East Lothian Works’ blog. The post covers the 

experiences of the Mentors themselves, showing why they decided to take part in the programme, and what 

they got out of it: https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/2019/09/an-interview-with-east-lothian-works-mentors/  

Entry Requirements: Students should be in S2-S6  

Location: The student’s school  

Dates and Times: Roughly once a month for an hour  

  

*Mentoring will be subject to COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time of application, and/or when 

required, therefore will only be progressed if restrictions allow.  
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College Transition Support  
  

  

College Transition Support is offered to young people before, during, and after their transition from 

secondary school to college. This support is tailored to suit each young person’s needs and is varied 

depending on their requirements. Support can include:  

- Help with college applications  

- Visits to college to ensure the young person is confident with the transition  

- Support with college interviews  

- Ongoing support once the student has started their college course  

Any young person is eligible for this support, as long as there is a genuine interest in going to college after 

they have finished secondary school.  

Entry Requirements: Students must have an interest in attending college  

Location: Edinburgh College  

Dates and Times: Dates and times will be discussed once the student is enrolled on the programme  

  

Work Placements  
  

  

Work placements can be provided to pupils, allowing them to enhance their employability skills across many 

industries. Work experience gives young people a competitive edge over others when applying for jobs, as 

experience in the industry is highly sought after by employers.  

Experiences are offered with employers across a range of sectors where pupils can embark on work-based 

learning relevant to a field they may wish to continue onto post-school.  

These exciting placements range from one afternoon a week to 4.5 days per week, and are offered 

throughout the academic year. They will be organised to suit each individual pupil.  

Entry Requirements: N/A  

Location: East Lothian  

Dates and Times: Any date and time that suits the young person’s timetable as well as the needs of the 

business.  

  

*Work placements will be subject to COVID-19 restrictions in place at the time of application, and/or when 

required, therefore will only be progressed if restrictions allow.  
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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL’S FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIPS  

 

Foundation Apprenticeships are 2 year programmes available to S4 and S5 pupils *subject to entry 

requirements. The programmes combine a classroom and workplace approach to learning, where pupils 

work closely and build relationships with leading employers from thriving industries.  

Foundation Apprenticeships enable pupils to gain valuable work experience alongside achieving an SCQF 

Level 6 qualification (equivalent to a Higher) while still at school. Foundation Apprenticeships open the door 

to paid employment, Modern and Graduate Apprenticeships, and Further and Higher education.  

If you’d like to find out more, check out the links below or follow us on twitter @EL_Works : 

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/ 

https://www.edubuzz.org/eastlothianworks/  

  

COVID-19 Response  

Skills Development Scotland, SQA, East Lothian Works and our partner tutors have worked with industry on 

adaptations and enhancements to support foundation apprentice learners through the ongoing challenges 

and will continue to do so in the future. All of our foundation apprenticeships have been able to successful 

move online for this academic year, therefore pupils applying for a foundation apprenticeship should be 

prepared to take part in online learning and virtual placements if COVID restrictions do continue.   

 Accountancy    
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Accountancy 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Accountancy aids young people in gaining hands-on experience in a fast-

paced, dynamic industry. Students will be provided with the opportunity to gain a holistic overview of the 

Accountancy sector, including areas such as:  

- Preparing management accounting information  - Indirect Tax  

- Recording data in ledger        - Bookkeeping  

- Analysing account information  

Students will develop skills and knowledge across a range of topics alongside a work placement, allowing 

them to gain a competitive advantage over others when it comes to entering the world of work in 

Accounting. Pupils will also take part in professional Accountancy exams with a worldwide recognised 

professional body of Accounting.  

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the professional exams 

and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. Students should be prepared to 

take part in a work placement during the February or October holiday on top of their Tuesday and Thursday 

classes. Please note that this may be virtual or an in person experience and may or may not last for the 

entire week. East Lothian Works tries to minimise the level of work experience required to take place during 

school holidays. Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range of internal 

assessments relevant to the course subject as well as their professional exams in year 2. As the course 

follows a two year programme, there is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, 

students must be committed to completing the course in its entirety.  

  

For further information about this framework please visit:  

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/accounting/individual-

accountancy/   

  

SQA Course Code: GN7T 46  

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 in a Business related 

subject, a pass in Higher Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each pupil will be required to attend an 

interview.  

Location: North Berwick High School / Community facility / Employer work place Dates and Times: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive of travel time). Please note that 

this course takes 2 years to complete.  

