
I will be able to give more infor-

mation about staffing and the 

composition of classes in June, 

but at the moment we plan to 

have 7 classes in school next ses-

sion: P1, P1/2, P2/3, P3/4, P4/5, 

P6 and P7.  A composite class is 

one in which there are pupils of 

different age groups.  For exam-

ple primary 1/2 class can contain 

pupils aged 4, 5 and 6.  A single 

primary 1 class will contain chil-

dren born between March of one 

year and February of the follow-

ing year.  East Lothian Council 

policy is that composite classes 

are formed solely on the basis of 

age.  There will be occasions 

when it is necessary to split a 

stage or year group, putting some 

pupils with younger pupils to 

form a class and others with a 

class of older pupils.  The differ-

ence in physical development, so-

cial adjustment, emotional stabil-

ity and learning readiness may 

not be much different from any 

traditional year group. 

Here are some frequently asked 

questions about composite 

classes: 

Q Will my child be “kept back”? 

A No.  Each child is treated as an 

individual. 

Q Will the teacher  teach to the 

“middle” of the composite class? 

After School Forest 

School 
We are currently considering the 

possibility of offering an after 

school Forest School, starting in 

September.  This would be run by 

a level 3 qualified Forest School 

practitioner and assistant for a 

two hour session.  The cost would 

be in the region of £45 for a six 

week block and parents would 

need to transport children to the 

site (possibly Yellowcraig/Binning 

Wood).  In order to make this vi-

able we would need a minimum of 

10 children.  If you are interested 

in this, please get in touch with 

the office so that we can gauge 

the level of interest. 

Royal Wedding Playground Party 
On 28th April the whole school joined in celebrations to mark the occa-

sion of the wedding of HRH Prince William and Catherine Middleton.  A 

big thank you to the parent helpers who handed out food, helped with the 

crafts and tidied up afterwards.  The weather was fantastic and we all 

enjoyed games in the playground, doing crafts and activities in the hall 

and the party food, which was prepared by the children.  P1 and P6 made 

the cake, P1/2 and 4 the sandwiches and P3 and P5 made the jelly.  David 

Scott, the school Chaplain came to talk to us about the significance of 

weddings as a Christian celebration and the oldest and youngest children 

in the school cut the wedding cake at the end of our afternoon.  A book 

of photos from the day will be available at the front of the school very 

soon—P3 are currently writing captions to go along with the photos. 

A  No.  All teachers teach to meet 

the needs of all learners by working 

with groups or individuals as appro-

priate. 

Q Will the more able pupils be 

bored and will the less able “switch 

off”? 

A  No.  Again teachers will have 

planned work according to the 

needs of the individual pupil. 

Q Will children repeat work? 

A No.  Planning and record keeping 

ensures that children are given new 

learning experiences. 

Q Will my children be able to mix 

with friends their own age? 

A Yes.  Friendship groups are im-

portant and children will have op-

portunities to mix with their peer 

group at break times and at whole-

school or stage events. 
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woods, to exploring the country-

side, playing all kinds of games, 

making a raft or a ragdoll, and hav-

ing stories round the fire at night. 

They go home glowing with happi-

ness, having met some great new 

friends, and also feeling more con-

fident and better able to cope for 

a short time away from their fam-

ily. 

Living with other children, sleeping 

in dormitories, doing all the things 

you can do with fifty people to-

gether (and can’t do with just mum 

and your brother), being looked 

after by young leaders aged 18 – 

25, and finding many new inter-

ests, makes a summer camp not 

only great fun but also an impor-

tant part of growing up and learn-

ing what you can do. Countries 

where summer camps are wide-

“I have never had so much fun 

or met so many lovely people.” 

Why Summer Camps are a 

great experience. 

For most boys and girls in Amer-

ica, and also in France, spending 

part of the long holidays at Sum-

mer Camp is one of the best 

parts of their year. They go off, 

alone or accompanied by a friend 

or a brother / sister,  to the 

country, the hills or the seaside, 

and in a big house or residential 

centre they meet up with forty 

or fifty others their own age, 

from all different schools and all 

different parts of the country. 

After a day or two the camp 

feels like one happy family. They 

live through lots of adventures 

and fun activities, from tracking 

imaginary pirates through the 
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Mr Adams has been erecting our 

new planters in the back play-

ground. These were partly funded 

by a community grant.  We hope 

that each class will be responsible 

for one section and fill them with 

sensory plants. 

By the end of this session, we 

should have a lovely display.  P3 

visited the garden centre last 

week to buy some plants for the 

new planters. 

 

Nursery News 
Happy birthday to Ethan, James, 

Charlie, Daniel, Campbell, Ava, 

Isla and Samuel.   

As the warmer weather arrives 

and we spend more time outside, 

please remember to apply sun 

cream before coming to Nursery 

and bring a hat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Energy Free Morning 

On Friday, 20th May, our school will 

be saving energy. We will not be us-

ing lights or any electrical items on 

this morning. 

