
  

                    

A booklet designed to give you an insight into how 

your child is learning numeracy at school. 

Children learn at a different pace so please use this 

booklet to support your child’s learning at home 

where appropriate. 

As always, please ask a member of staff if you have 

any questions about learning in numeracy. 

Glossary 

decade number - a number ending in zero e.g. 70 

incrementing - adding, counting on/forwards 

decrementing - taking away, counting back 

 

Diennes materials - 

 

 

 

array - a picture of multiplication, with rows and    col-

umns 
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                    Number Word Sequences 

Once children are confident with counting in ones, we 

move on to counting in different intervals - 2s, 5s, 10s, 

3s & 4s. This helps children to spot patterns and  

deepen their understanding of number. It is the       be-

ginning of Multiplication learning. Children are also 

taught to count in these sequences backwards. 

This is an easy one for home - ask your child to count 

in 2s, 5s, 10s during car journeys or chats in the 

house! 

Speak about why counting in 2s is helpful - e.g. when 

there is a bigger group of objects to count, it would be 

quicker. 

Numerals 

It is important that children have a good understand-

ing of what numbers actually mean and can show 

them by counting objects, showing finger patterns etc. 

Recognising numerals goes alongside this learning. 

Children at first level will be reading and writing        2-

digit numbers and beyond. The focus is on place   val-

ue. 

e.g. 45 - what does the 4 mean? what is its value? (40) 

63 - how many tens does this number have? (6) 

 

Importance is placed on zero 

Trying to write 30 without it leaves you with 3. 

Trying to write 305 without it, leaves you with 35. 



  

                    
Incrementing & Decrementing by 10s and 1s 

Counting in tens on the decade i.e. 0, 10, 20, 30 etc. 

Counting in tens off the decade i.e. 13, 23, 33 etc. 

(both forwards and backwards) 

We use bundles of 10 lolly sticks and singles to ‘act 

this out’. We also have Diennes materials. 

Increment by tens and ones 

35 + 24 = 

 

 

 

Decrement by tens and ones 

76 - 32 = 

Adding and subtracting to and from decade numbers 

Again, we use bundles of 10 lolly sticks and singles to 

show this. 

e.g. 30 + 6 = 36 

 36 - 6 = 30 



 

 Example of thinking that goes into learning multiplication: 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrays 

We teach multiplication using arrays.  

No. of columns? 

No. of rows 

How many altogether? 

 

            3 rows                

                  4 columns 

                     12 altogether 

 

Developing Multiplication and Division 

 

We do not rush into learning ‘Times Tables’! It is  

hugely important that children understand what    

multiplication and division are. 

Children are first introduced to determining the    

number in equal groups (both when shown and when 

hidden) using dot cards. 

“I have 3 groups of 2 - how many altogether?” (6) 

 

Determining the number of groups - 

“I am using the 2-dot cards and there are 6 dots - how 

many groups are there?” (3) 

groups of array 

repeated addition number sentence 

showing 3 x 2 = 6 3 x 4 =12 



  

10 + facts 

 

 

adding going through 10 - strategies 

 

addition by compensation 

 

subtracting going through 10 - strategies 

Addition and Subtraction to 20, using 5 and 10 

How many ways can you make 6? 

 

 

 

 

 

Doubles facts - having the same number twice -  

practice so you can recall these facts quickly! 

2 + 2 = 4 3 + 3 = 6 4 + 4 = 8   

Near doubles - use your doubles knowledge to work 

out near double problems, like… 

5 + 6 = ? 

 

     

     

I know 5 + 5 

makes 10 6 is just one 

more so it’s 11 


