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Aims of tonight 
 

• Brief update on last session 

 

• Explain the priorities for this session that drive 

our pursuit of excellence 

 

• Our focus on pupil behaviour and the support 

we need from parents 

 
 

 

 



Attainment 

• With the exception of Numeracy in P4 we have 
improved the pupil attainment of CfE levels 
across all stages in Reading, Writing, Listening & 
Talking and Numeracy. 

  

• What is also very positive is that our trend data 
shows that pupils are improving as they move 
through the school, when we compare their 
scores in P1 to P4 and in P4 to P7 
 



Teachers Judgements -Trends Over Time Dunbar Primary School June 2018

Literacy- Reading Literacy- Writing

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Primary 1 59% 72% 74% 90% Primary 1 48% 70% 76% 79%

Primary 4 52% 70% 72% 84% Primary 4 40% 68% 83% 78%

Primary 7 34% 58% 66% 69% Primary 7 37% 47% 56% 63%

Literacy- Listening and Talking Numeracy

2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Primary 1 86% 89% 86% 92% Primary 1 54% 81% 78% 83%

Primary 4 85% 88% 92% 97% Primary 4 30% 78% 86% 71%

Primary 7 83% 65% 77% 90% Primary 7 44% 55% 57% 63%



This session: 

• Numeracy  
3 days support teacher at Lochend 
Count Me In support at John Muir  
6 days of training for all teachers & support staff 
Teacher Trio’s- observation to impact on teaching through 
professional enquiry and reading by teaching staff 
 
• Family Support Worker  
Support to improve attendance, lateness and engagement in 
school 
Provide support to parents  

 

• Behaviour  
Nurture Room  - develop pupils’ social and emotional literacy 
Restorative Approaches – for whole school as part of our  
Behaviour programme  - Ready, Respectful, Safe 
 



Did you get a manual with your 
baby? 



What we know about our current situation 
at DPS 

- A growing number of children and staff 

- Lack of consistency in rules, rewards or expectations 

- A change in the make up of the population of Dunbar means 

more children living in poverty or with difficult home lives 

- More children showing signs of stress and anxiety 

- An increase in behaviour difficulties seen in class or at home 

- A lot of low level issues and children not being kind to each 

other 
 



Let’s Talk About Behaviour …. 

• Your commitment and support is vital to ensuring what we do at Dunbar 
Primary School works for you child. 

 

• Working ‘with us’, as we support your child, and not undermining us it the key 
to positive relationships.  

 

• Face to face and not Facebook 

 
• Our behaviour policy is based on developing positive relationships, using 

restorative approaches and developing pupils ability to manage their emotions. 
 

• Please do not encourage them to ‘hit back’ or ‘swear’  and ‘don’t be a snitch’  

 

• Computers and sleep – massive impact on learning and behaviour 

 
• We will always look for a way of bringing pupils together to solve a problem, 

repair a friendship, sort out issues and it will often mean less serious 
consequences that perhaps you want. 
 

• There will still be sanctions and consequences. 
 

 





An effectively engaged parent 
not only supports education at 
school, but also supports it at 

home. 

15% in school 
85% at home 



What parents do with 

their children at home  

is more important than 

their socio-economic 

status.  
 

 

 

 

A stimulating learning environment out with 

school can therefore be fundamental  
to their attainment and achievement.  



https://pivotaleducation.com/product/ready-respectful-safe-posters/


‘It’s the way we do 
things at Dunbar 
Primary School’ 



We aim to develop a culture in 
our school where positive 
routines and practical strategies 
create support and certainty.  
 
 
 
 
We will  create a culture that 
promotes visible consistency, 
botheredness and kindness; a 
culture where young people are 
“ready, respectful and safe”.  

. 



Paul Dix 

• https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/managi
ng-behaviour-for-learning/0/steps/15988 
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We will not ignore bad behaviour 
but will be far more restorative in our 
approach to dealing with it.  
 
 
We will meet children at their level of 
need with patience, firmness and 
kindness - this is the key to re-
engaging children with behaviour 
difficulties. 



 

 

All behaviour is 
communication 







But .. 
• Children have different needs 

• Children with Adverse Childhood Experiences 

• Children with social and emotional needs 

• Children coping with bereavement 

• Children with attachment issues 

• And more…… 

 

But they belong to DPS like everyone else 

 

Positive Behaviour & Restorative practice will 
support all pupils 



DPS are arranging a screening of the documentary 
‘Resilience – the biology of stress and the science of hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1hr documentary that delves into the science of 
Adverse Childhood experiences and a birth of a 

new movement to prevent toxic stress 





Hand in hand with our 
behaviour programme is .. 

Restorative Approaches  



The aim of restorative 

approaches is to build 

community,  

and to manage conflict 

by building and maintaining 

relationships,  

and repairing the  

harm of wrong-doing  
 





Transforming lives through learning Restorative Approaches 

Restorative Process – giving everyone 

what they need 

Incident 

Meet child A 

Meet child B 

Restoration 

wanted/possible? Yes? No? 

Bring both children 

together 
Allow time for reflection 

and revisit later 



What are the benefits? 

Restorative practices in schools have a number of proven 
benefits. Children show: 

Improved positivity, resilience and responsibility-
taking 

Better behaviour management 

Greater respect and courtesy towards teachers 
and each other 

Increased empathy 

An understanding of how to make wrongs right. 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/how-raise-resilient-child


Still a big focus on  
teaching & learning as well 

as behaviour 
 

but children cannot learn if  
a positive environment and  
a culture of  good behaviour 

is not in place 



Our  school questions this year 

•What did your learn? 

•How was it new learning? 

•How challenging was it? 



Our school community SIP 

• Pupils involved  

• Pupils have ownership 

• Motivated by the tasks 

• Actions, changes and ideas that will make a 
difference to them and our school community 

• Parents involved too please! 



A resource to support  
learner participation in  
self-evaluation and school 
improvement 



#HGIOS 

 
 

Five big themes: 

P.2 



To support parents …… 

• School Improvement plan – on website 

• Family Friendly Version of our SIP and S&Q 

• Parents information session on ‘Restorative 
Approaches’ in September 

• Film – ‘Resilience’ coming soon - November 

• BOATS activities when pupils will show what they 
have been doing to improve our school 

• Come along to Parent Council meetings 

• Follow us on Twitter 

 



Thank you! 


