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9 May 2008 

 

Mr. Don Ledingham 

(Acting) Director of Education & Children's Services 
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East Lothian Council 

John Muir House  

Haddington 

East Lothian 

EH41 3HA 

 

Dear Mr Ledingham 

 

Proposed Composite P2/3 Class for School Year 2008/2009 

 

At our most recent Parent Council meeting held on 28
th

 April, Mrs Swinton brought to our 

attention the possibility of a composite P2/3 class for the school year 2008/2009.  This we 

understand is on the basis of a school roll of 285.   
 

On behalf of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership, I would like to voice our 

concern over this proposal.  As you yourself stated at a PC meeting in January, the school is 

in desperate need of a period of stability following a myriad of senior staff changes over the 

last 5-6 years.  The idea of a composite class can only have the opposite effect.  Indeed, 

there is already significant disquiet and low morale amongst staff caused by the cuts to 

school budgets, the uncertainty this creates and the immediate need to lose one nursery 

nurse post.  Creating a composite class and the associated changes in staffing are hardly 

likely to improve the situation.  We all understand the vitally important task Mrs Swinton has 

on her hands in getting the school back on to an ‘even keel’  and she should be allowed to 

concentrate on this rather than worrying about the number of classes she has.  Lastly and 

most importantly, the welfare of the children should not be forgotten.  After all, it is they 

who need the stability and not more disruption. 

 

I understand that Mrs Swinton has requested a meeting with the Education Department to 

discuss the budget and the possibility of forming 12 classes instead of the proposed 11.  The 

Parent Council fully supports Mrs Swinton and we would urge you to reconsider the current 

plans for 2008/2009. 
 

We are very keen to hear your thoughts on this and I look forward to hearing from you 

shortly.   

 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 



 

David Anning 

Parent Representative of Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership 

 

CC Mrs Shirley Swinton, Headteacher, Haddington Infant School 

 Councillor Sheena Richardson, East Lothian Council 

 Councillor Ludovic Broun-Lindsay, East Lothian Council 

 Councillor Tom Trotter, East Lothian Council 


