
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PTA 
MINUTES OF MEETING 

 
Monday 9th June 2008 

 
 
Attendees: Kay Boylan, Fiona Dee, Heather Campbell, Alison Hunton,  
  Jo Lawrence, Alison Meikle, Kirsty Taylor, Julie Ross 
 
Apologies: Katrina Booth, Carolyn Green, Christine Aylward,  

Joanne Fairgrieve, Marion Ritchie, Lisa Barr, 
 Kirsteen Dickson, Jayne Harrison 

 
 

1. Welcome and Minutes 
 
Alison welcomed everyone and the minutes of the last minute were agreed.   
 
2. Festival Café 

 
Alison thanked everyone who had contributed to the success of this event 
and in particular to Carolyn and Kay who had been responsible for organising 
and running the café and to Gail Craven. £850 had been raised. It was 
agreed that the new ticket system had worked really well resulting in less 
queuing. It was also agreed that there had been too much choice in type of 
roll and that next year fewer variations would be offered.  
 
3. Treasurer’s Report. 

 
Although she was not able to be present at the meeting Carolyn had prepared 
a written note of the financial situation which was circulated.  Since the last 
meeting £1,093.95 had come in from the Festival Café takings and £20 from 
sales of calendars. Money out comprised of £243.95 in Festival Café 
expenses (including a £20 donation to the Community Council) and £21.47 
spent on the purchase of two cash boxes. The current balance in the bank is 
£5,165.76.  However at previous meetings expenditure on the following items 
has been agreed:- 
 

• Planters, bins, signs and storage boxes for the playground 

• Playground toys (£200) 

• 9 Fischy Music CDs (£100 approx) 

• Library Improvements 

• Golden Rule Set (£120 approx) 

• Golden Time Toys (12 x £100) 

• John Muir Trust Membership renewal 

• Fischy Music for 8th October 2008  



 
Kirsty assured the meeting that orders for many of the items had been placed 
and indeed the lego for the P3s had already arrived.  Several items had been 
ordered from one particular company but had not yet arrived. Alison stressed 
that it was important that invoices were all submitted and settled before the 
end of term as next year there would be a new committee and the transfer of 
the bank account signatories often took some time to arrange.  Julie and 
Kirsty agreed to follow this up and get invoices to Carolyn as soon as 
possible.  Julie confirmed that the John Muir Trust Membership this year was 
only £20.  Kirsty advised that the pupil council are running a healthy tuck shop 
this week to raise money for more benches.  The PTA is likely to be 
approached to help out as the cost of decent benches is quite high.  
 
4. End of Term BBQ 

 
Alison advised that arrangements for the Summer Garden BBQ on Friday 20th 
June were in hand. Karen had booked the let of the Annexe Hall in case of 
bad weather. Posters had been put up and fliers to all the children. Tickets 
were currently on sale at the office.  Helpers were needed on the day to man 
the gate, help with the crafts and quizzes and serve food and drink.  A list of 
helpers needed and tasks had been prepared. Julie offered to put this up in 
the staff room for a couple of days.  Alison asked if the teachers could do face 
painting as they had last year. Kirsty thought this was possible and will 
arrange this. The school will also provide clipboards and pencils for the 
quizzes.  Alison H has kindly agreed to run her chocolate fountain again this 
year.  Jo offered to prepare the garden quiz, purchase prizes and place the 
order for burgers with Andersons the butcher. Alison confirmed she has 
prepared a mini beast hunt and a garden word search.  The firemen have 
kindly agreed to do the barbeque again this year.   
 
5. A.O.B 
 
Several outstanding matters were discussed. It was agreed that some of 
these may well have to be taken forward by next year’s committee. 
 

• Alison advised that she has e-mailed Will Parsons of the SWT to let 
him know that the willow structure in the annexe playground is not 
doing at all well. He has replied to say he will pop down and have a 
look at it.  The SWT had previously undertaken to replace any willow 
that didn’t “take”.  

 

• Alison has also spoken to Stuart Pryde of East Lothian Council’s 
Ground Maintenance Department to express disappointment at the 
council cutting the wild meadow strip of grass.  He was very helpful 
and apologetic. Hopefully the grass and flowers will recover for next 
year. Some re-seeding might be required. The council will now 



hopefully note the fact that this is a wild flower area which should only 
be cut once a year after flowering with the cuttings left strewn on the 
grass for the seeds to go back into the meadow.  It was also noted that 
some weeding needs to be done and the shelter needs re-painted. 
Kirsty mentioned the “Big Friday Tidy” held annually at Kings Meadow 
PS where teams of parent helpers tackle these types of jobs.  She 
wondered if something similar could be introduced at the Infant School.  
It was agreed this was a good idea which perhaps the next committee 
might consider taking forward.  

 

• It was pointed out that the “buddy stop” and “bumps and bruises” signs 
purchased by the PTA had been lying in the conference room since 
April.  Could they please be put up in the playgrounds?  Kirsty thought 
that the signs would have to be “introduced” to the children at a school 
assembly.  Julie & Kirsty will see what needs to be done to have the 
signs put up.  

 

• Karen will prepare fliers to go to new P1 parents telling them about the 
PTA and giving the date of the AGM. Julie confirmed that packs for 
new parents are being put together now. 

 

• It was noted that all the non PTA posters had now been removed from 
the PTA notice board.   

 
 

6. Date of AGM 
 

Alison thanked everyone on the committee, present and absent, for all 
their hard work fundraising for the school during the past year. There has 
been a lot of ideas & effort but also lots of fun! The final event of the year 
would be the BBQ on the 20th.   A night out for all committee members has 
been arranged for 8pm on Friday 13th June at the Eastern Eye.  
 
The date of the AGM was set for Monday 1st September 2008 at 7pm in 
the staffroom.  


