
Name of group: East Linton Primary School Parent Council 
Type of meeting: Committee Meeting  
Date:   22nd September June 2022, 7pm 
Location:  East Linton Primary School, School Road, East Linton and online 
 

Agenda item Minutes  Decision Action 

Welcome and 
attendees 

Attendees: Neil Morland (Chair), Gill Gardner (Head Teacher), Margaret 
McKay (Principal Teacher/P7), Steph Williamson, Deborah Stitt , Becca Bell, 
Kathryn Neil, Vero Seve, Andy Philip     

  

Apologies Innes Jardine, Kirstin Snodgrass, Kate Lowe, Evie Thomas, Leigh Pleasance, 
Nicola Milburn 

  

Minutes of the last meeting 
– for approval 

Minutes of the last committee meeting held on 9th June were agreed.   

Matters arising  None   

Treasurer’s/ Financial 
Report/Funding Requests 

The post of treasurer has been advertised on Twitter and Facebook.  The 
position requires approx. 30 mins per month.  All systems are set up and a 
handover is available.  If no-one is found by the next meeting one of the 
current parent council members will be required to volunteer for the post.  

Current balance is £1484.17 with an outstanding sum of £80 to be debited.  
Becca Bell has £125 to deposit and Kirsten Snodgrass has approx. £100 to 
deposit. The resulting available balance is approx. £1630. 

Kathryn Neil asked about the balance pre-covid and it was agreed a view of 
the previous funding levels would be useful as would a forecast of funding 
requirement for the year.   

Gill Gardner clarified that the school budget, once staffing and running costs 
are accounted for is £12,000 to cover materials and experiences highlighting 
the importance of fundraising by the parent council.  

It was agreed that fundraising would be spread through the year and the 
requirement to raise funds balanced against the pressures on household 
finances due to the increases in cost of living. 

It was also agreed that regular communication was required to inform 
parents and carers where the money is spent. 

Gill Gardner requested funding of £400 to assist with P7 camp places.  Camp 
will take place near Castle Douglas and will include P7 from West Barns, 
Innerwick and Stenton.  It will last from Monday morning to Friday 

£400 funding agreed to 
support P7 camp. 
 
£300 funding agreed to 
furnish the ‘wee room’ 

Deborah Stitt and Neil Morland 
to work together on the 50/50 
club. 
 
All members to consider 
volunteering as Treasurer. 



lunchtime and will cost £340 per person which will cover all transport, 
accommodation and activities.   

Gill Gardner also requested funding of £300 towards fitting out the ‘wee 
room’ as a safe space to be used as and when required.  A black out tent, 
lights, weighted blankets and sensory toys are needed as well as funds to 
decorate as a forest to create the natural space requested by the pupils.  
There will be a new drive to promote the 50/50 club and make it easier to 
join.  

Class Representatives There are currently twelve representatives on the parent council and the 
aim is to have two representatives per class.   

 

 Gill Gardner to pass details of 
Neil Morland of the classes of 
the children of each member 
of the parent council. 
Neil Morland to collate 
information and propose class 
representatives.  

Headteacher’s Back to 
School update 

Gill Gardner reported that school is back with a bang.  P1 are settling in well 

and have started with their P7 buddies. A P1 parents lunch is planned for 

October.  A summary of the school improvement plan has been distributed 

and will be re-issued once feedback has been received from the team group 

of Pencaitland, Yester and Gullane.  Plans are in place for the playground with 

games to be painted and planting to be done.  Volunteers are required. 

Future parent council meetings will include pupil updates the first of which 

will be in November with a live update from camp. Setting up camp was 

challenging due to new processes and training required but well worth it.  

Lots of East Linton faces were present at Dunbar Grammar School prize giving 

this week with awards being presented in a wide variety of areas.  Bookings 

for parent consultations will be available next week.  The public holiday for 

the Queen’s funeral is expected to be added to the October holiday but this is 

awaiting approval by East Lothian Council.  Stephen Graham, an 

educationalist with expertise in literacy and an explicit way of teaching writing 

visited the school.  Gill Gardner completed two days of training in his methods 

which are pared back, repetitive and explicit.  He spent one hour with P4 and 

all teachers.  P4 thought it was excellent and the staff were enthused. 

