
Thanks to everyone for their pa-

tience over the last few days 

when we have been coping with 

the snowy and icy weather. 

A big thank you to all our staff 

who made fantastic efforts to 

get in to school.   

We are trying to get outside to 

enjoy the snow.  Staff are 

checking that children are 

suitably dressed before allow-

ing them outside.  Please make 

sure that your child has out-

door boots or wellies and warm 

and waterproof clothes.  Hats 

and gloves are essential in this 

cold weather. 

Please make 

sure that we 

have your up to date contact details in 

case we need to phone you in the 

event of an emergency closure.  Please 

check the website for information—

our own blog is updated with informa-

tion on closures and suggestions of 

work to do at home if school is closed. 

Although not part of our formal de-

velopment plan work this year, we 

would like to review the school 

homework policy in the light of Cur-

riculum for Excellence.  Parental 

involvement in this is crucial as you 

are key to its successful implemen-

tation.  It would be desirable to 

have representation from across 

the school and I am therefore 

seeking volunteers to become part 

of a group working on this.  Once 

we have a core group of names we 

will arrange a date and time for a 

meeting which is convenient for 

those involved. 

We already have a few volunteers 

from the Parent Council but we 

would like as wide a representation 

as possible. 

Please drop me an email or send a 

note to the office if you wish to 

contribute to this process.  

Our first meeting will be in the 

New Year. 

Christmas Parties 
Parties are on the following days 

in the afternoon: 

P1 & P2 Wed 22nd Dec 

P3 & P4 Mon 20th Dec 

P5, P6 & P7 Mon 20th Dec in the 

Community Hall. 

Children usually go home for lunch 

on party day so that they can get 

changed into party clothes, al-

though the kitchen will be operat-

ing as normal for those children 

who are unable to do this.  They 

can bring their party clothes to 

school and change in the lunch 

break.  There is a form attached 

to the back page of the newslet-

ter—please complete and re-

turn to school to indicate what 

you are willing to contribute.  

Please note that any food needs 

to be “nut free”. 

Thank you. 

Carol Service 
Our end of term service is at 

Prestonkirk on Thursday 23rd 

December at 1.15pm.  Lunch-

time for P3 to P7 inclusive will 

be 12.15-1pm on that day.  Chil-

dren may be taken by their 

parents direct from the church 

at the end of the service. P1 

and P2 will remain in their seats 

and parents are asked to col-

lect them from there.  School 

closes to all pupils at 2.30pm. 

There will be a crèche for 

younger siblings in the Smeaton 

room at the rear of the gallery. 

Homework policy             

Snow closure 
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We have been accepted onto the 

Fruitful Trees Programme and 

hope to take delivery of and plant 

several trees in December. 

 

Many of our initiatives rely on the 

advice and hard work of parents 

and volunteers. Unfortunately, we 

are short of adult helpers and we 

would be very grateful if you would 

like to become a committee mem-

ber or to lend a hand in other 

ways.  

We are hoping to achieve our sec-

ond Green Flag this session, so 

would appreciate your help. 

 

Please contact Mrs Gordon or 

leave your details at the school of-

fice. 

Our school continues to recycle 

and has collection boxes and 

banks for  textiles, plastic bottle 

lids, mobile phones, ink car-

tridges, used stamps, old batter-

ies and old spectacles. Any of 

these can be handed into the 

school office. 

 

We have planted some vegeta-

bles in our greenhouse and hope 

to harvest these in the Spring. 

 

P3 have been looking after our 

new wormery which was provided 

by Mr Turner. The children have 

learned how to feed and look af-

ter the worms so that we can use 

the compost for planting next 

year. 
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P4's topic this term is water. The 

topic covers many of the curricu-

lum areas such as science, art, 

outdoor learning and global citi-

zenship. 

The children have been investi-

gating the water cycle. They have 

been outdoors making puddles to 

help them understand the evapo-

ration process. We have also been 

finding out why we need clean wa-

ter and how our water is treated 

so it is safe to use. 

The children will be carrying out 

further experiments to find out 

more about the fascinating prop-

erties of water and as all good 

scientists we will be focusing on 

how to write reports on our find-

ings and recording our results. 

Keep an eye on the blog for up-

dates and photos of our experi-

ments. 

 

Happy Birthday to Quinten! 

On Monday 13th December we will 

be taking the morning children to a 

special Christmas Service at 

Prestonkirk.  The service starts at 

10.30am and will last about 25-30 

minutes.  The children will get their 

snack afterwards at The Stables.  