 Business Skills    
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Business Skills 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Business Skills provides the opportunity to learn about, and understand, 

management and business priorities across the industry. This includes:  

- Working with IT software  

- Managing people and finance  

- Contemporary business issues  

This apprenticeship also aids young people in being able to plan, manage, and improve their own 

performance in the business sector. Pupils will gain the necessary skills and experiences to address the skill 

gaps within the business industry. Students will have developed a highly transferable set of knowledge, 

skills, and behaviours that can be applied to a variety of sectors, including the public, private, and 

charitable sector.  

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills based learning 

and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme. Students should be prepared to 

take part in a work placement during the February or October holiday on top of their Tuesday and Thursday 

classes. Please note that this may be virtual or an in person experience and may or may not last for the 

entire week. East Lothian Works tries to minimise the level of work experience required to take place during 

school holidays. Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range of internal 

assessments relevant to the course subject. As the course follows a two year programme, there is no partial 

award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, students must be committed to completing the course 

in its entirety.  

  

For further information about this framework please visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/business-skills/individual-business-skills/   

  

SQA Course Code: GL8J 46  

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve National 5 in a Business related 

subject, a pass in National 5 Maths, and a Higher in one other subject. Each pupil will be required to attend 

an interview.  

Location: Musselburgh Grammar School / Community facility / Employer work place Dates and Times: 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please 

note that this course takes 2 years to complete.  

 Scientific Technologies    
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Scientific Technologies 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Scientific Technologies aids students in gaining an in-depth understanding 

of the essential science theories, and learn about the mathematics and fundamental concepts of science. 

Students also have the opportunity to carry out scientific and technical tests using manual equipment within 

a laboratory.   

Students will study fundamental chemistry concepts whilst gaining confidence in a wide range of chemical 

and biological experimental techniques. There are several research facilities offering their labs and research 

scientists; Charles River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural College, Edinburgh University, Royal Dick Vet 

School, Scottish Centre for Regenerative Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute plus others. Whilst 

students attend their allocated research facility, they will record and gather evidence of their lab work and 

complete a variety of experiment based work in order to pass three skills-based SVQ units.    

Most of the theory based learning will take place in year 1 of the qualification and the skills based learning 

and employer work placement will take place in year 2 of the programme however we aim to have a 

combination across the two years. Throughout the two year course students are expected to pass a range 

of internal assessments relevant to the course subject. As the course follows a two year programme, there 

is no partial award or credit at the end of year 1. For this reason, students must be committed to completing 

the course in its entirety.  

  

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a short video 

explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY  

For further information please visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-

apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/  

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit:  

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU   

  

SQA Course Code: GN14 46  

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve a National 5 Science subject, and a 

pass in National 5 Maths. Each pupil will be required to attend an interview.  

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not inclusive of travel 

time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete.  

Sci  
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Scientific Technologies Direct Entry 

(S6 pupils only) 
 

Pupils will gain an in-depth understanding of essential science theories over a one year, intensive 

programme, and learn about the fundamental concepts of science. Pupils will have plenty of opportunities 

to carry out scientific and technical tests using manual equipment within a functioning laboratory in their 

work placement. There are several research facilities offering their labs and research scientists; Charles 

River Laboratories, The Scottish Rural College, Edinburgh University, Royal Dick Vet School, Scottish Centre 

for Regenerative Medicine, Pure Malt, and the Roslin Institute plus others.   

Throughout the course you will be expected to pass a range of internal assessments such as UASP test, lab 

report submissions, and skills-based assessments. Students will also complete an intensive week long 

training sessions with an employer upon course commencement in June. On completion of this course pupils 

will have greatly improved their chances of gaining entry into a variety of undergraduate Science courses 

both in Further and Higher education. Pupils will also be in a position to apply for entry level positions in the 

Science industry via Modern or Graduate Apprenticeship programmes, as well as going directly into 

employment within this sector.  

  

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a short video 

explaining the benefits of the Scientific Technologies framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WEswoR7zrYY  

For further information please visit: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browseframeworks/foundation-

apprenticeships/scientific-technologies/individual-scientifictechnologies/  

To hear about our student Annabel’s experience on the programme please visit:  

https://youtu.be/_KdwA-YW9oU   

  

SQA Course Code: GN14 46  

Entry Requirements: S6 students only, pupils must have passed Higher Chemistry and Higher Maths. Each 

pupil will be required to attend an interview.  