Discussion has taken place as to how this can fit with current teaching and 

classes are experimenting with description. 

Neil Morland suggested parents investigate the Catherine Wheels work about 

East Linton voices and reported that flu vaccines were coming up and school 

photos were being taken on Monday 26th. 

Margaret McKay reported that 92% of those responding to a questionnaire 

 Margaret McKay to invite 
Simon from MySchoolApp to a 
future meeting. 



were in favour of a school app to improve communication and to reduce the 

number of sources of information. She met with Simon from My School App 

which is recommended by other local schools and the ongoing cost is £49pm 

which would need to be funded by the parent council.  The app would replace 

the school website.  Thought is required on how this replaces existing 

channels and all staff would require training so it won’t be rolled out quickly.  

It was agreed that further clarification is required on costs.  Volunteers are 

needed to lead on this project and if it is to include parent council information 

then a parent council admin would be required. 

Neil Morland confirmed to the meeting that existing communications can go 

out to more than one parent if required. 

New East Linton Primary No update 
  

Additional Support Needs 
Peer Support Group 

This group will meet on Monday 26th September for the first time in the 
school.  A reminder will be sent and will include a link to a related closed 
Facebook group in Dunbar.  

  

AOCB (Any other 
competent business) 

Steph Williamson passed on two questions from the nursery group. Firstly 

about how much screentime there was per day. Gill Gardner confirmed that 

the interactive whiteboard was on all day for games, stories and learning as 

this was a digital school.  The second question was about information and if 

there was a parents evening coming up.  Gill Gardner reported that invites for 

stay and play at either end of the school day had gone out and this would 

continue throughout the year. 

Kathryn Neill requested some thought be given to two parent households 

when work is handed out for pupils to complete about themselves and their 

families as she has concerns pupils who live in two different households may 

find this difficult to navigate without upsetting one household or other and 

may not understand that both can be included.  Margaet McKay confirmed 

there are no boundaries on these questions from the teacher’s perspective.  

Gill Gardner confirmed this is considered in social studies, health and 

wellbeing and diversity learning but will raise with staff. 

Fundraising - Becca Bell confirmed that one recipe book had been sold in the 

bookshop and suggested a sticker be created to cover the date and the books 

be re-sold at Christmas. A Swishing even will be held with clothes and toys 

and recipe books could be sold at that.  Becca Bell is holding items of school 

In terms of fundraising  a 
Swishing event, cards and 
tea towels will be the focus 
for Christmas 2022.   

Gill Gardner to raise with staff 
concerns about two parent 
households. 
 
Gill Gardner to distribute a list 
of funding requests for the 
year. 
 
Neil Morland to update the 
constitution. 
 
Neil Morland to deal with 
membership of national bodies 
and insurance. 
 
All members to consider 
volunteering to help with the 
delivery of a school app.   
 
All members to consider 
volunteering to help improve 
parent council communication.   



uniform and questioned if it could be given away.  It was agreed that these 

could be available at open evenings and volunteer events with a bucket for 

donations. Steph Williamson suggested a duck race, teas on the green and 

spring barbeques.  Gill Gardner reported that Knox Academy have held duck 

races in the past and may have ducks to borrow.     

Future events may include a fayre, a Quiz night in the community hall and a 

silver challenge to fill smartie tubes or make lines of coins. 

Gill Gardner agreed to provide a list of requests for year which would give the 

parent council a target which could be communicated regularly like Blue Peter 

giving update of where we are with respect to the target.   

General concerns were raised about parent council communication which is 

fragmented on different sources such as Twitter, Facebook and an out-of-date 

noticeboard. It was agreed that a communications volunteer was required. 

Neil Morland reported that he will deal with parent council membership with 

national bodies covering insurance and clerk fees.  He will also update the 

constitution and distribute for feedback. 

Gill Gardner confirmed she could be contacted between meetings on any 

issue. 

Date of next meeting 10th November 

 

  

 

 


