
Primary 6 
P6 kicked off November 

by attending a Rugby 

Festival at Hallhill where  

one team came overall 2nd 

and the other won the 

prize for the most sport-

ing behaviour.  A great 

credit to ELPS! 

In Maths we have learned 

how to measure and draw 

angles using a protractor 

and how to find the pe-

rimeters of shapes. Next 

week we shall be concen-

trating on area. 

We are enjoying having 

our student, Miss Pot-

tinger, in class. She is 

teaching us Scottish 

dances including her fun, 

but exhausting, Orcadian 

version of Strip the Wil-

low. 

We are enjoying our Vic-

torian project and have 

been preparing presenta-

tions to show to the 

class. We are looking for-

ward to our visit to Pax-

ton House where we will 

be doing lots of fun ac-

tivities and finding out about 

a Victorian Christmas. 

Congratulations to 

Morven,who will be taking to the stage at the 

Brunton Theatre for her 2nd panto season. Unfortu-

nately, she will not be performing on the day we go 

to see ―Aladdin‖.Boo,hiss! 

Nursery Enterprise for SLA 

Our Nursery children are busy 

filling Smartie tubes with 

coins to donate to our appeal 

for Scottish Love in Action.  

They are having fun baking 

lots of cakes to use up the 

Smarties from the tubes! 

A reminder for those chil-

dren in Primary 4 who 

have not yet had swimming 

lessons—the new block of 

lessons starts on Tuesday 

10th January 2012, the 

first day back after the 

Christmas holidays.  Please 

make sure that you bring 

your swimming kit. 

Bikes & Scooters in the Playground 
In the interests of safety, we are having a big push 

on reminding our pupils not to cycle or scoot in the 

playground.  Could parents/carers please ensure 

that younger children are closely supervised and do 

not create a hazard for our playground users.  Thank 

you. 

P4 Swimming     Christmas service 
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Our Christmas service will take place at Preston-

kirk on Thursday 22nd December at 1.30pm.  Our 

piano and woodwind instrumentalists will be playing 

to welcome the congregation from approximately 

1.10pm.  Parents and carers attending the service 

will be free to take their children away with them 

at the end of the service if they so desire.  Re-

maining children will be walked back to school and 

dismissed at the usual time.  If your child usually 

gets a taxi to and from school, please let us know 

if you do not intend to use the service on the last 

day of term. 

Lunches on the last day will be slightly earlier.  P1 

and P2 will have lunch from 12 until 1pm and P3-P7 

will have lunch from 12.15 until 1pm.  There will be 

no till in the lunch hall so please ensure that your 

child has the correct change if they are taking a 

school dinner  that day.  Thank you. 



on electricity which we are all en-

joying. P 2/3 have been thinking 

about things that use electricity 

and how we can use it safely.  We 

were lucky enough to have a visit 

from Torness Power Station to tell 

us how they make electricity. The 

children have been thinking about 

ways to save energy as part of 

‗Switch It Off Fortnight‘ and they 

are all aware of ways they can help 

save energy in school and at home. 

The maths groups have all begun 

new topics which are providing fun 

new challenges. This term we are 

focusing on imaginative writing so 

we have been looking at characters 

and story ordering to prepare us 

to write our own short stories. 

Primary 2/3 are all very excited 

that Christmas is getting closer! 

We will be tying our learning into 

Christmas related activities and 

making decorations for the class-

room to get us all in the mood. 

Primary 1 
Primary 1 thoroughly enjoyed 

working with Pete Sparkes on 

their creative music production  

―A Tale to Tell‖.  They are cur-

rently practicing some Christmas 

carols to sing at the end of term 

church service. 

―What the Ladybird Heard‖ week 

saw the children busy on Lady-

bird themed tasks such as mask 

making, word matching and spot-

ty maths.  We are currently 

working on addition to 5 and will 

be busy on Christmas crafts and 

activities.  Look out for our sale 

for Scottish Love in Action on 

Friday 16th December at 9.15am. 