Location: Dunbar Grammar School / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 1 year to complete and is only available to S6 pupils.  
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Social Services Children and Young People 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services Children and Young People gives students the 

opportunity to learn about the skills and knowledge required for a career in the Childcare and Social 

Services sector. This is achieved through learning about the safeguarding of children, how to develop, 

interact, and play with young people, as well as being able to provide the correct support for those who 

need it most. During the work placement, pupils will experience different roles in this sector and work with 

experienced employers to gain invaluable insight into what a career in this field would be like. Settings 

include: Local authority nurseries, private nurseries, primary schools (P1-3), childminding facilities, 

additional support need HUBs and local youth groups.  

The course includes a mix of classroom-based learning as well as work placements. Year 1 will focus on a 

combination of traditional teaching as well as work experience opportunities. Year 2 will require more time 

spent completing work placement, with elements of classroom based learning. Students need to be 

prepared to take part in a combination of virtual and face-to-face teaching in the current climate. 

Throughout the two years you will be expected to pass a range of internal assessments relevant to the 

course subject, but there are no external exams. As this is a two year programme, there is no partial award 

or credit at the end of year 1; there must be commitment to completing the course in its entirety.  

  

If you’d like to find out more, Media Education worked with East Lothian Works to create a short video 

explaining the benefits of the Social Services Children and Young People framework: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDLswLRtscQ&t=7s  

You can find out more about this framework here:  

https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/socialservices-

children-and-young-people/individual-social-services-children-and-young-people/   

  

SQA Course Code: GL7A 46  

Entry Requirements: Students who have achieved/on track to achieve National 5 English with progression 

onto Higher English or those who have achieved a Level 5 childcare related course. Each pupil will be 

required to attend an interview.  

Location: Community facility / Employer work place  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, approximately 1.30pm-4/4.30pm (this is not inclusive of travel 

time). Please note this course takes 2 years to complete.  
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EDINBURGH COLLEGE’S FOUNDATION APPRENTICESHIPS  
  

Edinburgh College also provide a range of Foundation Apprenticeship opportunities for students in S5. 

Students enrolled on a Foundation Apprenticeship with Edinburgh College will be required to conduct the 

classroom-based aspects of the programme at the stated college campus. Transport to and from the 

required location will be arranged for each pupil.  

COVID-19 Response  

Skills Development Scotland, SQA and Edinburgh College have worked with industry on adaptations and 

enhancements to support foundation apprentice learners through the ongoing challenges and will continue 

to do so in the future. All foundation apprenticeships have been able to successful move online for this 

academic year, therefore pupils applying for a foundation apprenticeship should be prepared to take part 

in online learning and virtual placements if COVID restrictions do continue.    

Bu  

Business Skills Direct Entry 

 (S6 pupils only) 
 

This Foundation Apprenticeship gives students the opportunity to experience the Business Administration 

sector whilst learning about the following topics:  

- Working with IT software  

- Managing people and finance  

- Contemporary business issues  

  

This apprenticeship also aids young people in being able to plan, manage, and improve their own 

performance in the business sector.  

  

SQA Course Code: GL8J 46  

Entry Requirements: Pupils must have achieved or be working towards National 5 Maths and National 5 

English.  

Location: Sighthill Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (not inclusive of travel time). Please not this 

course takes 1 year to complete and is only available for S6 pupils.   Civil Engineering    
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Civil Engineering 
 

This Foundation Apprenticeship gives students the opportunity to experience the world of Civil 

Engineering. Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics:  

- Computer aided drafting  

- Mathematics  

- Site surveying  

- Health and safety  

- Site work and technology  

- Project management  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Built- 

Environment/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Civil%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29 /EN1FACEE19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/civilengineering/individual-civil-engineering/  

This course also includes student registration with the Institute of Civil Engineers (ICE).  

SQA Course Code: GL51 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved National 5 Maths &  

Physics (grade A-C). Studying towards Higher Maths in either S5 or S6  

Location: Granton Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (not inclusive of travel time). Please note this 

course takes 2 years to complete.  
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Creative and Digital Media 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital Media gives students a unique insight into what a 

career in the broadcasting industry might be like. They will be involved in live TV production, video editing, 

and a variety of important broadcasting roles. They will learn how to develop skills vital to the industry and 

be instructed in the use of camera, sound, and lighting equipment.  