The service is open to all nursery 

children, so if your child is in after-

noon nursery you are welcome to 

bring them along too. 

Our Christmas parties are on 

Wednesday 22nd December.  The 

morning children arrive at 10am with 

our special visitor expected around 

11.30am.  In the afternoon the chil-

dren arrive at 1.30pm and our visitor 

is expected around 3pm.   

The nursery will provide the food 

for the parties. 

 

 

 

Nursery News       P4 News              P1 News 

The science club is open to P 5, 6, 

7 pupils.  We meet every Tuesday 

after school. Alongside Jasmine 

and Ailsa, S6 pupils from DGS, we 

are learning and having fun.  We 

have dabbled with chemistry and 

made silly putty, physics by meas-

uring and recording speeds and 

engineering by making moving 

cars.  We have devised our own 

burning experiments to prove our 

theories, decalcified eggs and 

grown crystals. Over the next 

couple of weeks we will also be 

performing a CSI investigation.  

Who knew science could be so 

much fun! 

 

P1s are very busy learning all 

about the Christmas story. We 

have our own stable in the class-

room so we can take turns at be-

ing the different characters in 

the story. We are learning our 

lines and songs for our perform-

ance of "Mend the Manger". We 

are looking forward to perform-

ing our Nativity to you soon. 

We all know our sounds pretty 

well now. The Sounds Books sent 

home reminds everyone of the 

actions and correct letter for-

mation that we need to know 

really well! Take a few minutes 

every now and then to go over 

them at home. We will keep 

practising our sounds in class 

too. We are now learning how the 

sounds when put together, make 

words, look out for "Word Box 

words" coming home, along with 

our reading books and key words. 



This block Primary 3 have been 

learning about different materials 

through the story of The 3 Little 

Pigs.   Using this as our base, we 

have created short animation films 

which can be seen on the school 

website.  The class also took the 

whole school assembly where they 

dramatised the story and showed 

their films.   

The class have also been learning 

about energy and electricity and 

are learning how to make an elec-

trical circuit.  These circuits will 

be installed in the houses they de-

signed and made for their anima-

tions. 

In September Primary 3 went on a 

class trip to the Seabird Centre.  

During this trip they created 

short films as part of a new initia-

tive being launched by the Seabird 

Centre.  The class were fortunate 

to be invited to attend the launch 

of this Pods4Schools initiative at 

the Seabird Centre recently.  The 

launch was attended my dignitaries 

and local press and the children’s 

films were premiered in the Cen-

tre’s cinema.  These films can be 

viewed on the Seabird Centre’s 

website. 

In addition to all of this, we have 

changed the way we learn spelling 

in Primary 3, with regular spelling 

slots during the week consisting of 

different activities such as making 

the words out of play dough, alpha-

bet beads or painting them with 

finger paints, alphabet sponges or 

brushes.  This has proved popular 

with the children and has dramati-

cally raised attainment levels in 

their weekly spelling checks. 
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As well as studying WW2 (in 

school and at home) this term, you 

may have already heard the excit-

ing news that Primary 7 have been 

very lucky to be selected from the 

whole of East Lothian to take part 

in a Film, Media and Enterprise 

project, which will result in the 

children actually directing and pro-

ducing a professional film, which 

will be premiered at The Filmhouse 

in Edinburgh (May 2011). As you 

can imagine, much of our work, 

across many aspects of the cur-

riculum is and will be centred 

around this exciting theme over 

the next few months. 

Enterprise – My class is doing a 

fundraising project for the above. 

Each child has been given £5 to 

take away and make into more 

money. This is a fantastic opportu-

nity for them to use and develop 

their individual abilities and tal-

ents through Enterprise and will 

encourage them to adapt and per-

haps even discover skills they 

could use to their advantage in the 

future.  

Literacy – thematic spelling, asso-

ciated vocabulary and technological 

terms. 

CV’s, mind mapping, descriptive and 

dramatic writing, scripts etc. to 

name but a few of the initial writ-

ten activities we aim to do. 

Mathematics – ongoing work and 

practice in mental maths and nu-

meracy, linking it to real life situa-

tions and problem solving. 

Shape and Measure – development 

of angles using protractors and 

compasses, Scale and properties of 

Shapes (2D and 3D) 

 

 

Primary five have been having 

a fun time as post persons. 

