
SCIENCES & SOCIAL SUBJECTS 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
Faculty Contacts: Mr I Davies, PT Science & Mrs S Hamilton, PT Social Subjects  

 
Levels Available (Entry based on prior attainment) 
National 4 & 5 and Higher – This course is run jointly by Science and Social Subjects 
faculties 

 

Purpose, Aims and Benefits of the Course 
Environmental scientists are involved in tackling issues such as global climate change, 
pollution, use of land and water resources and changes in wildlife habitats. It involves an 
understanding of scientific principles, economic influences and political action. This 
course provides a broad and up to date selection of ideas relevant to the central position 
of environmental science in society. You will investigate key areas of the living 
environment such as biodiversity and interdependence. 
 
Content of National course (combined N4 and N5) 
Living Environment 
This unit looks into biological factors and the environment. It includes world ecosystems 
and biodiversity, interdependence of living things and human influences on biodiversity.  
Earth’s Resources 
This unit looks into geographical factors in the environment. It includes Earth’s systems 
and their interactions, the geosphere (structure of the Earth and rocks), the hydrosphere 
(uses of and problems with water), the biosphere (regions of Earth occupied by life) and 
the atmosphere (uses of gases and wind farms). 
Sustainability 
This will include social, economic and environmental issues, global citizenship, food, 
water, energy and waste management. It will look into human impact on the production 
and management of these, and how we can improve the situation.  
 
Content of Higher course 
The course consists of three areas of study. 
Living environment 
Topics include: Investigating ecosystems and biodiversity; interdependence; human 
influences on biodiversity. 
Earth’s resources 
Topics include: The geosphere; the hydrosphere; the biosphere; the atmosphere. 
Sustainability 
Topics include: Global challenges; food; water; energy; waste management; 
anthropogenic climate change. 

 
 

Progression Routes 
Pathways allow students to progress from National 4 to Higher. Courses have close links with 
Geography & Biology, and learning often connects up with these courses.  If you would like to 
discuss how Environmental Science would fit in with your preferred career please see Mr 
Davies or Mrs Hamilton. 

 