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics:  

- Camera operations  

- Scriptwriting  

- Lighting  

- Post-production  

- Sound editing  

Please note that the modules for Creative and Digital Media, and Creative and Digital Media (With Graphic 

Design) are the same. This course focuses on broadcast media (film and TV), while the Graphic Design 

course focuses on visual communication.   

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and- 

Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Medi 

a%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-

apprentice/foundationapprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/  

SQA Course Code: GM69 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have achieved/be working towards  

National 5 Maths and National 5 English  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete  

  

  

  

  

  

 Creative and Digital Media (With Graphic Design)    
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Creative and Digital Media  

(With Graphic Design) 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Creative and Digital Media gives students a unique insight into what a 

career in the broadcasting industry might be like. They will be involved in live TV production, video editing, 

and a variety of important broadcasting roles. They will learn how to develop skills vital to the industry and 

be instructed in the use of camera, sound, and lighting equipment.  

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics:  

- Camera operations  

- Scriptwriting  

- Lighting  

- Post-production  

- Sound editing  

Please note that the modules for Creative and Digital Media (With Graphic Design), and Creative and 

Digital Media are the same. This course focuses on visual communication, while the Creative and Digital 

Media course focuses on broadcast media (film and TV).  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-and- 

Photography/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Creative%20and%20Digital%20Medi 

a%20%28SCP%29/CR1FADMY19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-

apprentice/foundationapprenticeships/creative-and-digital-media/  

SQA Course Code: GM69 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have/be working towards National 5 Maths and 

English   

Location: Granton Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete.  

  

  

  

  

 Engineering    
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Engineering 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Engineering aims to provide pupils with the opportunity to develop 

their skills and knowledge to enter a career in Engineering and the Advanced Manufacturing Sector and 

other Engineering-related industries.  

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics:  

- Materials  

- Statics  

- Thermofluids  

- Graphical Communication Engineering  

- Information Technology  

- Pneumatics and Hydraulics  

- Mechanical and Electrical Principles  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%2 

0in%20Engineering%20%28SCP%29/EN1FENGE19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-

apprentice/foundationapprenticeships/engineering/  

SQA Course Code: GL7C 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have an A-C grade in National 5 Maths and Physics, 

and must be progressing onto Higher Maths in S5  

Location: Midlothian Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 1.30pm-4.30pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). 

Please note this course takes 2 years to complete.  
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Financial Services 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Financial Services helps pupils discover what a career in finance would 

be like, and whether it’s right for them, while they’re still at school. Pupils will try different job roles, 

shadow experienced staff, or do a special project. They will build the practical skills and experience 

required to do jobs in this sector well.  

Course content includes:  

- Financial Services: An Introduction  

- Financial Services: The Regulatory Framework  

- Financial Services: Communication  

- Financial Services: Promoting Positive Customer Relationships  

- Financial Services: Personal Finance Awareness  

  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundationapprenticeships/financial-services/employer-financial-services/  

SQA Course Code: GL53 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students must have achieved or be working towards  

National 5 Maths and English   

Location: Sighthill Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete.  
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Food and Drink Technologies 
 

Students have the opportunity to learn about the following topics:  

- Fundamentals of food science  

- Food production  

- Sustainability  

- Commercial and social drivers  

Education in these topics allows young people to gain an in-depth understanding of Food and Drink 

Technologies, and can allow them to advance into further education within this field.  

You can find more information on the Edinburgh College website:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Professional-Cookery%2c-Hospitality%2cRetail-and  

Events/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20in%20Food%20and%20Drink%20Technologies%2 

0%28SCP%29/TH1FAFDY19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-

apprentice/foundationapprenticeships/food-and-drink-technologies/  

SQA Course Code: GN26 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved, or should be working towards 

National 5 Maths and English  

Location: Milton Road Campus and Midlothian Campus (Dual campus delivery)  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete.  
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 Information Technology: Software Development    
 

Information Technology:  

Software Development 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Information Technology: Software Development gives students the 

chance to understand what a career in ICT and Digital Technologies would be like. A few of the areas this 

course covers are:  

- Computing Applications: Development  

- Computing: Authoring a website  

- Software design and development  

- Health and safety in IT  

- Data modelling  

  

Foundation Apprenticeship students will try software development roles, shadow experienced developers, 

or do a special project. This experience will help young people build the practical skills and experiences 

required of someone in this industry.  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Computing/Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20 

in%20Information%20Technology- 

%20Software%20Development%20%28SCP%29/CR1ITSDY19  

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/become-an-

apprentice/foundation-apprenticeships/itsoftware-development/  

SQA Course Code: GL54 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have a National 5 in English, Maths, and a Science or 

Computing related subject. As a minimum pupils should be working towards Higher Computing over S5 

and S6 and one other Higher of their choice.  

