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Dear Parent/ Carer 

We thought it would be nice to let you know a bit about what your young person has been 

doing in their first week at DGS.  

Firstly, on a personal note, I have been so impressed with our new S1s so far. They have 

been enthusiastic, friendly, polite and hard working. They have done themselves proud. This 

is very much echoed by Mrs Slowther, Mr Offer and Mr McBride.  

Their S6 buddies who have been guiding them around the school so far have also been very 

complimentary of how well they have listened and how friendly they have been. They are 

already becoming confident in finding their way around the school.  

 

Our teachers have also been extremely impressed so far as well. Please see some feedback 

below I have received on what activities they have been involved in in class and some first 

impressions.  

“The S1 students I have had the pleasure of meeting around the school so far have been 

very respectful and polite. They should be very proud of how they are behaving in our 

school community.” 

“In History yesterday 1C4 made jigsaw pieces with their names for the board display in 
my room, a soft start but it was an enjoyable lesson!  
 



The entire class have been impeccably well behaved, and very caring towards one another 
(today insisting they waited on the last class member who was at the toilet before letting 
their buddies take them to next lesson).” 
 
“I asked my S1s to draw or write what they think they will learn in HE without using the 
word 'cooking:' 
 

 
 
I've also done a live vote on their favourite takeaway to introduce the topic of world foods 
and also to discuss how we create healthier #fakeaways in HE. They were excited about the 
naan bread pizza recipe! I've found them on the whole to be mature, polite, engaged and 
thoughtful.” 
 
“I have 2 S1 classes and we have been discussing file management, getting them online and 
set up with their Google Classrooms this week. 
 
It has been great to get to know the classes with a session I call '2 things and 1 question' - 
this is where they tell the class two things about themselves and one question they would 
like to know about me. I feel this helps them to be comfortable and confident within the 
class and hopefully allows the pupils that may not know others a chance to discuss a topic 
they both are interested in.  
 
 My classes have had a great first few days and are excited to start the topics of 
Technologies such as Computer Graphics, Why businesses exist and 3D Sketching.” 
 
“Ms Sutherland's S1s have been pathologists in art and design this week. They have been 
working to create a real life alien autopsy by drawing around a member of their group and 
using their creativity and imagination to envisage what would be inside the body. 
So far we have androids, extra organs and fried chicken!” 
 
“1C1 is a lovely class. In registration today they were commenting on some of the things 
they are enjoying about DGS: 
- the library is amazing and it's great that it is near the hub so that they can go and read 
after lunch 
- the bistro is great with a great selection of food 
- moving from one class to the next is good as you get a chance to stretch your legs. 
 
In French 1C1, 1C6 and 1C8 have been discussing what they know about France and are in 
the process of doing some posters to put up in the classroom.” 
 
“In English S1s have been working on reading about different notable people through our 
Biography unit. They have worked really hard to use their skimming and scanning skills to 



find valuable information about a famous person. It's been lovely meeting the new S1s who 
have coped really well with a massive change!” 
 
This is just a snapshot of some of the very positive conversations I have had with our 
teachers over the past few days. 
 
This morning the S1s also got a taster of some of the sporting activities that happen at DGS. 
They had a great morning and the PE staff and senior student sports leaders were again very 
impressed with their enthusiasm and attitude.  
 
 

       
 
The young people have particularly enjoyed lunchtime at DGS and the food they are eating 

in the Hub and the Bistro. This has come through loud and clear in their conversations with 

teachers.  

 

 

It has been a very positive start. All of us at DGS cannot wait for the rest of the year with our 

new S1s. I hope you all have a lovely weekend. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Mr Maxton 

Depute Headteacher 


