
Name of group: East Linton Primary School Parent Council 
Type of meeting: Committee Meeting  
Date:   9th June 2022, 7.45pm 
Location:  East Linton Primary School, School Road, East Linton  
 

Agenda item Minutes  Decision Action 

Welcome and 
attendees 

Attendees: Neil Morland (Chair/P3 rep), Gill Gardner (Head Teacher), 
Margaret McKay (Principal Teacher/P7), Innes Jardine (Treasurer), Kirstin 
Snodgrass (Nursery),Deborah Stitt (P1), Becca Bell (P2), Evie Thomas (P4), 
Kathryn Neil(P5),  Leigh Pleasance (P6), Cllr Norman Hampshire. 

 

  

Apologies Cllr Lyn Jardine. 

 

  

New East Linton Primary 
School 

Cllr Hampshire reported the consultation revealed most people were in 
favour of a new school in a central site although some preferred a site 
outwith the park.  Within the park option A was the favourite and the new 
building will be within Myra’s field to comply with legal requirements.  The 
school will be a different shape from the building shown in the consultation 
and that will be determined by the architects who will develop a design in 
consultation with the community including the Parent Council, school and 
pupils.  It will be a Community Hub and options for a health facility and library 
are under investigation.  Public consultations will be held at concept and final 
design stages.  The deadline is August 2025.  External facilities will be retained 
or replaced in diferent locations.  ELC have no plans for the remaining part of 
the current school and will consult the community on that. ELC have 
commited £12million and are applying to Scottish Futures Trust (SFT)  for 
remaining funding. SFT will be involved in the design of the school using 
existing best practice models (altered to fit with the East Linton landscape) 
and will assist with tendering. The development model used with be that 
previously employed in East Lothian on Wallyford and Whitecraig schools. 
Kirsten Snodgrass questioned station access in relation to the school.  The 
station path will follow the current temporary path in park. School gates will 
not be adjacent to the station. She noted locating the building in the north-
east corner of the park will allow more open space in front of the school. 
Katherine Neil raised the importance of sufficient notice of consultation dates 
which didn’t happen with the station.  Also the importance of construction 
access while the school continues to operate.  
Questions were raised over access by the public to the Community Hub during 
school hours and various examples throughout East Lothian were cited as 

Keep item on agenda going 
forward. 
 
Douglas Proudfoot to be 
contacted with future 
questions. 

Neil Morland: share any further 
information relating to the school 
received by the Parent Council or 
Dunpender Community Council. 
 
Cllr Hampshire:provide plenty of 
warning on consultation dates 



already operating safe policies.  
Gill Gardner reported that ELC are currently scoping out locations for 
portacabins required from August 2024 when the school will be above 
capacity. 

Minutes of the last meeting 
– for approval 

Minutes of the last committee meeting held on 28th April were agreed.   

Matters arising Gill Gardner will progress invites to an Additional Support Needs meeting 
next term.  She will also progress outstanding school policies at that time. 

Margaret McKay will progress the school app next term.  

  

Treasurer’s/ Financial 
Report 

See AGM minutes for report.  Innes Jardine recommended a push for 
funding and suggested a ‘Pimp that Snack’ competition and a human fruit 
machine stall.  Evie Thomas confirmed fund raising had been hit by Covid but 
plans were in place for next year.   Katherine Neil suggested a May Fair.  

Spring fair to be held on 
date which doesn’t class 
with any other community 
event. 

 

Headteacher’s report Gill Gardner reported that  staffing is nearly complete for next year with some 

interviews in the coming weeks.  Soraya Gibson, the Support for Learning 

teacher, is retiring and will be replaced by Mary Ferguson who is already 

known to pupils. Recovery funding will stop at end of year for all schools.  An 

assembly featuring  representatives of Young Carers East Lothian described 

what it means to be a young carer and highlighted available support. Pupils 

were empathetic asking excellent questions and listening well.  Trips: P6 – 

Viridor, P1 – Field to Fork at Hirsel estate, Coldstream, P3 – Dynamic Earth 

(funded by BAM station contracters). P7 organised a food stall as part of their 

Columba work raising £120. £60 has been donated to Ukraine and the rest is 

earmarked for a beach clean. The ‘Bike Check Breakfast’ was well supported.  