They have  enjoyed collecting, 

sorting and will soon enjoy 

posting the Christmas mail. 

The lovely Christmas stamp 

was the winning design of 

Lewis Fleming.  You may also 

have seen the advertising 

posters that are in shops 

around the village. These 

were the results of hard work 

from the pupils.  

The class have learned many 

skills in this process from let-

ter writing, organisational 

skills, designing, team work 

and are becoming very re-

sponsible citizens and effec-

tive contributors.  

The stamps and post boxes 

can be found in the Co-op, 

Tommy's Newsagents, the Li-

brary, the Butchers, the Post 

Office and the front of the 

school.  

We would like to thank the 

local businesses, parents and 

carers that are supporting 

this enterprise and wish you 

all a very happy Christmas. 

Pantomime 
If you have not already paid 

for the panto on Wednesday 

22nd December for P5, P6 and 

P7, please send money to the 

office as soon as possible.  

This cost has been kindly sub-

sidised by the Parent Council, 

together with the perform-

ance in January for Nursery 

to P4. 
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Parent Council News 

If anyone has any business that needs to be discussed at the January meeting please e mail me and I 

will add it to the agenda.  Don’t forget the Christmas Market  - now on Thursday  16th December and 

thank you to all the  volunteers who have offered to man the stall. 

We wish everyone a very merry Christmas. 

Lorna Gatens 

Chair Parent Council 

Amethyst_489@fsmail.net 

If you are unable to ‘drop in’ on a Tuesday morn-

ing due to work commitments and would like to 

meet with me for any reason, please get in touch 

with the office.  Appointments can be made from 

8am or after school. 
Phone: 01620 860216 

Fax: 01620 861364 

Email: jwareham@eastlinton.elcschool.org.uk 
Jill Wareham 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 

Head Te
acher’s d

rop 

in Tuesd
ays 9-10

am 

No appo
intment 

necessa
ry 

Toy - tastic—News from 

P1/2 
This term in P1/2 we have been learning all 

about toys. In the classroom we have set up a 

toy museum and a toy shop. We have had great 

fun playing with the old toys some of which our 

grandparents played with when they were our 

age. We all commented that they are very dif-

ferent to the toys we have and play with now. 

One of our favourites was the Victorian toy, 

the hoopla. We are very much looking forward 

to finding out about how toys work and how to 

create our own toys. Here is a photo below of 

some of the old toys. 

 

News from P6 
We are studying the Victorian era and are working in 

groups to research and present information to each 

other. 

We had a Victorian school day when we all dressed up. 

We spent the morning on the 3Rs and in the after-

noon had a visit from the Museums Officer. We had 

great fun doing a washday, using a washboard to 

scrub the clothes and a mangle to wring out the wa-

ter. Be thankful for your automatic washing machines! 

Unfortunately our trip to New Lanark had to be can-

celled due to the extreme weather conditions.  We 

are also going to be learning about The Highland 

Clearances during a session with the drama specialist. 

Some of our class made a fantastic contribution to 

Children in Need by setting up an enterprise stall in 

the foyer of the school and selling jewellery and 

other crafts they had made.  Well done girls! 



Office News 

Christmas Lunch 

All orders for Christmas Lunch on Thursday 16th December should have been received by now.  If 

there are any outstanding orders please send in to school by Friday 10th December. 

 

Outstanding Lunch Money 

All outstanding lunch money must be paid before the end of term therefore if your child is having a 

school lunch between now and Thursday 23rd December please ensure your child brings money on that 

day. 

 

Morning Milk 

If your child takes school milk and you have not already paid, the payment for term 2 is £8.85, due the 

first day back on 11th January 2011.  (Cheques payable to East Lothian Council). 
 

Fairtrade Juice 

If your child takes Fairtrade Orange Juice and you have not already paid, the payment for term 2 is 

£12.39, due the first day back on 11th January 2011.  (Cheques payable to East Linton Primary 
School) 
 

Nursery Snack Money 

£7.50 snack money is due the first day back.  This payment will cover you up until the February break.  

Any outstanding snack money should be paid by 20th December. 

 

P4 Swimming 

Just a reminder that the second block of swimming instruction for P4 will begin on the first day back - 

Tuesday 11th January 2011 – please remember your swimming kit! 
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EAST LINTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

Party Food 

 

 

Name of Pupil     ________________________ 

 

Class   _____________  

 

I would like to provide the following for the above party 

 

             

 

             

 

Signature of Parent     __________________  

 
 


