
DUNBAR GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
Dunbar Grammar is a caring community where you can RISE to be your best 
RESPECT INCLUSION SUPPORT EFFORT 

 
Dunbar Grammar 

Phased Return Newsletter 
Friday 19th March 2021  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear DGS Community, 
 
This week has felt very different! The sun has shone and our school has come back to life.  It 
has filled my heart with joy to be reunited with our students and to hear their happy chatter 
throughout the school.  Through the face coverings, the smiles are evident.  The way we are 
interacting and learning in school feels different but the relationships and connections 
between staff and students are as strong as ever. 
 
I have been so impressed to see our Senior Students come back to school in an incredibly 
focussed and productive manner.  Walking around the school on Monday and Tuesday, 
classrooms were hives of industry and the approach of our young people was exemplary.  In 
the second half of the week, our Junior Students looked so genuinely happy to be back at 
DGS and engaged extremely well with the range of activities we provided for them.  
 
As parents and carers I wanted to give you an insight into what school life has been like this 
week.  Therefore, this newsletter will share some perspectives on the return to school from 
staff and students. I hope you enjoy reading their reflections and comments. 
 
As always if there is anything we can to do better support your young person, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
Take care, look after yourselves and each other 

 
Claire Slowther 
Head teacher 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk


 

What is in the newsletter this week? 

 Lateral Flow Testing Updates 

 SQA Information for Senior Students 

 S1 Parents and Carers Consultation Event 

 S2 into S3 Curriculum Choices 

 Staff reflections on our return to school 

 Student reflections on our return to school 

 Farewell to a friend of DGS 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing for all students 

A letter was sent home to all parents and carers of S1-3 students on Monday with 

information about participation in Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing. A copy of the letter can 

be found here. Mr Offer and Mrs Gillespie have also held assemblies for S1-3 students 

explaining how the tests work and answering any student questions. Next week, test kits 

will be issued to students for whom we have received e-consent.  The link to provide e-

consent can be found here.  

SQA Information for Senior Students 

Mr McBride is currently finalising the assessment calendar for the assessment window 

which will take place after Easter.  He will share this with all students and their 

parents/carers next Friday. He will also be holding Senior Student assemblies during the 

week beginning 29th March to share lots on information about the approach to assessment 

this year. 

S1 Parents and Carers Consultation Event  

There will be a parents and carers consultation evening for S1 on Tuesday 30th March.  A 

letter with full details on how to book appointments will be sent out next week. 

     

S2 Into S3 Curriculum Choices 

A booklet has been sent to all parents and carers of S2 students about the process of making 

finalised S3 curriculum choices.  A copy of the booklet can be found here.  Mrs Maxton also 

led an assembly yesterday explaining this to students.  

 

 

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2021/03/LFD-Expansion-ELC-BGE-Expansion-Parent-Letter.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdG1t-KgR2rNDG138EUDnd4Xv5gG3dVpyfafa0JVtd8gJ-bTg/viewform
https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2021/03/S2-into-S3-Personalisation-Information-Booklet-2021-2022.pdf


Staff reflections on our return to school 

“My quote of the week came from a 4th year student – 

 'this is like being on a really weird school trip, the staff are there so you know you're alright 

but you're with a totally random group of people!'   

Personally, I have had the best time the last couple of days chatting with students I haven't 

seen for ages and hearing about their plans for the future. It's also been really pleasing to 

see how their initial nerves about everything being different receded and they started to 

enjoy just being back at school. Without exception they all just want to be back.” Mrs 

Gillespie, Student Welfare Officer 

 

 
“I have loved having the opportunity to meet with senior students this week to prepare them 
for their Talking Assessments in French and Spanish. Some students lost confidence in 
speaking over lockdown without hearing and practising the language regularly, so having 
time in small classes or working individually has been really beneficial for rebuilding that 
confidence. Students have engaged well with the task in hand and have had a really positive 
attitude.” Mrs Tierney, Modern Languages 
 
 
 
“This week is now week 4 of our return to school, having been in for the past 3 
weeks as a practical subject. The school seems so busy, I spoke to more adults 
yesterday than I have since before Christmas! 
Our hardworking and dedicated seniors took it all in their stride now that they are “old 
hands” at; coming into school, social distancing and working for 2-3 hours a day... 
DGS feels like it has a bit of life back in it now!” Ms Sutherland, Art 
 
 

“My thoughts on the return to school - a mad scramble from the start to remember how to 

use the photocopier and my smart board! Having pupils and staff that are not our usual 

ones felt uncomfortable to begin with but mutual empathy and some casual chat with the 

lovely seniors soon settled things. The obvious barriers of 2m distance and masks made 

teaching three 2hr blocks very hard work mentally and physically but the students 

participated as well as they could and we helped each other though. The usual banter with 

the pupils was in full flow by the afternoon and lots of smiling with our eye was evident! An 

uplifting feeling you can never get across a screen. A sense of the shared challenge helped 

everyone through and the attitude of the seniors is a credit to themselves and their 

families.” Mrs Fell, Modern Studies 

 

 
 
 
 



 
One of the best adaptations we've had to make since mask wearing started, is to 
become like Danny's father - an eye smiler.  
 
