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.Homework in Gullane Primary 

 
A better name for homework might be 'learning out of school'. Children learn a great deal at 

school and you can add to that learning by supporting them at home.  

Homework is learning which children do for themselves, perhaps with the support of parents or 

other family members such as grandparents or older brothers/sisters.  

Children can find homework interesting and fun – or dull and annoying. However, doing homework 

is important – it makes a difference to learning. Knowing how to get involved in ways that work 

for you and your child can really help. 

Homework can be helpful or it can be a source of stress. However, homework arrangements work 

well when the school, the individual teacher, the parent and others in the family – and the pupil – 

understand the roles each of them can play.  

Here are some questions relating to homework that you might want to think about and talk 

through with your child. 

 

What helps at home? 

 

Children might have their own preferences about where and when they work. Here are some 

questions you can discuss with your child to help you both find their best way of working. 

 

 Where do they feel most comfortable? In the bedroom, at a desk, on the floor, on a 

beanbag?  

 Where are they least likely to be disturbed? In the bedroom, in the kitchen, in the living 

room?  

 Can they work better on their own or do they like company? Is it helpful to work together 

with friends who have the same homework? Can they work in the same place as an older 

or younger brother or sister and encourage each other?  

 When are they most likely to concentrate? Straight after school? After the evening 

meal? Before going to bed? Early in the morning?  

 Do they like to listen to music as they work?    

 Here are a number of interactive activities that will increase your child’s knowledge of a 

subject: 

 Suggest they make up a quiz and get you to ask them the questions.  

 Make up some questions to ask them.  

 Suggest they talk to a friend and discuss the homework topic.  

 Suggest they draw a diagram or picture illustrating the main points of what they are 

learning.  

 Encourage them to explain what they have learned to someone else in the family  

 Suggest they pretend they were teaching the rest of their class about the topic. 

www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk This site has a wide range of advice and information on a variety of 

child/parent areas.  

http://www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk/
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We understand that not all homes have internet access. The local library is a good resource as is our own 

school and pupils may ask their teacher if they are able to use the resource and this should be possible.  

Why have homework? 

 

It is generally accepted that homework can make positive contributions to the learning of 

individual pupils. 

Homework: 

 allows further practice and consolidation of work done in class 

 provides parents with information about the work being done in class and involves them 

directly in the child’s learning 

 trains pupils in planning and organising their work, developing self-discipline and good 

habits that will support them in future education and beyond.  

 

How much homework should be given? 

 

When asking ‘how much work’, we tend to mean ‘how much time’ should the set tasks take to 

complete. This is difficult in that some children work at a faster pace than others, so our answer 

must be based on what the teacher could reasonably expect of most children. We would also 

expect that the amount of time spent on Homework should increase as the child moves through 

the school and it would be assumed that this pattern would continue into Secondary Education. 

The figures that we have settled on are based on our own experience of parental expectations, 

but are also consistent with those contained in documentation on homework published by 

Education Scotland. 

 

These times should be viewed as a rough guide and may be less/more depending on task/interest. 

Some weeks in the school year may not have a homework element but we would hope that your 

child would be reading or some similar activity. 

P1 – up to 1 hour per week 

P2 – up to 1 hour per week 

P3 – up to 1 1/2 hours per week 

P4 – up to 1 1/2 hours per week 

P5 – up to 2 hours per week 

P6 – up to 2 1/2 hours per week 

P7 – up to 2 1/2 hours per week 

Primary 1 & 2 

Reading Consolidation on Oxford Reading Tree or similar reading/word building and spelling 

resources and activities. There may be consolidation for number work and at times ‘finding out’ 

activities related to environmental studies.  

Primary 3-7 

Homework tasks may include:  

Reading - consolidation and preparation of work from group or personal novels or reading books 

Spelling - preparation of words and sentences 
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 Number/Maths - consolidating work done in class  

 Problem Solving activities  

 Research tasks based on the class theme for the term.  

 During the year children may be asked to research for prepared talks and presentations.  

 

When should homework be given/returned? 

 

Homework should be a consistent feature of school life. It will not be given on the first and last 

week of each term. We tend not to give homework in the month of June as children and families 

appear to have many other activities on. Each class teacher will set out when homework is given 

and when it should be returned. 

  

When a teacher is absent from school for a short period, the pattern of homework may be 

interrupted. However, children should be issued normal homework by a replacement teacher in 

the event of a class teacher absence of more than one week. 

 

How will work be issued? 

 

This will depend on the class teacher and the type of homework they wish to set. Generally, in 

the upper school homework tasks are issued on a Monday and collected on a Friday. In the early 

years, homework may be given out nightly or twice a week.  

  

Will all homework be the same for every child in the class? 

 

No. Homework may vary according to the task/activity. Some work will be based on the level 

your child is working on. Other work will be given to the whole class and the activities will be 

assessed with ability in mind.  

 

What is expected of Teachers, Parents/Carers and Children? 

 

Teachers should  

 Set homework in terms of the school policy. Within our framework of formative 

assessment children may mark their own work, a peer may mark work or a teacher may 

mark work. A ‘tick’ on the page does not necessarily mean that everything on the page is 

correct but that the content has been reviewed by the teacher.  

 

Children should  

 Complete homework tasks as specified on time.  

 Give the same level of effort and presentation as would be 

expected of class work.  

 Take responsibility for their homework. 
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Parents should  

 Support children in completing tasks on time.  

 Be active in supporting their child’s learning.  

 Inform the school if there are reasons why work can’t be completed.  

 Ensure that children adhere to instructions about homework. In particular, children 

should not read ahead in a reading book or novel if they have been specifically asked not 

to do so. They may be compromising planned language work for the next day, such as 

prediction exercises where they must use information already gained from the story to 

forecast what will happen next.  

 Feel comfortable to add comments to the children’s work. It is good for the pupil and the 

school to gain your views.  

How much help should parents give children? 

In general, parents should support their children in allowing them to complete their homework tasks so 

that the work produced is the child’s own. 

Many parents are often unsure about whether or not to correct homework, especially ‘sums’ and spelling. 

Parents should look over completed work and encourage children to check the quality of presentation and 

to look for any mistakes. Hopefully the child will find and correct any errors, though if parents feel that a 

child has seriously misunderstood a task, then it would be best to contact the school.  

Please do not do your child’s homework – it only adds to your stress levels and the teacher would be 

unaware of any hurdles your child was experiencing.  

Is unfinished class work or a punishment exercise in addition to normal homework? 

Children do occasionally fail to complete tasks in class for a variety of reasons and it may be that 

unfinished work is sent home for completion. This should not happen regularly. If this becomes a 

persistent problem, one of the senior staff will be consulted and may contact parents. Similarly, if an 

assignment is set as a consequence in response to an inappropriate action to be completed at home, this 

would be something that would not be a regular occurrence without involving parents. 

In both circumstances, such work would be in addition to normal homework. 

 

M.R. Tremmel 

Head Teacher 

Gullane Primary School 
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