The local minister worked with reps from each class on The Rights of the 

Child.  A Jubilee picnic was held and the live events were watched.  Sports day 

was a success with everyone encouraging each other.  P7 will visit Dunbar 

Grammer School tomorrow with Margaret McKay then Mon/Tues on their 

own.  Nursery to P1 transition has started with the new P1 in on Monday and 

playing with the existing P1.  Heather from East Linton Library will highlight 

the summer reading programme.  RNLI will visit to cover water safety.       

  



The school put itself forward for a recovery visit from Education Scotland to 

be assessed on their Covid experience.  Only 1 other school in East Lothian 

volunteered.  A lead inspector and early years inspector were involved. They 

took input from a variety of sources including staff, parents, ELC educational 

psycolcogist, ELC quality improvement officer, outdoor education colleagues 

and pupils. The outcome was very positive in that they felt the ethos and 

values of the school were real and mirrored by the children who were 

articulate and confident and led their own learning. They praised the 

leadership team for the way learning was tracked and the bespoke pastoral 

and learning support.  They were generally impressed with how pupils 

returned from lockdown and are looking for patterns across the country.   

This feedback is being built into a standards and quality report to be published 

before the end of year.  Class reps congratulated the leadership team for 

having the courage to seek assessment and accept any support available.  

A plan for next year in underway to include The Rights of the Child, 

Sustainability, Number Assessment and the East Lothian push on writing.  This 

will be distributed for comment to the Parent Council.   

Gill Gardner thanked all staff and Parent Council members.   

Margaret McKay thanked Gill Gardener for being a great leader showing 

empathy, kindness and caring for pupils, parents and staff. 

Katherine Neil raised the voices in the phone box project and it was confirmed 

that P5 have been working with Catherine Wheels carrying out interviews and 

there will be a Mini Caravan in the playground for story recording at the Gala. 

P7 worked with Catherine Wheels previously but are currently producing their 

own filrm working with a director and drama teacher.   

Neil Morland commented on the positive response to ‘Walk to School Week’. 

Gill Gardner reported that in service days were used to share experiences of  

P3 outdoor learning and P7 film making.  Miss Tait also shared her work 

relating to a ‘Growth Mindset’. 

Neil Morland congratulated the organisation of the class photos and it was 

recognised that parents appreciated the final parent-teacher consultation 

taking place in the school.   

Neil Morland raise the Bikeability training and it was agreed that more would 

be good.  Volunteers for training and subsequent session (covering a couple 

of days) in school will be sought. 



Correspondence None 
  

AOCB (Any other 
competent business) 

Neil Morland reported on the Parent Council Chairs meeting which covered 

CO2 monitoring in schools.  He hoped the new school built to Passivehaus 

standards will address this.  Margaret McKay confirmed completion of surveys 

relating to ELC Youth Strategy for P6 and above. Neil Morland reported on  

work in secondary schools encouraging less academic pupils to engage with 

employers. He also confirmed work is ongoing to address reports of anti-

social behaviour primarily in Prestonpans, Musselburgh and Dunbar. 

Katherine Neil confirmed it involved violence and drugs among the S1-S3 age 

group who seemed particularly disrupted by Covid.  Assistance is being sought 

from the Education Board on alternatives to exclusions which are a maximum 

of 5 days and with situations where excluded pupils are not safe at home.  

It was acknowledged that East Linton is seeing potential trouble-makers 

arriving here potentially having been moved on from other areas.  Community 

Wardens are aware of the issue.   It was also recognised that alternative 

solutions were required and the existing school could be used to develop 

clubs for young people. 

Neil Morland thanked everyone for their input this year, wished them a good 

holiday and looked forward to seeing them next year at the hybrid meetings. 

  

Date of next meeting 3rd-4th week Sept for next meeting. 

 

 Neil Morland: circulate dates for 
next year  

 

 