Location: Sighthill Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete.  
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Social Services and Healthcare 
 

The Foundation Apprenticeship in Social Services and Healthcare will help you discover what a career in 

the Social Services and Healthcare sector would be like, and if it’s right for you, while you’re still at school.   

Students will gain a complete overview and learn about: social services, safeguarding people, 

communication in care, human development, addiction, disabilities, and social influences, amongst others. 

They will also learn the transferable skills to be able to correctly support those who need it most within 

this sector.  

You can find out more information on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/schools/are-you-a-teacher/foundation-apprenticeships   

You can find out more about this framework here: https://www.apprenticeships.scot/browse-

frameworks/foundation-apprenticeships/socialservices-and-healthcare/individual-social-services-and-

healthcare/   

SQA Course Code: GL52 46  

Entry Requirements: S5 pupils only. Students should have achieved four National 4 qualifications including 

English. Also studying National 5 English in S5.  

Location: Sighthill Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this course takes 2 years to complete.   
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SCHOOL TO COLLEGE PARTNERSHIPS  
 

The School to College Partnership programme gives pupils the opportunity to participate in a wide range 

of exciting, college based, vocational courses during their Senior Phase (S4-S6).  

Doing a college course while still at school provides young people with additional skills and experiences that 

can boost their employment prospects and enhance their CV for college/university/employment 

applications.  

Some of the courses include work placements which will compliment students’ studies, offering more post-

school choices, which can set students on a pathway to a rewarding career. Some courses will help pupils 

gain fast track entry into second year of university or college.  

Please note that for programmes delivered at Edinburgh College Campuses the course may commence two 

weeks after school commences in August. In January the course may commence at a slightly later date which 

will be confirmed nearer the time.  

  

CONTENTS:  
1. Construction and Engineering  

2. Creative Industries  

3. Digital  

4. Health and Social Care  

5. Tourism and Business  

6. Other  
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CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING  
 

  

Access to FA in Engineering (In Development) SCQF Level 5) 

This course will provide students with the essential skills required for entry into the Engineering 

Foundation Apprenticeship in S5.  

Pupils will develop the skills and knowledge required for mechanical and electrical engineering principles 

and will experience practical work on a range of engineering systems, including:  

- Fitting  

- Using hand skills  

- Fabrication engineering  

- Manufacturing product design  

- Electrical and electronic engineering  

Learners will gain an insight into other engineering disciplines and will be supported with SI units and 

elements of engineering.  

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the link below:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme  

  

Entry Requirements: S4 pupils. Students working towards National 4 Maths, and National 4 in a Science-

related topic  

Location: Midlothian Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

*Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met by school - £20 per pupil  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   

  

  

  

  

 Design Engineer Construct (DEC) TQUK Level 1 Certificate    
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Design Engineer Construct (DEC) TQUK Level 1 Certificate 

 

This course is supported by industry leaders and professional bodies, and has been developed to create 

and inspire the next generation of Built Environment professionals. Through a project-based approach, 

this course applies academia to the latest construction industry practices. Course content includes:  

- Defining a sustainable construction project  

- Roles in construction project teams  

- Producing a technical design and sharing information  

- Planning permission, costing, and presenting a sustainable building project  

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through  

the link below: http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme  

TQUK Course Code: 603/1991/4  

Entry Requirements: S4 pupils. Two National 4s in either English, Maths, Science, or Graphic 

Communications  

Location: In school delivery / Online  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm  

COVID response: N/A in school delivery  

  

 

Skill for Work Engineering Skills (National 5) 

ill for Work Engineering Skills (National 5)    
The Engineering Skills course gives students the skills base required for engineering manufacture systems 

and processes. Students will develop the skills and knowledge required for basic engineering processes and 

maintenance, working on a range of engineering systems including fitting and manufacturing. This course 

allows young people to gain an insight into other engineering occupations, such as mechanical, fabrication, 

automotive, and electrical engineering. *Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met 

by school - £20 per pupil.   