From Roald Dahl (Danny Champion of the World)..."It's impossible to make your 
eyes twinkle if you aren't feeling twinkly yourself" 
 
These last couple of days, we haven't even had to say "I'm smiling through my 

mask" because that twinkle has returned to our eyes As teachers, we're 
back doing what we love. And I think that is radiating from us. And the students, 
although unnaturally quiet, I think they are getting their twinkle back too.  

Ms Williamson, Guidance Teacher 
 
 
 

 

“I really enjoyed my time in school this week. It was lovely to see students and 
colleagues in person. It was great to be able to discuss work, help with questions 
and play a couple of games. During break and lunchtime there were some "random 
chats" with students including a great debate on "Kiwi fruit -do we eat the skin as 
well or yuck definitely not"  :-).  
It was also lovely to see the BGE students on Thursday and I was able to issue 
some prizes to some of my class for the work and activities they completed over 
lockdown.  
I am really looking forward to even more normality after Easter.” Ms Williams, 
Maths  

 

 

Student reflections on our return to school 

“The past few weeks I've been in for NPA drawing and NPA painting. It has been a really nice 

way to be reintroduced to the school environment after being away for so long! It has been 

good to catch up with teachers and with the classmates I wouldn't necessarily see outside of 

school.” Rachael in S4 

 

“I thought that it was hard to wear a mask all the time inside, but I enjoyed seeing 

my friends and other people that I haven't seen in AGES! I found that going 

outside halfway through the day helped a lot, as I got to reunite with friends 

outside without having to worry as much about covid. Overall I think that day went 

relatively well, due to the restrictions being in place.”  Bella in S1 

 

 



 

The return to school has definitely been different. It is strange to see the school so calm and 

quiet, but this has also made me feel a lot safer during the return. I have loved being back in 

the classroom environment, being able to get easier feedback on work, and having a place to 

focus, knowing you have instant support, at least 2M away” Emily in S6 

 

“This week was something unlike anything I've experienced. It was so strange in 

comparison to just months before. I spent days in the same room as my friends and 

yet I was not able to sit next to them, I always had tables of space between myself 

and those I have grown so close to. Weirder still was finishing a long day of this and 

realising I hadn't even seen friends that, before now, I had not gone a day without 

laughing with. But the week had some great things too- going into the school with 

warmer weather and talking (albeit across the classroom) about the future and how 

excited we are to have things go back to normal, whenever that may be. I know that, 

whilst things are tricky now, they are getting better. That hope and a smidge of pride 

about how my friends and classmates are keeping each other safe is how I know I'll 

look forward to next week.” S4 Student 

 

“When I was back at school yesterday I found it very strange as we were all two 

meters apart for the whole day. I didn’t like having to wear a mask, but other 

than that, it was still quite nice to see some of my friends that I haven’t seen 

for about three months. I am looking forward to lockdown being over and school 

getting back to normal.” Daisy in S2 

 

“It's been so good being back - the last few months of lockdown have been so dark and 

isolated, and it's been so good just getting that sense of routine back and seeing my friends 

again in person rather than through Zoom or whatever. It does feel a little strange and 

different with all the covid restrictions, but honestly I'm just so grateful to be back in any 

capacity.” Ben in S6 

 

“Going back to school was very different but it was fun and fun. I like being back at school 

because I get to see my friends and if I need help I can just ask the teacher and it is nice to 

see people and be out of my house “ .Teagan in S2  

 



 

“Well, we’re getting back to a form of school normality now as we’re being gradually 
let back into our school community. It’s not easy, doing remote learning for many. I 
know I don’t like it, just like many others. It’s been absolutely great, being able to go 
to all of my classes, Monday-Tuesday, seeing all of the friendly faces, (even though 
all of them have masks on). It brings joy to many people, being able to come back 
into school, even if it’s only for 3 hours, for the likes of the S1’s and S2’s, or even for 
the S4-S6’s, who get to come in fully on both a Monday and Tuesday.  
I know that some people in this school might have to live in self-isolation, because of 
a family member with a health condition or another reason, which is why it’s all the 
better that this school phasing programme is in action. This gives everyone the 
chance to reunite and socialise again, (but socially distanced of course with the 
masks on), even if it’s only just for 3 hours.” Ryan in S4 
 
 
 

 

Farewell to a Friend of DGS 

One of our Dinners at DGS volunteers has written this short farewell to Dave Davies who not 

only attended Dinners at DGS since its first session but also entertained us all with his 

incredible piano skills each week. He was a much loved member of our community 

“On behalf of all staff Dinners @ DGS, I was 

so sorry to hear that Dave Davies, our 

pianist from Dinners @ DGS, has passed 

away after a short illness. He will be deeply 

missed by many of us at this Dunbar 

Grammar and in the Dunbar Community. 

He was both a classic entertainer and total 

gem who brought joy and laughter to all at 

Dinners @ DGS with his amazing piano skills 

and music. Rest in peace Mr Davies. You are deeply loved by many and will be greatly 

missed by many.” Ryan  

 

 

 