Primary 2/3 
Primary 2/3 have been very busy 

this term! They had a great time 

creating and preparing music for 

their performance of The Wee 

Bannock, which was a great suc-

cess.  We have begun a project 
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Nursery will be open as usual in 

the afternoon. 

Christmas parties will be held on 

Wednesday 21st December at the 

following times: 

Morning class 10-11.45 with Santa 

coming at 11.30am 

Afternoon class 1.30-3.15 with 

Santa coming at 3pm. 

Over the next few weeks we will 

be very busy with Christmas prep-

arations, making decorations, 

learning about the Christmas story 

and learning carols and songs. 

Remember to wrap up warm for 

winter so that we can still get out-

side and have fun! 

 

The Golden Time gardening group 

has been busy tidying up the 

courtyard and greenhouse ready 

for the winter. 

Dunbar Rotary has kindly donated 

300 crocus bulbs and we hope to 

get these planted in the grounds in 

the next couple of weeks. 

The Eco Club has its last meeting 

this term on 1st December when 

they will be making bat boxes and 

bug hotels with Sam from the 

Countryside Ranger Service.  

Thanks to McArthurs in East Lin-

ton for donating the wood offcuts 

for this project.  The boxes will be 

sited in our wildlife garden and the 

school grounds. 

On Monday 12th December the 

morning group will be going to Pres-

tonkirk for the Under 5s Christmas 

Service, followed by refreshments.  

We will be leaving Nursery at 10am 

and the service begins at 10.30am.  

If you would like to be a helper that 

day, please sign up on the poster in 

the cloakroom.  Children from the 

afternoon class are very welcome to 

come along with their parent/carer. 

On Tuesday 13th December we will 

be enjoying a performance of pup-

pets in ‗Oscar‘s Amazing Space Ad-

venture‘.  All afternoon children 

should come to Nursery at 9.30am 

and be collected at 11am.  Morning 

nursery times are as normal and the 

Nursery news          Eco news 

Primary 3/4 
Primary3/4 are busy learning 

about magnets and their prop-

erties.  Some of the questions 

they want answered are – How 

did magnets get discovered?  

Why do they attract and re-

pel?  Can you make a magnet? 

They have been using magnets 

to design and make a board 

game.  Their results are great 

and they are looking forward 

to playing these games later. 

On Thursday the 17th of No-

vember they enjoyed an af-

ternoon of orienteering at 

West Barns along with the 

P4/5 class.  They were able to 

put the skills they had prac-

tised at school to good use. 

 

 

 

 



This year the Parent Council are 

helping to co-ordinate the provi-

sion of food for the children‘s 

Christmas parties (except for 

Nursery). 

The following people have kindly 

volunteered to be the link person 

for the year group.   

P1- Nancy Bell/Zoe McCarthy 

P2– Gill Watson 

P3- Jenny Paterson 

P4 - Beth Vorkurka 

P5 - Helen Pickles 

P6 - Kay Henderson 

P7 - Gillian Dignan 

 

Please note that parties are organ-

ised by year group and not by class 

and will be on the following days: 

Monday 19th December Primary 3 

and 4 (school hall) 

Tuesday 20th December Primaries 

5,6 and 7 (community hall) 

Wednesday 21st December Prima-

ry 1 and 2 (school hall) 

Children are welcome to go home 

for lunch and change into party 

clothes for the afternoon.  Please 

inform the class teacher if your 

child is to be a home lunch and re-

turn them to school for 1.15pm. 

Currently 120 of our families re-

ceive this newsletter electronically, 

with 30 still receiving a paper copy.  

We would like to reduce the num-

ber of paper copies even further, 

to save on paper and copying costs.  

If you would be willing to start get-

ting an e-newsletter please contact 

the office and they will add you to 

our distribution list. 