 

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/Engineering%20Skills%20National 

%205%20(SCP)/EN1SFW5F19  

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Students must be working towards/achieved National 4/5 

Maths  

Location: Midlothian Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   
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Engineering Academy (HNC – SCQF Level 7) 

 (HNC –SCQF Level 7)    
This course allows you to work towards an HNC in Engineering Systems with Renewables whilst still at 

school.  

The Academy is a joint project with Edinburgh College and Edinburgh Napier University and provides an 

opportunity to build knowledge and practical skill alongside academic study. This along with two years of 

college to complete an HNC will provide direct access into the BEng Energy and Environmental Engineering 

course at Napier University.  

You will study the following topics:  

- Communications        

- Mathematics           

- Materials Selection          

- Principles of Engineering Systems      

- Engineering Communications       

- Dynamics  

- Measurement and Monitoring Systems  

- Pneumatics and Hydraulics  

- Safety Engineering Graded unit 1  

- Renewable Energy Systems  

- Applications of PLCs  

  

Entry Requirements: Applicants should be working towards a minimum of 3 Highers (one of which will be 

science based and the remainder will include Maths and English). Highers must be achieved by the end of 

6th year.  

Location: Midlothian Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). Please note 

this courses takes 2 years to complete.  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   
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IMI Introduction to Motor Vehicle Industry and Technologies (SCQF Level 4)  

  

This course allows students to learn about the following topics:  

- Workshop health and safety  

- Car body panel fitting  

- Car service and safety inspections  

- Brake pads and disk fitting  

- Car washing and valeting  

- Making a hand tool  

There is also a focus on Personal and Social Development units, such as vehicle manufacture and 

environmental awareness.  

On successful completion of this course students can apply for IMI Level 1 Certificate in Transport 

Maintenance (Light Vehicle or Heavy Vehicle).   

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website:  

http://www.ed- 

coll.ac.uk/courses/Engineering/IMI%20Introduction%20to%20Motor%20Vehicle%20Industr 

y%20and%20Technologies%20(SCP)/EN1MVITY19  

IMI Course Code: R568 04  

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Students must have an interest in the industry and must take 

part in the required selection process.  

Location: Midlothian Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

*Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) required. Cost must be met by school - £20 per pupil  

COVID response: Face to face delivery only. In the event of ongoing COVID restrictions this course will not 

run  
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CREATIVE INDUSTRIES  
  

Photography (Higher)  
  

Higher Photography shows both the technical and creative sides of photography. The course covers basic 

camera controls and uses research skills and Digital Imaging. These skills are then combined into the 

thematic course project; the student selects a theme and produces a body of work expressing their 

interpretation of this chosen theme.  

Course content includes:  

- Photography  

- Research skills  

- Digital imaging  

- Portfolio production  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Broadcast-Media-

andPhotography/Photography%20Higher%20(SCP)/CR1HPSCY19  

  

Entry Requirements:  S5 and S6 pupils. Students must have National 5 Photography or three  

National 5 qualifications  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

COVID response: Partial campus delivery is mandatory in the event of continuing COVID restrictions.  

Access to a camera enabled, digital device, internet connection and a headset and microphone are 

essential requirements for all SCP pupils  

Acting Performance and Professional Theatre Preparation (NPA Level 6)  

This course gives young people the opportunity to make an informed choice for future options after school 

regarding the Performing Arts. The award is designed to meet the needs of learners who wish to develop a 

foundation for progression onto further study, and to provide skills and knowledge appropriate to the 

theatre industry.  

Course content includes:  

- Preparation for Audition  

- Drama: Acting Skills  

- Professional Theatre in Context  

- Drama: Theatre Skills in Performance  

- NPA in Professional Theatre Preparation  
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You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Performing- 

Arts/Acting%20Performance%20and%20Professional%20Theatre%20Preparation%20NPA% 

20(SCP)/CR1APTPY19  

  

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Students should be studying towards Higher English and you will 

have achieved a pass (grade C or above) in National 5 English. Applicants will be required to participate in 

a selection process for a place on this course  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

  

Music Business with Sound Production (NPA Level 6) 

sic Business with Sound Production (NPA Level 6)    

This course will provide students with an introduction to working in the areas of music business and sound 

production. Due to the closely linked nature of these subjects, the course provides an excellent 

opportunity to gain a grounding in this area by taking part in projects, such as the creation and marketing 

of musical products.  

