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EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL 

 
HADDINGTON INFANT SCHOOL PARENT PARTNERSHIP (HISPP) 

 

APPROVED 
 

Approved minutes of meeting held in Haddington Infant School 

on Monday 1 February 2010 

Present:  Debbie Strachan  DS Parent Representative   Chairperson 
   Heather Stewart HS Parent Representative   Vice Chair 
   Julie Flockhart  JF Parent Representative 
   Gillian Greenshields GG Parent Representative 
   Alice Hall  AH Parent Representative 
   Mandy Hockey  MH Parent Representative 
   Andrew Mackay  AM Parent Representative 
   Erica Muirhead  EM Parent Representative 
   Jean Squires  JS Parent Representative 
       
In attendance:  Shirley Swinton  SS Head Teacher 
   Pauline Inglis  PI Depute Head Teacher 
   Tom Trotter  TT Local Councillor 

   Mary Benson  MB Clerk    

Apologies:  Marjory Cameron MC Parent Representative Treasurer 
   Charmian Currie CC Parent Representative 
   Marshall Greenshields  MG Parent Representative 
   Nicky McCall  NMcC Parent Representative 
   Sheena Richardson SR Local Councillor 

Ludovic Broun-Lindsay LBL Local Councillor 

 
1.0 Approval of minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting, held on Monday 30 November 2009, were approved.   
 
2.0 Matters arising 

2.1 The next parents evenings are in March and representatives of the Parent Council will 
attend to help in the collection of our school self evaluation questionnaires.  

2.2 No one in attendance at the meeting had an objection to their photo being put on the 
website.   

2.3 Haddington Cluster Parent Council meeting 

 The next Haddington Cluster Parent Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 9 March 
2010 from 7.00-8.30pm in Knox Academy Library.  Don Ledingham (East Lothian 
Council’s Executive Director of Education & Children's Services) will discuss his recent 
paper on Community Schools (referred to in previous minutes as Trust Status Schools) 
at this meeting.  David Anning agreed to represent HISPP at this meeting.  Action DA 
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3.0 Head Teacher’s report 

3.1 Annex heating 

The heating in the annex building stopped working this morning, after some problems 
last week.  The heating was fixed by an engineer.  The nursery is currently heated by 
convection heaters and it is hoped that radiators will be fitted in the nursery over the 
February half term break.  All Primary 1 and Nursery children had to be sent home this 
morning, with Primary 2 children being accommodated in the main building for the day. 

3.2 Care Commission 

The nursery underwent a routine inspection by the Care Commission on 21 January 
2010.  Mrs Swinton has received an initial draft of their report, which was very positive.  
The report will be published in due course. 

3.3 Scottish Week 

The school held a Scottish Week last week, which was enjoyed by all.  The nursery held 
a Scottish Day celebration to which parents and carers were invited.  A story teller came 
to the school to tell Scottish stories to the children and pupils from Knox Academy came 
to play the bagpipes.  

3.4 Playground equipment 

New playground equipment has been installed which was funded by the PTA.  Mrs 
Swinton thanked the PTA for their efforts.  A rota has been drawn up to make sure that 
all children get a chance to have a go on the equipment. 

3.5 Extra staff in-service day 

22 February 2010 will be an additional staff in-service day.  The date for the final 
additional staff in-service day is still to be decided and an email has been circulated 
today about this.  The Scottish Government suggest that the date should be sometime in 
the summer term; however East Lothian Council are suggesting that it should be at the 
start of the new term in August.  Comments are sought from Parent Council members – 
Mary Benson will forward the email to all.     Action MB 

3.6 Primary 1 intake – August 2010 

113 children have been enrolled to start Primary 1 this August.  This is a large increase 
on this academic year’s P1 intake, which was 87 children.  This means that there may be 
more than four P1 classes next year; however the numbers may mean that a P1 / P2 
composite class will be necessary.  It is known that there are at least another 8 children 
in the area that have not yet enrolled with any school and the position will become 
clearer once the deadline for enrolment passes in March. 

3.7 Budget 

It is predicted that there will be a slight under spend in part of the school budget.  The 
school has used this money to buy a box of outdoor numeracy and literacy teaching 
equipment for each Primary 1 class.  Trolleys filled with maths equipment have also been 
purchased for P2s. 

The East Lothian Council Education budget for the next financial year will be announced 
on 9 February.  
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4.0 Curriculum for excellence – assessment 

The Scottish Government has published guidance for teachers in how to assess pupil’s 
progress in the new ‘Curriculum for Excellence’.  This assessment framework is to make 
sure that all schools are in line in the attainment standards that they use to assess pupils, 
although the way in which each school assesses their pupils could be slightly different. 