 

Traidcraft Orders 
There is still time for you to get a 

last minute order in from the 

Traidcraft catalogue.  Catalogues 

are available from Helen at school 

and orders should be at school by 

9am on Monday 5th December.  All 

profits from this enterprise go to 

SLA and over £300 has been 

raised so far. 
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Head Teacher’s drop 

in Tuesdays 9-10am 

No appointment 

necessary 

If you are unable to ‗drop in‘ on a 

Tuesday morning due to work com-

mitments and would like to meet 

with me for any reason, please get 

in touch with the office.  Appoint-

ments can be made from 8am or 

after school. 
Phone: 01620 860216 

Fax: 01620 861364 

Email: jware-

ham@eastlinton.elcschool.org.uk 

Jill Wareham 

Head Teacher 

 

 

…………………………………………. 

 

Parent Council News 

We would like to say a huge thanks to everyone who came along to support our Family Shopping 

Night which raised an amazing £900.  We are delighted that this annual event continues to be so 

popular and look forward to seeing you all again next year! 
This month, in addition to our two normal 50:50 club prizes (which are now £25 each!), we were de-

lighted to give two "Christmas bonus" 50:50 prizes of £50 each. The lucky winners were Anne-

Marie Woolf and Rosetta Horn. If you would like to join the 50:50 club please speak to a PC mem-

ber. 

In the New Year we will be looking at applying for grants on behalf of the school and wider commu-

nity. If you have any suggestions for items you would like funded (for instance, equipment, play-

ground improvements) please speak to your PC rep. 

If anyone has any issues they would like raised at our next Parent Council meeting, please contact 

me at jenpathome@googlemail.com 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

Jenny Paterson 

mailto:jenpathome@googlemail.com
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Mary’s Meals Backpack Project 

This is the certificate we received from Mary‘s Meals when Chris came to assembly to collect the 

backpacks. 

                  CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
 

Following the success of last year‘s Christingle Service, there will be another 

opportunity to make a Christingle on Christmas Eve in the Community Hall, East 

Linton. The word Christingle literally means ‗Christ Light‘ and that‘s what it is – 

a white candle in an orange decorated with cocktail sticks, fruit and ribbon. 

If you have never made one, you can have a go on Saturday 24 December at 

5.00pm. All the materials will be provided – just bring yourself! 

At 5.30pm, the Christingle Service will begin in the Hall. During the service, we 

will be singing seasonal favourites and the Christingles will be lit. Afterwards, 

there will be soup and mince pies!  

If you have never been, it‘s an experience not to be missed – the darkness and the light, the music 

and the mystery, the excitement and the Christ Light! Come early in case we run out of oranges! 

 

David D. Scott 

Minister at  Traprain 
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Primary 7 News 
As you will see from the East Linton Primary School 

blog, Primary 7 have been very busy enterprising 

this term! As well as studying WW2, promoting the 

Scottish Poppy Appeal and wearing our poppies at 

the whole school assembly on Armistice Day during 

our live link to Trafalgar Square, we also appeared 

in the East Lothian Courier AND the East Lothian 

News!  

Our media fame continues, as there has now been a 

special request from Traidcraft, our other enter-

prise, during which we organised Christmas cata-

logue orders here, in school and also in the commu-

nity, at a village shopping evening, to email a news 

article and photograph to them for their December 

newsletter. So….. look out for us continuing to 

spread the word about Fairtrade in support of our 

whole school enterprise for Scottish Love in Ac-

tion.  

We, as a class, are not only concerned and support-

ive of our classmates‘ welfare in India, but also of 

our own here. As we grow up and venture out into 

the world, we are becoming increasingly aware of 

children‘s rights, health and well being and how im-

portant it is to make the right choices in life.  

To help us do this, we have had a substance abuse 

talk from our community policeman, involvement 

with the live on line Choices For Life programme 

and a visit to The Risk Factory, where real scenari-

os were demonstrated to us and we had to learn 

the life skills to deal with them. 

Meanwhile…  back in the classroom, we have been 

working on a range of Literacy skills, including poet-

ry writing, during which we used Friendship Week 

as a theme, where we studied different aspects of 

bullying and tried to empathise and write emotively 

to describe feelings and the way in which bullying 

can affect people of all ages and backgrounds.  

In Mathematics and Number, we have been looking 

at Statistics, Symmetry and 2D / 3D Shape and will 

be using the latter as a base for Christmas Art and 

Craft 

……. And on that note, Primary 7 would like to take 

this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and thank you for all your support 

throughout 2011.  