Students will learn both the creation and marketing of musical products. Students will learn both creative 

and technical processes in sound production including:  

- Composition  

- MIDI sequencing  

- Editing, arranging, and mixing  

Students will also learn about a range of job roles and organisations in the music industry, methods for 

promotion and distribution, and branding and marketing.   

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the link below:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCP-Programme  

  

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Applicants should be studying at Higher level and have good writing 

skills.  A short written task will be required in support of application.  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   
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DIGITAL  
 

Computer Games with IT Software – FA Pathway (NPA Level 5) 

Computer Games with IT Software– FA Pathway (NPA Level 5)    
  

This course provides a pathway to the Foundation Apprenticeship in IT Software and will provide a range 

of vocational skills and life skills, such as computer programming and problem solving.  

This qualification will also improve learners’ computational thinking skills; a skill that is increasingly more 

important.   

Course content includes:  

- Computer Games: Design  

- Computer Games: Development  

- Computer Games: Media Assets  

- Computer Games: Portfolio  

- Computer Programming  

- Gameplay  

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the link below: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCPProgramme  

  

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Pupils should be studying towards National 5  

Maths, English and Computing or a Science related subject  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Friday 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.  
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE  
  

 Criminology (PDA Level 8) 

Criminology (PDA Level 8)    

This course introduces students to a selection of topics and areas of debates that inform contemporary 

justice. Students will examine how crime, criminal justice, and the penal system.  

 

Course content includes:  

- Theories of crime causation and criminalisation  

- Aspects of the criminal justice system in Scotland  

- Data handling, critical analysis, and complex thinking  

- Problem solving and research skills  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website:  

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Enterprise-and- 

Commerce/Criminology%20PDA%20Level%208/TH1PDA1A19  

  

Entry Requirements: S6 pupils only. Entry is at the discretion of the college. However, it would be 

beneficial if learners had achieved at least one of the following: relevant qualifications at SCQF level 6, NC 

Social Sciences, Legal Services or Police Studies or employment experience for a specific subject(s). Pupil 

experience, life skills and potential ability will also be taken into account.  

Location: Open learning – Self-directed study  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   
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Health and Social Care Academy (SCQF Level 5) 

 Health and Social Care Academy (SCQF Level 5)    

Students wishing to learn about health and social care or want to start their journey to becoming a health 

professional while learning in a college environment should consider this course. Course content includes:  

- Care National 5  

- Values and Principals  

- Human Development and Behaviour  

- Social Influences  

- Preparation for Work in Health and Social Care  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Health-Professions-and-Social- 

Services/Health%20and%20Social%20Care%20-%20National%205%20(SCP)/HW1HSCAF19  

Entry Requirements: S5 and S6 pupils. Students should have achieved four National 4’s (including 

English) and a genuine interest in working in/studying health and social care.   

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   

 Psychology (Higher) 

 

Studying Psychology will enable students to develop an understanding of the study of the human mind and 

behaviour in a range of contexts, and will enhance their ability to use evidence to explain behaviour. As 

Psychology is both an evidence and research-based subject, it provides young people with the opportunity 

to conduct their own research.  

The course covers three main areas:  

- Research in Psychology  

- Individual Behaviour  

- Social Behaviour  

You can find out more about this course on the Edinburgh College website: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/courses/Social-Sciences-incorporating- 

ICS/Psychology%20Higher%20(SCP)/HW1SCPPE19  

Entry Requirements: S6 pupils only. Applicants need to have gained Higher English and another relevant 

subject at Higher level e.g. History, Modern Studies, Biology. This is an extremely demanding, academic 

course and applicants need to ensure they are able to give the time and commitment required. Pupils 

need to be able to work independently and juggle the demands of their school and college workload.    

Location: Open learning – Self-directed study  
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Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.   

  

   

TOURISM AND BUSINESS  
  

Retailing Skills for Work (National 5)  
  

  

This course provides an introductory qualification in retail that reflects the skills identified as being 

important by employers. This course provides opportunities for students to develop general and practical 

skills as well as knowledge and understanding of the key aspects of retail.  

Course content includes:  

- Working in retail  

- Storing and replenishing stock  

- Satisfying customer needs  

- Planning and implementing a retail event  

There is not currently a webpage for this course. More information can be sought through the link below: 

http://www.edinburghcollege.ac.uk/Schools/Are-You-Still-At-School/SCPProgramme  

  

Entry Requirements: All Senior phase pupils. Pupils should have or be studying four National 4s in relevant 

subjects  

Location: Milton Road Campus  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time)  

COVID response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, 

internet connection and a headset and microphone is required for all SCP pupils.  
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OTHER  
  

Introduction to College 

 Introduction to College    
This course is for any pupil thinking about coming to college and who has an additional support need or 

barrier to learning. Students typically come from mainstream schools where they would be receiving some 

form of support, or from a special school or provision.  

