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Dear DGS Community, 
 
We were so pleased to learn this week, that all of our students will be able to return for 
some time in school between 15th March and Easter. This had not been expected, but will be 
a real boost for everyone, and we are already working hard on a timetable that meets 
Scottish Government expectations. There is more information about this later in the 
newsletter. 
 
On Monday night, we were delighted to meet with over 140 S4/5 parents and carers at our 
online course choice event.  A copy of the presentation can be found here.   
 
After seven long weeks of most students working remotely, the staff team are feeling really 
positive and upbeat about the return of all young people to Dunbar Grammar.  The staff 
have desperately missed our young people and we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming them back into the building.  
 
As always if there is anything we can to do better support your young person, please do not 
hesitate to get in touch by emailing admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  
 
Take care, look after yourselves and each other 

 
Claire Slowther 
Head teacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.edubuzz.org/dunbargrammar/wp-content/blogs.dir/1325/files/2021/02/2021-Senior-Phase-Parents-Info-Evening.pdf
mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk


 

What is in the newsletter this week? 

 Return to school from Monday 15th March 

 Information on Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing 

 Update on the Critical Childcare Provision (Hub) 

 SQA Information for Senior Students 

 S5/6 Parents/Carers Consultation Evening  

 Course Choice Interviews for S4/5 students and their Parents/Carers 

 Information for Parents and Carers of S1 Students 

 #virtual12in12 Distance Challenge 

 S3 Elective PE  

 Share your views on our East Lothian’s Learning Estate 

 

Return to school from Monday 15th March 

The prime purpose of this return for all students is to young people the opportunity  to get 

used to being back in school and to start seeing friends again, both of which we expect to 

have a positive impact on their wellbeing, at a time when things are really challenging for all 

of our students. We are expected to prioritise Senior Phase students, but we will also ensure 

that every student is in school at least once each week. 

As always, student safety will be our top priority. School will feel very different over this 

three week period, with strict 2 metre distancing for all students, and the wearing of face 

coverings required for all students at all times. Despite these tougher restrictions, our 

experience of running limited in-school learning on this basis since January tells us that 

being in school will still be a really worthwhile experience.  

Secondary schools have a very tight timeframe to plan for this return, and we still await 

detailed Scottish Government guidance, so it will be the start of next week before we are 

able to share the days that each year group will be in school. 

Even at this early stage in our planning, it is worth noting that in order to prioritise Senior 

Phase students every secondary school we will be obliged to offer only a limited time in 

school for S1-3 students from 15th March. The schools we are liaising with, both within and 

beyond East Lothian, look likely to offer younger students perhaps half a day in school each 

week. However, even this limited time will still be great for those students, and will provide 

a welcome opportunity to prepare for a full return to school from 19th April. 

 

 



 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) Testing For students in S4/5/6 

This is open to students in S4/5/6.  Participation is voluntary but recommended as will 

support the reduction of transmission of Covid-19.  

We are aware that many senior students will be keen to collect tests next week in 

preparation for returning on the 15th March.  Tests can be collected from Ms Gillespie at the 

Front Office between 10am and 12pm daily.  Students should bring a signed consent form 

with them. Blank forms have been emailed to all students and are also available at the 

office.  Please note that students under the age of 16, do require the signature of a 

parent/carer. If you have any questions around this, please contact us at 

admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk  

 

Update on the Critical Childcare Provision (Hub) 

We will also maintain our current ‘hub’ provision for students currently learning in school.  

However, with the increased number of young people in the building, we will have to be 

more flexible with the rooms we use and will have reduced access to computers.  We will 

therefore be requesting that all students who attend the in-school provision bring their own 

digital device.  If your young person does not have a device which they can bring to school, 

please email eoffer@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk and we will explore alternative 

options. 

 

SQA Information for Senior Students 

We are acutely aware of how anxious our Senior Students are, about upcoming 

assessments.  The time they will have in school over the next few weeks, will be to focus on 

teaching and learning or practical assessments.  All other assessments will be carefully 

planned in an assessment window after Easter. We are working closely with the other East 

Lothian Schools to plan and it is likely that the vast majority of assessments will take place in 

May.  We are planning all assessments carefully, being mindful of student workload and 

pressure.  Full details of the assessment plan will be shared later this month to allow 

students to plan their revision over the Easter break.  

As always we would encourage parents and carers to get in touch with us if you have any 

queries in regards to the latest updates from the Scottish Government and the SQA.  These 

can be directed to our dedicated SQA mailbox 

sqaconcerns@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk.    

mailto:admin@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:eoffer@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk
mailto:sqaconcerns@dunbargrammar.elcschool.org.uk


 

S5/6 Parents and Carers Consultation Event  

There will be a parents and carers consultation evening for S5/6 on Tuesday 9th March.  A 

letter with full details on how to book appointments was sent out this week. 

 

Course Choice Interviews for S4/5 students and their Parents/Carers  

A letter was sent home today, explaining the S4 and S5 Course Choice interview process this 

year. The interviews will begin on the 10th March. By the end of the day on the 9th March 

your young person will receive a Google Meet invite to this interview from their Guidance 

teacher or a member of the Senior Leadership Team. If you would like to attend the 

interview and appointment time does not suit then please contact the email address 

highlighted in the letter or the person who arranged the meeting and we can rearrange. 

Also if your young person is due in school at the time the meeting is arranged for then 

please ask them to rearrange.  We are looking forward to meeting with you. Further 

information on the process and information about course can be found on the school 

website 

 

Information for Parents and Carers of S1 Students 

On Monday 8th March we will have an online information event for S1 Parents and Carers. 

The Meeting will be led by the Senior Leadership and Pupil Support Teams. The focus of the 

event is supporting your young person with remote learning.  The event will take the format 

of a presentation. We will accept questions in advance and include responses to these in the 

presentation.   

The event will be held on Google Meet and as meetings are capped at 100 participants, we 

will run two sessions at 6pm and 7pm.  If you would like to attend, please fill out this form 

https://forms.gle/VTpdgGWviSCfqvLL9 

  

https://forms.gle/VTpdgGWviSCfqvLL9


#virtual12in12 Distance Challenge 

After having Chris Laidlaw on the Keeping it Sunny in Dunny 

podcast we thought a great way we could all support him, 

and his charities, in the run up to his next marathon is by 

getting out, active, and adding up as many miles as possible 

over March. The video below provides all the details that the 

Dunbar community needs to know if they want to get 

involved! 

https://youtu.be/JJ58Xue7Wk8  

 

S3 Elective PE 

All elective classes were set the task of selecting a sporting role model and explaining why 

that person/team is so successful using reference to the four factors. The standard of work 

was absolutely superb and we were blown away by all of our classes! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/JJ58Xue7Wk8


 

Share your views on our East Lothian’s Learning Estate 

An online questionnaire to gather the views of local communities on the council’s existing 

learning estate will go live on Monday (22 February 2021). 

Phase 1 of the Learning Estate Review pre-consultation has been designed to offer schools 

and communities the opportunity to share their opinions on the condition of the existing 

learning estate. The pre-consultation will also gather views on how well the school estate 

supports learning.  

The questionnaire will run from 22 February – 15 March on the council’s Consultation Hub, 

to provide an easy and accessible way for people to participate. 

Phase 2 of the process will involve a series of online community engagement workshops, 

which will run from 10 – 28 May.  

The survey is available to view here and will be live for responses from Monday 22 February 

2021. 

 

 

https://eastlothianconsultations.co.uk/education/learning-estate-review-pre-consultation/