The school produced some notes for the parent council on assessment within the new 
Curriculum for Excellence. A copy of the new style Pupil Progress Report (the way in 
which the school reports pupil’s progress to parents) was also given to those present.  
Mrs Swinton told the parent council that when the new style reports were issued they 
would be accompanied by an explanatory letter.  A Government leaflet, on Curriculum for 
Excellence, was shown to the parent council and will be circulated later when the school 
is provided with enough copies.      Action SS/PI  
 

5.0 St Mary’s / Haddington Infant School option appraisal 

East Lothian Council must repair the school building of neighbouring St Mary’s RC 
Primary School following its recent temporary closure.  Four options have been drawn up 
by East Lothian Council as to the future of the St Mary’s building.  The first three options 
involve either renovating or rebuilding St Mary’s school; however Option 4 proposes that 
a new joint campus school is built to house both St Mary’s and Haddington Infants on the 
site of the existing St Mary’s School.  50% funding for a new joint campus school would 
be available from the Scottish Government if the decision was taken to go ahead. 

An Options Appraisal Group has been set up involving (amongst others) representatives 
from both St Mary’s and Haddington Infants.  This group will decide on a preferred 
option; however this decision will have to be agreed by the East Lothian Council’s 
Education Committee.  Debbie Strachan and Mrs Swinton have been representing 
Haddington Infants on the Options Appraisal Group. 

At this stage, only the principle of a joint campus is being considered.  No details of the 
layout or design of the school or its facilities would be looked at unless the decision was 
made to go ahead with this proposal. 

Debbie Strachan, Mrs Swinton and Mrs Inglis have recently visited two joint campus 
schools and they spoke about their visits and their discussions with the staff there.  

The prevailing view towards the proposed joint campus was positive from Parent Reps, 
subject to the details of the proposal, which will not become clear until later. 

A public meeting was held before Christmas for Haddington Infant School parents and 
Mrs Swinton has sent out two letters to parents to inform them of the proposal and ask 
for comments.  There has been a low response from parents; however many may feel 
that their children will not be affected by the proposals, as it is likely to be 2-3 years at 
least before a new school would be opened, by which time most of the current pupils will 
have moved on to Kings Meadow.  For completeness, Mrs Swinton will gather the 
comments and questions made by parents and compile a summary for the parent forum. 
However on the basis of the parental response to date, it is assumed that the parent 
forum is not opposed to the proposed joint campus.  This view will be reported back to 
the Options Appraisal group.      Action DS & SS 
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6.0 Parental involvement newsletter and training dates – reminder 

Debbie Strachan brought to everyone’s attention the recent emails containing the 
Parental Involvement newsletter and the forthcoming training dates for Parent Council 
reps.  Mandy Hockey and Alice Hall agreed to attend the upcoming ‘Understanding your 
role as a parent council member’ course on 15 March 2010.  Mary Benson will confirm 
this to Laura Muir (East Lothian Council) for them.  Action MH / AH and MB 

  
7.0 Email communication 

Debbie Strachan raised the number of Parent Council related emails received from 
several sources and asked how many parent reps regularly read the emails that they 
received.  Not many parent reps do.   

A number of emails are received where a request is made that they be placed on the 
agenda for the next meeting.  This can be difficult to achieve when the agenda is already 
full and there is a limited meeting time.  It was felt that if these items are forwarded round 
by email rather than placed on an agenda, then any Parent Reps who are interested and 
motivated to take part will do so, but time would be saved at the meeting by not placing 
them on the agenda.  A new Parent Council website is being set up by East Lothian 
Council and it may be that the information in some of these emails could be published 
there instead. 

It was agreed that this item would be raised on the agenda for the next East Lothian 
Association of Parent Council Members (ELAPCM) meeting to see what other Parent 
Councils felt.  Mary Benson will raise this item on the agenda and Andrew MacKay will 
attend this meeting on behalf of HISPP.    Action AM / MB 

 
8.0 Items for next meeting 

 The following items will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting: 

 Innerwick week 

 Parent Council website handover 

 Fairtrade 
 

9.0 Date of next meeting 

The next meeting of the Haddington Infant School Parent Partnership will be held on 
Monday 22 March 2010 from 7.00 to 9.00pm in the school.  All parents are welcome.  
However, it would be helpful if parents intending to come along could let a Parent Council 
Representative know in advance. 