 

There are two levels of course running:  

- SCQF Level 1-2 and is available at Milton Road (Tuesday and Thursday mornings)  

- SCQF Level 3-4 available at Milton Road or Midlothian (Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons)  

The course runs for 18 weeks and covers a range of practical and classroom-based subjects to give everyone 

a comprehensive experience of the college environment and a taste of student life. Students will work as 

part of a group, learning new ways of engaging with other people and ensuring a smooth transition from 

school to college.  

Entry Requirements: No formal requirements  

Location: Milton Road or Midlothian Campus  

COVID response: Campus attendance only  
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EAST LOTHIAN WORKS’ SENIOR PHASE  
  

Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 4)  
  

This course will give students the foundation for study in this area, and will allow pupils to progress onto 

further study to become a Childhood Practitioner or Support Worker. This course is delivered by an 

Edinburgh College tutor. Course content includes:  

- Child Development         - Exploring and Improving Wellbeing  

- Play in Early Learning and Childcare     - Problem Solving  

- Communication          - Contemporary Families  

- Maintenance of a Safe Environment for Children  

  

Entry Requirements: S3 pupils with the ability to achieve/work towards National 4 qualifications and who 

are interested in childcare.  

Location: Community base within East Lothian  

Dates and Times: Thursday evenings, 4.15pm-6.15pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) COVID response: 

In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, internet connection 

and a headset and microphone is required for all pupils.  

   

  

Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 5)  

Early Learning and Childcare (SCQF Level 5)    

This course has been designed to provide a foundation for students who have a genuine interest in childcare. 

It also provides a valuable grounding in knowledge and skills for anyone considering a career in related 

professions. E.g. Social work, Early Year’s Practitioner, Primary School Teacher. This course is delivered by 

an Edinburgh College tutor. This course also provides a progression pathway onto the Foundation 

Apprenticeship in Social Services Children and Young People. Course content includes:  

- Child Development and Health  

- Play in Early Learning and Childcare  

- Care and Feeding of Children  

- Working in Early Education and Childcare  

- Early years setting work placement  

  

Entry Requirements: Senior phase pupils working at with an ability to achieve/work towards National 5 

qualifications and who are interested in childcare.  

Location: Community base within East Lothian   
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Dates and Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) COVID response: 

In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, access to a camera enabled digital device, internet connection 

and a headset and microphone is required for all pupils.  

  

  

   

Rural Skills (SCQF Level 4) 

 

The Rural Skills National 4 is a credible starting place for candidates pursuing a future in one of the major 

land-based industries. Candidates will gain a knowledge of how a rural business enterprise operates, and 

an insight into one of eight particular areas of rural skills: agriculture, animal care, equine studies, estate 

skills, fishery management, forestry, game keeping, and horticulture. Topics covered include:  

• Employability skills for land based industries   

• Crop production   

• Estate management  

• Land based industries  

• Soft landscaping unit intro  

Entry Requirements: TBC  

Location: Variety of venues within East Lothian   

Dates and Times: Tuesday and Thursday, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time) COVID response: 

In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, this course will not take place therefore any pupil choosing to 

apply should ensure they have a plan B qualification to undertake in this circumstance.   

  

   

  

Construction Skills (Level 4/5)  

Construction Skills (Level 4/5)    

 Construction Skills gives young people the opportunity to try out trade disciplines while focusing on 

employability skills gained by working with construction companies and visiting building sites. Students will 

learn about half brick wailing, decorative painting, employability skills, site carpentry, bench joinery and 

plumbing. This course gives students the opportunity to learn more about this industry while gaining 

hands-on experience beneficial for the world of work.  

Entry Requirements: TBC  

Location: The Ridge Dunbar  

Dates and Times: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1.30pm-4pm (this is not inclusive of travel time). COVID 

Response: In the event of continuing COVID restrictions, this course will not take place therefore any pupil 

choosing to apply should ensure they have a plan B qualification to undertake in this circumstance.  

 

If you have any further questions about the opportunities on offer, please contact elworks@eastlothian.gov.uk 


