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Our vision and focus every 
year.. 

   The commitment to raise 

attainment and pupils’ life 

chances, to provide our pupils 

with an exciting, fun and 

challenging school curriculum 

that develops them to their full 

potential. 
 



Aims of tonight 
• Explain the priorities that drive our pursuit 

of excellence. 

 

• Talk about what we did last session to 

improve school. 

 

• Share our aims for session 2016/17 in light 

of changes in Scottish Education 
 

 

 



Priorities  
• Attainment and Achievement - 

progress 

• High expectations and a 

commitment to excellence 

• Parental and Community 

involvement 
 

 

 



Scottish Government Initiatives 





Equity? 



Our  priorities for session 2015/2016: 
• Improving the attainment and achievement of 

our pupils in numeracy and mathematics over 
the next 3 years. 

 

 

• Develop our writing using Big Writing/Little Big 
Writing programme to develop a motivating, 
progressive and consistent approach across our 
school. 

 

 

• Develop 1+2 Modern Languages Programme. 

 



        Improvement in Maths Scores 

Maths Average or 

Above P3 

 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

Dunbar Primary School 87.5 88 93.5 94 

P5 

12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

89 80 86.5 

P7 

12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

64 70 

Proportion of pupils 
making progress as 
expected or quicker 
than expected is in line 
with or higher than 
national norm are 
highlighted in green. 



Little/Big Writing 

• Homework about writing – asking questions and 
discussing topics with you -  P6 example 

• Important for listening and talking skills 

• Helps develop wider vocabulary 

• Sharing of ideas in class – better if pupil has something to 
contribute 

• Look out for this coming home 

• Improvements in our pupils engagement and motivation 
to write – especially boys 



P6 Talking Homework 

This week for writing we are going to be continuing 

the following story start:  

Thunder growled overhead. Varjak crouched 

in the darkness, staring. Wind lashed the 

tarmac and the street lights flickered, 

casting shadows. He could sense something 

crawling, something creeping. A vague 

shape slipped into a doorway and he 

glimpsed the flicker of a green eye. 

Varjak’s fur prickled as he tensed 

himself, ready to spring. What was it?  

In class we will look at the style, ambitious 

vocabulary and punctuation that the writer has used.  

These are some of the questions you can discuss at 

home: 

Who/What is Varjak?   What could he see sense? 

Where is he?  What do you think might happen next?  

Can you think of some great openers and WOW words 

that you would like to include in your story? 

I shall look forward to seeing you ‘fully-loaded’ 

with ideas on Thursday morning! 

 



1+2 French in DPS 

• Staff and children using French in everyday routines/play 

• Children are more aware of life/customs in France 

• Parents have engaged with awareness workshop and 
volunteering opportunities 

• Weekly lunchtime conversation club for staff 

• Parents reporting that children using French at home 

• Resources to support learning 

 

 

 



Priorities for this session 

• To raise the attainment in reading for all 
readers and close the gap in less able readers. 

 

• Improve the attainment and close the gap in 
numeracy and mathematics 

 

• Review H&WB programme to reflect need to 
support pupils emotional well-being and embed 
GIRFEC and SHANNARI 
 



Numeracy Support to help you help your child with 
maths 

• Mathletics homework and practice skills sessions for p3-P7 

• Targeted homework for specific topics 

• Regular practice of times tables and number bonds 

• Workshops for parents – your suggestions  

 

• Please complete the questionnaire so we can provide the 
activities that will support you. 



Health and well-being 

• Social and emotional health- ‘Knowing me, Knowing You’ 

• SHANNARI well-being well – pupils able to identify their needs 

• Peer pressure 

• Social media influences 

• Learning to lose  

• Friendships 

• Developing resilience 

• Developing independence 

• Teaching about healthy lifestyles including issues surrounding 
medicines, alcohol, smoking, drugs. 

• Keeping Myself Safe and Keeping Myself e-safe 



        Improvement in Reading Scores 

Reading Average or 

Above P3 

 12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

Dunbar Primary School 76.1 80.8 95 88 

P5 

12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

85.4 90.1 92 92 

P7 

12/13 13/14 14/15 15/16 

76.9 83 85.5 88 

Proportion of pupils 
making progress as 
expected or quicker 
than expected is in line 
with or higher than 
national norm are 
highlighted in green. 



"There is one skill that matters above 
all others, because it is the prime 
predictor of school success or failure:      
the child’s vocabulary upon 
entering school.“   
 
 
J Trelease 2006 

Why do we care so much about 

reading 



“We need to stop reading being seen as 

something children just do in school. It 

needs to be seen as attractive as 

computers, videogames, films and DVDs 

and as a fun way to spend free time.  

 

Seeing reading as something that happens 

at home and is shared by everyone in the 

family is key.”  

 
Christopher Edge  



When parents become actively  

   involved in home reading their  

   children’s reading scores  

improve on average,  

by between 12 and 18 

   months 

 



“Reading for pleasure is the single  

biggest factor in success later in life,  

outside of an education.  

 

Study after study has shown that those 

children who read for pleasure are the ones 

who are most likely to fulfil their ambitions.  

 

If your child reads, they will succeed – it’s that 

simple.”  

 

Bali Rai 





Why Dunbar Unplugs and 
Reads? 

The Royal College of paediatrics and Child 
Health discourages media use by children 
younger than age 2 and recommends limiting 
older children's screen time to no more than 
one or two hours a day. 
 
Over exposure has an impact on attention 
span, cognitive development, concentration 
and appetite control. 



DUNBAR UNPLUGS AND READS 

2016/2017 

  

 

• Parent and community engagement and 

involvement 

• Meeting with interested parents and community 

groups on: 

Monday 5th September 6.15pm – 6.45pm – John Muir 

Campus 

 

• Your ideas for making this engage pupils and the 

community to improve reading abilities of all pupils  



Some of our ideas we would like your help with 

• Supporting us in getting your son/daughter to switch off 
their ipad, etc and read 

• Community reading books  - would your business like 
to sponsor?  

• Reading adults to ensure everyone has the opportunity 
to be supported in practising their reading 

• Dunbar Big Book Swap 

• Meet us and Read events – helpers to organise 

• Sponsorship for reading prizes 

• Bring your child to the Big Reading Quiz  

• If your business or you would like to get involved we would 
love you on board – see Mrs Gillanders 



What works?  We are doing this 

Influence Impact 

Growth Mindset in Pupils High 

High Teacher Expectations High 

Improvement Feedback and Marking High 

Metacognition 
(awareness of one’s own learning) 
 

High 

Peer Tutoring and Collaboration High 

Sharing and Revisiting Learning 
Outcomes 

High 



Mrs Gray - Mindsets 