Office News 

Christmas Lunch 

All orders for Christmas Lunch on Thursday 16th De-

cember should have been received by now.  If there 

are any outstanding orders please send in to school 

as soon as possible. 

 

Outstanding Lunch Money 

All outstanding lunch money must be paid before the 

end of term therefore if your child is having a school 

lunch between now and Thursday 22nd December 

please ensure your child brings money each day. 

 

Morning Milk/Fairtrade Juice 

If your child takes school milk/orange juice and you 

have not already paid for the year, the payment for 

Term 2 for Milk is £8.10 and the payment for Juice 

is £11.35 due the first day back on 10th January 

2012.  (Cheques payable to East Lothian Council). 
 

Nursery Snack Money 

£7.50 snack money is due the first day back.  This 

payment will cover you up until the February break.  

Any outstanding snack money for this term should be 

paid by 19th December. 

 

Changes to School Banking  

A reminder that all cheques for school should now be 

made payable to East Lothian Council. 
 

Diary Dates 

Thursday 1st December P3‘s visiting Dunbar  

   Grammar School 

Monday 12th December P6 travel to Paxton  

   House, Berwickshire - £8 

Tuesday 13th December Nursery-P2 Oscar‘s Amazing 

   Space Adventure - £2 

   Christmas Lunch - £1.90 

Friday 16th December  P1 and P1/2 enterprise morn

   ing 

Wednesday 21st December P3-P7 Aladdin panto, 

   Brunton Theatre - £6.50 

Thursday 22nd December Church Service at 1.30pm 

   at Prestonkirk 
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     Primary 4/5 News 

 
Primary 4/5 have had a very busy first few months. 

During our first topic we learnt about the Vikings and compared their lives to how we live now. Quite a lot 

of things have changed since then, but some things are not as different as you might think. We also spent 

some time learning about archaeology, the sagas and the monks‘ chronicles. These have all helped us to learn 

about Viking life, but we soon worked out that you shouldn‘t always believe everything that you read in the 

history books…. 

In writing we have been trying hard to make our work more descriptive and improve our punctuation skills. 

We have decided what makes great writing and made up a grid to help us set our goals. Amongst other 

things we have all written letters, stories and diary entries, and some of us wrote fantastic sagas that any 

Viking would be proud of.  

In maths we have worked on number, time and money. Some of us are proving to be excellent problem solv-

ers and are developing our skills at explaining how we worked things out.  

We have also all spent quite a lot of time outdoors this term. The Primary 5 children really enjoyed learning 

to canoe and kayak at Musselburgh Links and everyone showed off their mapping skills during an orienteer-

ing session in West Barns. We also had the opportunity to try out club golf with Kate Green and played 9 

holes around the school field.   

This term we have started learning about electricity and are getting ready to run the village Christmas 

post. We have been finding out about how Royal Mail operates and were very impressed by Integrated Mail 

Processing (IMP). Our system is unlikely to be quite as high tech, but we are sure that it will be just as ef-

fective!  

P4/5 Xmas post  

By Moray McConnachie 
 

P4/5 are doing the Christmas post this December. It will run 

from the 5th of December to the 20th of December. Post box-

es will be in the co-op, library, post office and the school. The 

stamps will cost 20p and will be sold at the same places you 

will find the post boxes.    

Our school is sponsoring a school in India and that is what the 

money we raise will go to. The charity we are helping is called 

Scottish Love in Action.    

We are delivering ALL over East Linton 

 Yours sincerely  

 P4/5 
 

Primary 1/2 News 

We have been finding out about toys from the past and comparing 

these with the ones we play with. We will be having a Bring your Teddy 

to School Day soon and will record how they spend their day in a ted-

dy‘s diary. We have also been reading and finding out about books 

written by Julia Donaldson. 

P1 and P1/2 will be designing and creating Christmas decorations and 

gifts as part of their Enterprise project. Parents from these classes 

will be invited to come along and buy our wares. Funds raised will go to 

Scottish Love in Action. 

December 2011 
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