We are promoting energy awareness 

and would appreciate anyone at 

home or work joining us in switching 

off. 

If you can support us in any way, 

please send us a note of your sup-

port—email to jgordon@eastlinton.

elcschool.org.uk—so we can record 

how much support we have for this 

initiative. 

Eco News                                         

spread certainly think they are 

really valuable in children’s lives. 

Britain does not have as many 

summer camps but there are 

some brilliant ones. Parents could 

check  the Active Training and 

Education Trust (www.ate.org.uk) 

to see some excellent summer 

camps available this year. ATE 

holidays last seven days and are 

in great places. They also offer 

accompanied travel from Edin-

burgh at no extra charge.      

The quote at the top is typical of 

lots that summer camp operators 

receive every year. So why not 

try a summer camp in 2011? You 

will be glad you did.  

 
 

Pre-school children—dates to 

remember 

2nd June Drama session 

9th June Drama session 

14th June Sports Day 

30th June Graduation 

More information will be given to 

the children involved. 

 

This month we have enjoyed a 

health week.  The children had 

an opportunity to see, touch and 

taste a variety of fruit and 

vegetables.  We also tasted mus-

sels and most of the children 

loved them!  The children have 

enjoyed seeing the development 

of our tadpoles.  Thank you to 

Hannah for bringing them along 

from her garden pond. 

 
 



The Parent Council are supporting 

the celebrations of the life and 

work of John Rennie.  On Friday 

3rd June from 12.30-4.30 there is 

a family bridge building workshop 

in the community hall, followed by 

a birthday tea at 4.30pm. 

All parents are invited to join the 

50/50 club.  This provides a wel-

come addition to our funds.  Forma 

are available from the office. 

FLIP 
 

FLIP (Family-led information point) 

is a group for parents and carers 

of children with disabilities. It of-

fers members the chance to share 

experiences, knowledge and infor-

mation about services and support 

for children with disability and 

their families. FLIP normally meets 

once a month or so to discuss 

what's happening. Find out more 

about FLIP at www.eastlothian.gov.

uk/flip  

 

Diary Dates 
Monday 23rd May  HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 24th May In-service 

Wednesday 25th May In-service 

School will re-open to pupils on 

Thursday 26th May. 

8th-10th June P4 residential 

Wednesday 15th June Sports Day 

Thursday 16th June reserve 

Sports Day 

Tuesday 28th June 7pm Summer 

concert 

Friday 1st July 9.30am End of 

term service at Prestonkirk.  All 

welcome.  Crèche provided. 

Break up for summer holidays. 
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A new active schools co-

ordinator has been appointed 

for the Dunbar cluster.  His 

name is Martin Bell and we 

look forward to working with 

him to provide opportunities 

for our children.  He will be 

meeting with our pupil council-

lors on 3rd June to hear 

about what they would like to 

see provided in our school. 

 

Several after-school and 

lunchtime clubs are running 

this session, including garden-

ing, drama, art, science and 

basketball.  Thanks to staff 

for giving up their time to or-

ganise these clubs.  If any 

parent would like to get in-

volved in our extra curricular 

provision, please do not hesi-

tate to get in touch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to ‘drop in’ 

on a Tuesday morning due to 

work commitments and would 

like to meet with me for any 

reason, please get in touch 

with the office.  Appointments 

can be made from 8am or af-

ter school. 
Phone: 01620 860216 

Fax: 01620 861364 

Email: jwareham@eastlinton.

elcschool.org.uk 
Jill Wareham      
Head Teacher 

Head Te
acher’s d

rop 

in Tuesd
ays 9-10

am 

No appoi
ntment 

necessa
ry 

School Uniform 

East Linton Primary School encour-

ages the wearing of school uni-

form.  Order forms are available 

from the school office now and 

should be returned to school, with 

payment due, by Friday 3rd June.  

The uniform orders should arrive 

before the end of term. 

For pupils going to Dunbar Gram-

mar: 

8th June Parents’ Evening at DGS 

7pm 

17th June P7 pupil visit DGS  

(9.30-12.30) 

20th & 21st June Two-day visit to 

Dunbar Grammar 
 
Sports Day 

All classes will have an early morn-

ing break and a slightly amended 

lunch break this day. 

P1, P2 and P3 will be on the sports 

field from 10am – 11.45am.  

P1 – P3 will have lunch from 

11.55am – 1.05pm 

P4 – P7 will be lunching from 

12.15 – 1.00pm 

P4 – P7 will be competing from 

1.10pm – 3.15pm. 
 
Boiler Service 

Our heating will not be on in school 

on Wednesday 1st June as they will 

be carrying out an annual service. 

 

P4 Camp 

If you have not already sent in the 

final payment for P4 camp (£35) 

please send to the school office as 

soon as possible.  Cheques to be 
made payable to East Linton Pri-
mary School. 
May Fair 

We have an unclaimed raffle prize 

from the May Fair.  It is a blue 

ticket No. 29.  Please call at the 

school to collect your prize. 


